VHOC Obed/Rally Trial Cancelled
Just a reminder that due to COVID uncertainty the VHOC Rally
and Obedience Trial that was scheduled for Sept 12 and 13 has
been cancelled for this year,
THE AGILITY TRIAL IS STILL ON IN DECEMBER
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Please join us for our 5th Virtual General Membership Meeting on Friday, August 21, at
6:30 PM on Zoom. Our guest speaker this month is

Vita Allison speaking about Urban Tracking.
If you wish to join us at 6:30 PM on August 21st, please RSVP to Carole before
August 19th to receive the link for the virtual meeting. chills37@aol.com
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Vita Allison has fallen in love with Urban Tracking in Southern California.
She'll be sharing her passion with logic explaining why this sport may be a wonderful choice for you &
your dog. Questions requested!
If you wish to join us at 6:30
PM on August 21st, please
RSVP to Carole Hills before
August 19th to receive the
link for the virtual meeting.

chills37@aol.com

Allison
Pobirs and
her Border
Collie
Ladd—
shown
tracking.
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We had a great July Zoom General Meeting— Rev. Dr. Lea Alexander gave a
very informational presentation on her Intuitive Communication skills and Reiki
healing skills used to help people with their animal problems, and animals with
their people problems. We had over 24 people attending this meeting via Zoom.

If you would like to view the Zoom meeting it is located on
YouTube at:
https://youtu.be/Fot5JSfNRQo
Thank you Shiro Torquato and Elizabeth Patterson for
providing such a wonderful speaker for our meeting.

Our next General Meetings via Zoom are:
August 21, September 18 and October 16
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Submitted by Allison Pobirs
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Otto encourages an eager student

Can the remarkable canine sense of smell learn to detect the deadly coronavirus? Scientists and trainers are working hard to find out.
Among them is Cynthia Otto, DVM, Ph.D., director of the Penn Vet Working Dog Center at the University of Pennsylvania School of Veterinary Medicine. She is part of a team training eight Labrador
Retrievers to become coronavirus-detection dogs. She hopes that the program, which launched in
April, will provide a novel way to detect infections.
“Dogs provide us an incredible hope … [that] if there is an outbreak or if we see an uptick in a certain
area, the dogs would potentially be helpful, particularly if we can get the asymptomatic carriers,” she
says. “When the next pandemic comes or even the next animal disease that we need to determine is
there a volatile organic compound signature, then these dogs would be ideal in that setting, too.”
Trainer Pat Nolan of Tactical Directional Canine worked with breeders nationwide to select the dogs;
all of the training is being done at his Maryland facility with the support and guidance of staff at Penn
Vet. The dogs range in age from 12 to 18 months and have never been trained in scent detection.
The curious Labs are learning odor imprinting and will be taught to sniff out the difference between
positive and negative COVID-19 saliva and urine samples in the lab before testing their skills on humans. The entire process will take up to four months before the dogs are ready to work in the field—
and Otto knows that some of the dogs might not make it that far.

“We know based on our work [teaching dogs to detect cancer] that this kind of work is not for every
dog,” she explains. “Those dogs that can do it in the laboratory and get the training part may not be
the ones that are as comfortable in the operational environment.”
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Although there are no confirmed job placements for the dogs who graduate from the program, Otto says
COVID-19 detection dogs will be in high demand. Heavily populated areas such as train stations, airports, schools, and hospitals, where infections could spread rapidly, are all options for deploying the
dogs.
The Penn Vet Working Dog Center is already flooded with inquiries about hiring these specialized
sniffers. Says Otto: “My guess is that they are going to be successful and they’re going to have jobs and
they’re going to be busy.”
For more information on the Penn Vet Working Dog Center, visit tinyurl.com/yark6vyy.
—Jodi Helmer

Article from July/August issue
Of AKC Family Dog Magazine.
PawPrints—”Sniffing Goes Viral”
Page 1

http://viewer.zmags.com/
publication/dc0da3b8#/
dc0da3b8/5

Submitted by Carole Hills
Olfactory Education: Poncho,
one of the dogs in the coronavirus- detection program, is
learning to distinguish odors on
a scent wheel.
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Titling Requirements Temporarily Amended – Obedience/Rally/Agility
July 16, 2020
To All Clubs Licensed for Obedience, Rally and Agility:
To better assist clubs and exhibitors during this unusual time in our sports, the Obedience, Rally and Agility
departments received approval by the AKC Board of Directors to change the number of judges required for
awarding some titles in obedience, rally and agility. Due to the travel restrictions and other local regulations
impacting the country from COVID-19, many clubs are struggling to bring in judges from outside their area,
plus exhibitors are looking to stay close to home.
This change will eliminate the requirement that two different judges are required for the titles shown below
that require three qualifying scores (legs) to earn the titles. The change is effective retroactively to July 1,
2020 and will be in effect through December 31, 2020. The Regulations suspension will be revisited at the
end of the year.
For all of the titles listed at the bottom of this announcement exhibitors may earn three qualifying scores
(legs) under the same judge through December 31, 2020.
List of Titles by Sport Where the Two-Judge Requirement Currently Applies:
Agility — 18 titles:
Novice level: NA – NAP – NAJ – NJP – NF – NFP
Open level: OA – OAP – OAJ – OJP – OF – OFP
Excellent level: AX – AXP – AXJ – AJP – XF – XFP
Obedience — 10 titles:
Novice level: CD – PCD
Open level: CDX – PCDX
Utility level: UD – PUTD
Beginner Novice: BN
Graduate Novice: GN
Graduate Open: GO
Versatility: VER
Rally— 4 titles:
Novice: RN
Intermediate: RI
Advanced: RA
Excellent: RE

Please address questions to obedience@akc.org, rally@akc.org, or agility@akc.org.
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Water Safety for Dogs—
URL—http://www.pethealthnetwork.com/news-blogs/a-pets-life/water-safety-dogs

Posts by: Dr . Mike Paul, DVM, A Pet's Life, October 6, 2014
Perhaps you saw the recent news article about a little dog name Tuukka? Tuukka was out for a leisurely
boat ride with his guardians when things took a turn. The boat hit a wave and little Tuukka was tossed overboard. The owners, even in a responsive powerboat, couldn’t find him. Fortunately, another boater found
Tuukka – cold and tired – otherwise this story would have had a very sad ending. Tuukka had never
been swimming before and then suddenly he had to swim, “for his life.”

But dogs “doggie paddle,” right?
Unfortunately, it is not unusual for people to take their dogs to pools, beaches or out on boats and never
think twice about their safety. Maybe the fact that dogs have a swimming stroke named after them gives
people the false impression that all dogs are just natural born swimmers. But that is definitely not the case.
Some dogs absolutely hate the water. Other dogs may have medical or orthopedic problems that affect their
strength, stamina and/or mobility making effective and potentially prolonged swimming difficult. And even
if your dog does happen to be an athletic, eager and accomplished swimmer, accustomed to being in the
water, that is no guarantee of safety. Injuries, confusion, hypothermia and fatigue can get the best of anyone, our dog friends included, and can result in tragedy.

Protecting your dog around water
How can you protect your dog near water? One word -- Prepare. Presumably, you wouldn’t dive into the
deep end of the pool or go out on a boat yourself without knowing how to swim or being protected by wearing a flotation device, right? Would you put your children at risk by not making them wear a life jacket?
Remember, your dog cannot elect to take swimming lessons, or buy his own life vest, or decline the offer of
a day out on the water. It is up to you to take appropriate steps to protect him.

Follow these steps to keep your dog safe:
1. Take the opportunity to swim with your dog under supervised circumstances so that you can evaluate
his personal affinity for swimming and physical ability to swim.
2. Do not leave your dog unattended by the water any more than you would leave a child in that situation.
3. Even if you have taken the time to “teach your dog how to get out of the pool,” remember to never
leave your dog unattended. Your dog might happily jump into your pool with every intention of getting out
but become injured or encumbered by objects floating in the pool and not be able to make that learned exit.
4. If you are enjoying a day at the beach, remember that even people who know what to do if they find
themselves caught up in a current or undertow or deadly riptide can still give in to panic and drown. So
don’t let your dog go off and play by himself blindly trusting that he will be safe. Stay with him.
5. If you are going to take your dog boating, get him a life vest. There are plenty of options out there for
the taking. You can pick from different styles, colors and cost options. But remember, dogs come in many
shapes and sizes too so be sure to take your dog with you so you know the device you choose fits properly.
Then, and this is the most important part, be sure to put it on him every time. He won’t necessarily thank
you. But if something happens, you’ll definitely thank yourself.
If you have any questions or concerns, you should always visit or call your veterinarian -- they are
your best resource to ensure the health and well-being of your pets.
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When is it too hot for dog paws?
If the air outside is pleasantly warm, you may think there’s no risk that your dog’s paws will get burnt. But the
ground can get much hotter than the surrounding air and absorbs heat fast, the table below compares the temperatures of the air and asphalt under similar conditions:
Air temperature

Asphalt temperature

25 °C / 77 °F

52 °C / 125 °F

31 °C / 87 °F

62 °C / 143 °F

35 °C / 95 °F

65 °C / 149 °F

What’s more, is some surfaces get hotter than others. A study by Frostburg University has shown that when
concrete reaches a temperature of 104°F, under similar conditions brick can get as hot as 109.4 °f and asphalt
123.8 °F. - Taken from—https://www.four-paws.org/our-stories/publications-guides/hot-asphalt-a-danger-to-your-dogspaws
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Greater Los Angles Scentwork Club—RALLY Trials only—
August 20 and 21.

ENTRIES CLOSE AUGUST 12, 2020—Online entry Available
http://socalscentwork.com/akc-rally/august-20-21-2020-glaswc-rally-trials/
Buenaventura Dog Training Club Rally and Obedience Trial—
September 19 and 20—Rally and Obedience both days
Entries open now—closes September 10, 2020
https://www.apps.akc.org//apps/eventplans/eventsearch/blocks/
dsp_generate_pdf.cfm?
KEY_BINARY_CONTENT=50481&_ga=2.24598778.1130697390.1596661271883144778.1589834023
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Project Jake—Survey of canine use and safety of isoxazoline parasiticides—
abstract published in https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/vms3.285

On September 20, 2018, the United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued a warning that the
following flea and tick medications have caused adverse events in dogs and cats such as muscle tremors,
ataxia and seizures:





Bravecto (fluralaner) tablets for dogs;
Bravecto (fluralaner) topical solution for cats and dogs;
Nexgard (afoxalaner) tablets for dogs; and,
Simparica (sarolaner) and Simparica Trio (sarolaner/moxidectin/pyrantel) tablets for dogs.

All of these medications are in the isoxazoline class of compounds. Isoxazoline is a parasiticide.
The FDA worked with manufacturers of isoxazoline products to include new label information to highlight
neurologic events because these events were seen consistently across the isoxazoline class of products.
Two additional drugs that are also in the isoxazoline class had recently received FDA approval and carry
the warning on their labels:



Credelio (lotilaner) tablets for dogs; and,
Revolution Plus (selamectin and sarolaner topical solution) for dogs and cats.

Isoxazoline class flea and tick medications should not be confused with spinosads – a natural substance
made by a soil bacterium that can be toxic to insects – that is also for treatment or prevention of fleas. Two
of the most well-known spinosad products are Trifexis® and Comfortis®. Dogs that are epileptic or prone
to seizures should not be given spinosad.
Comparatively, researchers and veterinarians thus far cannot point to breed characteristics, age group, drug
interactions or genetic mutations as contributing factors to the findings that prompted the FDA warning
about the isoxazoline class.
Coinciding with the warning, Project Jake had just wrapped up its online questionnaire about flea and tick
medications to 2,751 respondents on August 21, 2018, and released its findings on June 2, 2020.
So why release the results if the FDA already issued the warning?
The Project Jake Survey was more broadly based and included:
 companion pet caregivers who did not give their pets any flea or tick medications;
 pet caregivers who did not see any adverse reactions as well as those that did report them, providing a
more inclusive review of isoxazoline use;
 observations by pet caregivers pre‐ (3 months) and post‐drug use;
 questions when adverse event occurred after use of the drug;
 questioned about number of doses of drug(s) given before an adverse event;
 other concurrent health issues and treatments given were requested;
 multiple adverse events were listed for each report; and,
 recovery information and/or follow‐ups were included.
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Project Jake—Survey of canine use and safety of isoxazoline parasiticides—continued

Remember, this survey also concluded before the FDA warning was released, so it represented an objective
review as there was ongoing discussion and research being conducted prior to the release.
Additionally, the FDA reporting system depends on the voluntary reporting of adverse clinical events by veterinarians and animal caregiver/owners, as well as the mandatory reporting of adverse events by manufacturers. This FDA information is valuable, even if some of the FDA reports could be duplicates.

Out of the 2,751 respondents:
 Gave their dog any flea treatment: 1,594 (57.9%)
 Gave their dog an isoxazoline treatment: 1,325 (48.2%)
Did the dog experience a reaction to any treatment?
 Yes
1,062 (66.6%)
 No
576 (36.1%)
 Unsure 130 (8.2%)

To find out the rest of the results and comparative data with the FDA’s database, you can read Project Jake’s
peer-reviewed and open-access paper, “Survey of canine use and safety of isoxazoline parasiticides”.
About Project Jake: The survey group included Valerie Palmieri, W. Jean Dodds, Judy Morgan, Elizabeth
Carney, Herbert A. Fritsche, Jaclyn Jeffrey, Rowan Bullock, and Jon P. Kimball.
Submitted by Allison Pobirs

VHOC Obed/Rally Trial
Cancelled
Just a reminder that due to COVID uncertainty the VHOC Rally
and Obedience Trial that was scheduled for Sept 12 and 13 has
been cancelled for this year,

THE AGILITY TRIAL IS STILL ON IN DECEMBER

13

U.S. Food and Drug Administration –

Fact Sheet for Pet Owners and Veterinarians about Potential Adverse Events
Associated with Isoxazoline Flea and Tick Products
URL: https://www.fda.gov/animal-veterinary/animal-health-literacy/fact-sheet-pet-owners-andveterinarians-about-potential-adverse-events-associated-isoxazoline-flea
Fast Facts
 The FDA is alerting pet owners and veterinarians of the potential for neurologic adverse events in dogs
and cats when treated with drugs that are in the isoxazoline class.
 The FDA-approved drugs in this class are Bravecto (fluralaner) tablets for dogs, Bravecto (fluralaner)
topical solution for cats and dogs, Bravecto Plus (fluralaner and moxidectin) topical solution for cats,
Bravecto 1-month (fluralaner) tablets for cats, Nexgard (afoxalaner) tablets for dogs, Simparica (sarolaner)
tablets for dogs, Simparica Trio (sarolaner, moxidectin and pyrantel) tablets for dogs, Credelio (lotilaner)
tablets for dogs and cats, and Revolution Plus (selamectin and sarolaner) topical solution for cats. These
products are approved for the treatment and prevention of flea infestations, and the treatment and control of
tick infestations. Some of these products also have other indications.
 Although these products can and have been safely used in the majority of dogs and cats, pet owners
should consult with their veterinarian to review their patients’ medical histories and determine whether a
product in the isoxazoline class is appropriate for their pet.
What should I know?
 The FDA considers products in the isoxazoline class to be safe and effective for dogs and cats but is
providing this information so that pet owners and veterinarians can take it into consideration when choosing
flea and tick products for their pets.
 Isoxazoline products have been associated with neurologic adverse reactions, including muscle tremors,
ataxia, and seizures in some dogs and cats;
 Although most dogs and cats haven’t had neurologic adverse reactions, seizures may occur in animals
without a prior history;
 Many products are available for prevention and control of flea and tick infestations. You can discuss all
options with your veterinarian to choose the right product for your pet.
What products are in the isoxazoline class?



The FDA-approved drugs in this class are






Bravecto (fluralaner) tablets for dogs
Bravecto (fluralaner) topical solution for cats and dogs
Bravecto Plus (fluralaner and moxidectin) topical solution for cats
Bravecto 1-month (fluralaner) tablets for cats
Credelio (lotilaner) tablets for dogs and cats
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Fact Sheet for Pet Owners and Veterinarians about Potential Adverse
Events Associated with Isoxazoline Flea and Tick Products—Continued






Nexgard (afoxalaner) tablets for dogs
Simparica (sarolaner) tablets for dogs
Simparica Trio (sarolaner, moxidectin and pyrantel) tablets for dogs
Revolution Plus (selamectin and sarolaner) topical solution for cats

These products are approved for the treatment and prevention of flea infestations, and the treatment and
control of tick infestations.

What should I do if my pet has an adverse drug event while using an isoxazoline product?
 If your dog or cat experiences any adverse event while using an isoxazoline product, first consult your
veterinarian.
 The FDA continues to monitor adverse drug event reports for these products and encourages pet owners
and veterinarians to report adverse drug events. You can do this by reporting to the drugs’ manufacturers,
who are required to report this information to the FDA, or by submitting a report directly to the FDA.
 To report suspected adverse drug events for these products and/or obtain a copy of the Safety Data
Sheet (SDS) or for technical assistance, contact the appropriate manufacturers at the following phone numbers:
 Merck Animal Health (Bravecto): 800-224-5318
 Elanco Animal Health (Credelio): 888-545-5973
 Boehringer Ingelheim (Nexgard): 888-637-4251
 Zoetis (Simparica, Revolution Plus): 888-963-8471
If you prefer to report directly to the FDA, or want additional information about adverse drug experience
reporting for animal drugs, see How to Report Animal Drug and Device Side Effects and Product Problems.
Pet owners and veterinarians who have additional questions can contact AskCVM@fda.hhs.gov or call 240
-402-7002.
Additional Information
Animal Drug Safety Communication: FDA Alerts Pet Owners and Veterinarians About Potential for Neurologic Adverse Events Associated with Certain Flea and Tick Products
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Jane Nye and Grey
Grey, my new 10 month old Cardigan puppy, completed his TKN,
TKI, and TKA titles at the end of J uly.
We were able to get 30 videos submitted to the evaluator and AKC
recorded the titles within 2 weeks!

Very proud of my new obedience dog!
Many thanks to Patti Rovtar on her awesome Zoom obedience classes! Patti encouraged us to actually accomplish something during
the stay-at-home orders – and we did it!
Grey loves to work!

Nancy Giltner and Roma
Roma earned her USDAA Agility Dog title during the
pandemic in Novice/Started
The USDAA Agility Dog title requires the dog to have
qualify scores in Standard (3 legs), and one leg each in
Gamblers, Jumpers, Relay and Snooker
She now moves on to the Advanced classes!

Debbie Lang and Panda
August 6, 2020—Poodle Club of Southern California Agility
Trial, Stone Pony Ranch, Moorpark, CA
Panda earned Double Q #17. Slowly but surely earning those
Qs and points.
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Kathy Spilos and Votan
When our community recovers from Covid-19, a wonderful, new therapy dog will be out and about bringing love,
happiness and peace to all he meets! So VERY happy to
say that Love on a Leash has officially certified my
“puppy” Votan as a therapy dog! His smile is as big as
his heart, and if one dong can ever help make a difference
in our world; it’ll be this gentle soul called Votan!

In addition to Kathy’s Caelia, Votan
had many K9 mentors showing him
how good therapy dogs behave. This
photo taken in Chatsworth at Rancho
San Antonio Boys’ Home has three
VHOC members Tommy Dicky and
Summer, Monica Nolan and Mikko,
Kathy Spilos and Votan, and their
therapy dog friend, Kona with her
human Kerstin Ullman.
Picture taken Saturday March 7,
2020. Prior to Covid-19.
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Lisa Luberoff and Pepper
Pepper and I have been training virtually with Patti
Rovtar. Through her capable assistance Pepper has
received his Trick Dog Novice title.
Pepper previously received his Canine Good Citizen
last December. My husband and I acquired Pepper
through the Humane Society of Ventura County in January 2019.

New Family Member for the Luberoff Household
In May we acquired a new dog to love. Her name is Cinnamon. She is
learning the basics of obedience from me, and we'll enroll in an inperson class when we can.
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Monica Nolan with Augie and Mikko
Augie and Mikko have been enjoying their time in the mountains. Augie’s been hiking, swimming and chasing squirrels. He tried herding deer but somehow they kept getting
"the jump" on him. I was very happy he decided not to engage the bear we came across! We’ve also been doing some
virtual trialing through NADAC with our Eastern Sierra
Agility Group friends. Last week Augie earned his NAC Novice Agility title.
Mikko’s decided to let Augie do all the exercise this summer. He stays home when we go out and keeps my husband
company - sunning himself on the deck and munching the
occasional bone. Happy Trails!

The following links are for AKC trials https://webapps.akc.org/event-search/#/search (Please be aware that some clubs have cancelled trials
on their webpages, but have not notified the AKC to have them removed from the AKC Event page)
(All AKC events can be search for on this page)
Rally Current Premium locations 

http://socalscentwork.com/akc-rally/august-20-21-2020-glaswc-rally-trials/

(8/19-20/2020)



https://www.apps.akc.org//apps/eventplans/eventsearch/blocks/dsp_generate_pdf.cfm?
KEY_BINARY_CONTENT=50481&_ga=2.24598778.1130697390.1596661271883144778.1589834023
(9/19-20/2020)

Agility 

https://www.lyndatjarksagility.com/event/



http://wwdat.us/upcoming-trials/



https://www.jumpcityagility.com/events.php
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FOR SALE by Sue Rasmussen 805 479 5316 sueqltrat@yahoo.com

1(one) NEW unused #5549-WH Ruff Land Large Double Door Kennel
White – purchased for $329.95 For sale at $250 Doesn’t fit in my sloped car
measures exterior 27” height; 18” wide base; 22” wide; 36” length; weighs 31lbs.
: interior measurements 25” height; 22” wide; 32” length; ventilation on all sides
Made from one solid piece of solid plastic-safest crash tested kennel in the industry
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