
 1 

I hope everyone had a Happy 
4th of July. 

 

Please join us for our 4th Virtual General Membership Meeting on Friday, July 17, at 
6:30 PM on Zoom. Our guest speaker this month is Dr. Lea Alexander, Reiki Master/

Teacher and Animal Communicator. 

Dr. Alexander will discuss Reiki, an Alternative Healing Modality, which can help relieve 
pain, speed up the healing process after surgery or injury and soothe physical and emo-

tional anxiety. See attachment for more information about Lea Alexander.  

If you wish to join us at 6:30 PM on July 17, please RSVP to Carole before July 
15 to receive the link for the virtual meeting.  
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This will be a Zoom meeting, starting at 6:30 PM.  

Please contact Carole Hills chils37@aol.com to let her know you will be attending.  

She will be sending out the Zoom link. 
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On June 19, VHOC hosted the 3rd  Virtual General Membership Meeting with guest speaker, Patrice Gail, a 

Licensed Massage Therapist and owner of Hands that Heal. The meeting was attended by over 35 VHOC 

members and friends. 

Patrice discussed her extensive background in animal training and behavior and her work with a vast array of 

animals, both domestic and wild, as well as her work at AKC and ASCA Nationals, Eukanuba Invitationals 

and various breed nationals and agility trials. She explained  the history and theory of Cranial Sacral Therapy, 

an osteopathic technique to help the body release tension and trauma in canines, equines and even humans!  

To everyone who attended our June 19th 
General Meeting via Zoom 
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People are still setting off fireworks even now.  Seems like 

they have nothing better to do.  

Please continue to take precautions. 
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Freestyle is one canine sport that can be practiced during this isolation time.  All you need is a little space, 

music and a lot of imagination.  And the competitions are virtual! Three club members recently submitted 

dances for the Dogs Can Dance Summer Challenge.  Attached are links to their performances.  Each of the 

dances were individually choreographed to highlight the dog and handler’s strengths and previous training 

in other competitive sports. 

 

Shirley Miller & Smudge   https://youtu.be/0snpxSEoRjQ 

Smudge is a 13 year old retired agility dog that still has plenty of pep.  Shirley choreographed a fun routine 

to John Philip Sousa’s “The Washington Post”.  And to those that say an old dog can’t learn new tricks, 

watch Smudge’s reverse spins!  This dance will give Shirley and Smudge their Classical Freestyle Divi-

sion title. 

 

Kris Donna Mack & Scarlett   https://youtu.be/YXbGDeIdTqI 

Scarlett is also a senior dog, recently retired from competition obedience.  Kris Donna and Scarlett are 

long time freestylers that love creating beautiful patterns with their precision heeling. Entered into the Mu-

sic Interpretation Division, their choreography needed to reflect a music genre.  They chose to interpret the 

spiritual “Oh Happy Day”.  This dance will not only earn them the MI Division title but DCD’s Grand 

Championship! 

 

Monica Nolan & Augie   https://youtu.be/SApIS5mR1A0 

Augie loves to dance, and the faster the tempo, the more fun he has.  As you can tell, both of us had a blast 

with this number.  Also entered in the MI Division, the music genre was a Paso Dolbe.  As my young 

“bull” charged around the arena and between my legs, I was grateful he didn’t have a set of horns!  This 

dance will give Augie his first freestyle title. 

 

Hopefully freestyle classes will start back up in the fall.  If interested, send me 

an email:  nolanmilano@gmail.com  

Photo taken from Dog Can Dance public 
Facebook page.—Feb 28 

Submitted by Monica Nolan 

https://youtu.be/0snpxSEoRjQ
https://youtu.be/YXbGDeIdTqI
https://youtu.be/SApIS5mR1A0
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The Potential Use of COVID-19 Scent Sniffing Dogs*  

Dr. Tommy Dickey 

University of California, Santa Barbara  

July 4, 2020 

 

There are currently important research races to develop effective novel COVID-19 virus vaccines and thera-
pies. However, another important research race is to train scent sniffing dogs, who can be deployed to iden-
tify humans who are infected either symptomatically or asymptomatically with the COVID-19 virus. Hu-
mans “view” the world primarily using their eyes. What about dogs? It turns out that their ‘go to’ sense is 
smell. In fact, dogs “view” the world to a large extent with their noses rather than their eyes. Alexandra Hor-
owitz’s 4-minute TED talk YouTube video, with its excellent visualizations, is highly recommended for 
both children and adults who are interested in dog’s sense of smell. 

 

Dogs can sense a broad range of different molecules with small concentrations. They are in fact better than 
any human-made instruments such as ‘electronic noses’ or gas chromatographs. Dogs are capable of detect-
ing a mindboggling concentration of 1 part in a quadrillion – 1,000,000,000,000,000,000; humans are capa-
ble of a relatively modest 1 part in 1 billion – 1,000,000,000. Why are dogs so much better sniffers than hu-
mans?  The first hint is the shape of a dog’s head compared with a human’s. Note that with a few exceptions 
(e.g., bulldogs and pugs), a dog’s head is mostly nose. Dogs have 1,094 olfactory (smelling) receptor genes 
compared with 802 for humans. Their nasal area (called the olfactory epithelium), which is responsible for 
detecting odors, is over three times greater than a human’s. Dogs have two separate sets of inflow nostrils 
and outflow folds on the sides; humans inefficiently inhale and exhale through the same orifices (nostrils). 
They smell in 3-dimensions giving them smelling capability of depth perception. Dogs have 125-300 mil-
lion olfactory cells to only 5-6 million such cells for humans. Finally, 33% of a dog’s brain is dedicated to 
the interpretation of odors to only 5% for humans. The take home message here is that although both dogs 
and humans have the same senses (sight, smell, touch, taste, and hearing), dogs primarily “view” the world 
through their extraordinary noses. 

 

The humans of a few thousand years ago probably grew to appreciate the presence of wolves as a warning 
system for intruders – animal or human. Domestication of the friendlier wolves likely gradually resulted in 
today’s “best friend” dogs. Eventually, breeders of dogs decided to create dogs with enhanced sniffing ca-
pabilities for a variety of functions such as tracking game (e.g., Hounds), finding rodents (e,g.,Terriers), and 
warning of predators at great distances (e.g., Great Pyrenees). Dogs have already been used to detect can-
cers, diabetes, malaria, Parkinson’s disease, and more. Using inhaled gaseous air and its particulates, dogs 
can detect odorous human originated molecules that can originate from flaked off skin or hair cells, blood, 
breath, saliva, sweat, tears, nasal mucous, urine, semen, or feces. 

 

This brings us to the timely, question “Can dogs detect COVID-19 viruses?” Several laboratories around 
the world are doing research on this topic using dog training techniques similar to those previously used for 
medical applications. British researchers have described a program to determine if dogs can successfully 
detect COVID-19 viruses. In their study, one Cocker Spaniel and five Labradors are being trained to detect 
the COVID-19 virus.  The goal is for trained dogs to non-invasively screen up to 250 people for the virus 
per hour at UK airports by the end of 2020. The training technique is quite similar to the one successfully 
used by these same dogs to detect individuals infected with malaria. The dogs sniff eight different contain-
ers located at the ends of spokes of a carousel and attempt to find the one holding the COVID-19 virus in a 
nylon sock or used facemask of an asymptomatic subject. A successful find results in a treat for the sniffer 
dog. Below are photos of the author with his Great Pyrenees Summer and Linkin during a simulated 
COVID-19 detection experiment. 
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Left Photo. Author prepping his Great Pyrenees Summer (L.) and Linkin (R.) for a simulated COVID-
19 detection experiment. Right Photo. Linkin (L.) finding the simulated COVID-19 target cup. Photos 
by Todd Dickey. 

 

Researchers at the University of Pennsylvania are also training dogs to sniff out COVID-19. They are 
training ten Labradors, who come from working-dog bloodlines. Samples collected from COVID-19 posi-
tive and negative subjects are used in the training. As in the UK work, treats are given for correct identifi-
cations. Special canisters are used to ensure that the dogs and handlers are not exposed to the virus. 
French researchers are using 18 dogs (mostly Belgian Malinos Shepherds) in trials. They have provided 
experimental evidence that trained dogs can detect the presence of the COVID-19 virus by smelling sam-
ples of sweat from human armpits. The dogs were trained to sit in front of a COVID-19-positive sample 
contained in a canister. The success rate for the dogs ranged between 83 and 100%. One of the dogs was 
thought to have pointed in error to two samples that were supposed to be negative. Thus, a failing grade. 
However, a week later the virus donors ended up in a hospital with COVID-19. Several other programs in 
the US and Finland are also training COVID-19 scent sniffing dogs with considerable success. 

 

There are still challenges to the use of dogs for identifying and screening for COVID-19. For example, 
two important questions remain: 1) Can sniffer dogs contract and become ill with the COVID-19 virus? 
and 2) Can dogs pass on COVID-19 to humans? The answers are not yet totally clear. More research is 
needed. However, the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the World Organiza-
tion for Animal Health have stated that the chances of COVID-19 exchange between dogs and humans is 
quite low. One reason is that this virus does not tend to live on surfaces like dog hair. In addition, wide-
spread use of dogs would require a huge number of trained dogs. Importantly, humans being sniffed 
must be comfortable with the dog sniffing them. It has been suggested that Beagles and Bassett Hounds 
have affable qualities to complement their exceptional smelling abilities. A host of organizations utiliz-
ing appropriate breeds and mixed breeds in addition to those described here would be needed. There are 
still other challenges to the use of dogs for identifying and screening for COVID-19.  For example, im-
plementation of COVID-19 scent sniffing dog programs will necessarily require frequent COVID-19 
testing of both the sniffer dogs and their handlers as precautionary measures to protect handlers, dogs, 
and the public. To conclude, the potential for using sniffer dogs is phenomenal as they could in principle 
be used to very quickly and non-invasively identify individuals with the COVID-19 virus at hospitals, 
senior care facilities, schools, universities, and even large public gatherings for sporting events and con-
certs. In addition, sniffer dogs could be used for likely future pandemics. 

 

*A detailed version with references may be obtained from the author (ojaipyrs@gmail.com). 

The Potential Use of COVID-19 Scent Sniffing Dogs—continued 



 9 

FDA warns pet owners about infecting their pets 

Helpful Questions and Answers about Coronavirus (COVID-19) and Your Pets 

We are still learning about this virus, but it appears it can spread from people to animals in some situations. If you are 

sick or think you are sick with COVID-19, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) recommends that you limit contact 

with animals until more information is known about the new coronavirus. 

This means you should avoid contact with your pet, including petting, snuggling, being kissed or licked, and sharing 

food or bedding. If possible, have another family member care for your pet while you're sick. If you must care for your 

pet or be around animals while you are sick, wash your hands before and after you interact with your pets, and wear 

a cloth covering  on your face. 

Q. Should I get my pet tested for COVID-19?  

A. Routine testing of pets for COVID-19 is not recommended at this time. We are still learning about this virus, but it 

appears that it can spread from people to animals in some situations. Based on the limited information available to date, 

the risk of pets spreading the virus is considered to be low. If your pet is sick, consult your veterinarian.  

Q. Can animals carry the virus that causes COVID-19 on their skin or fur? 

A. Although we know certain bacteria and fungi can be carried on fur and hair, there is no evidence that viruses, includ-

ing the virus that causes COVID-19, can spread to people from the skin, fur or hair of pets. 

However, because animals can sometimes carry other germs that can make people sick, it's always a good idea 

to practice healthy habits around pets and other animals, including washing your hands before and after interacting with 

them. 

Q. Are pets from a shelter safe to adopt? 

A. Based on the limited information available to date, the risk of animals spreading COVID-19 to people is considered 

to be low. There is no reason to think that any animals, including shelter pets, play a significant role in spreading the 

virus that causes COVID-19. 

Q. What animal species can get COVID-19?  

A. We currently do not fully understand how COVID-19 affects different animal species. We are aware of a small num-

ber of pets, including dogs and cats, reported to be infected with the virus that causes COVID-19 after having had close 

contact with a person with COVID-19. 

Recent research shows that ferrets, cats and golden Syrian hamsters can be experimentally infected with the virus and 

can spread the infection to other animals of the same species in laboratory settings. Pigs, chickens and ducks did not be-

come infected or spread the infection based on results from these studies. Data from one study suggest that dogs are not 

as likely to become infected with the virus as cats and ferrets. These findings were based upon a small number of ani-

mals and do not indicate whether animals can spread infection to people. 

The first animal that the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) confirmed as positive for SARS-CoV-2 was a 

tiger in a zoo in New York on April 4, 2020. 

On April 22, 2020, USDA and CDC announced confirmed cases of SARS-CoV-2  infection in two pet cats. These were 

the first pets in the United States to test positive for SARS-CoV-2. The cats lived in two separate areas of New York 

state. Both had mild respiratory illness and are expected to make a full recovery. 

For any animal that tests positive for SARS-CoV-2 at a private or state laboratory, USDA's National Veterinary Services 

Laboratories performs additional testing to confirm the infection and posts the results of positive animals on its website.  

-FDA  as of June 4, 2020 
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Bowel Obstruction in Dogs by Dr Edward Bassingthwaighte 

Bowel obstruction or gastrointestinal blockage in your dog is a frightening problem.  

It could happen if your dog gulps her raw bones. Or maybe she guzzles contraband on walks … or gets into 

the garbage, counter-surfs or chews up her toys. 

And it can be a real emergency.  

So, in case it happens, I want to tell you how to recognize it … and what to do about it.  

What Is Gastrointestinal Obstruction? 

A GI obstruction happens when there’s a partial or complete obstruction of the flow of fluids and solids 

through the digestive tract … starting at the stomach and continuing to the end of the rectum.  

This is a fairly common problem.  

And it’s one that can lead to acute illness – and even death – in a pretty short space of time.  

Bowel Obstruction in dogs can vary from mild (partial obstructions) to severe (complete obstruction, with 

or without perforation of the digestive tract).  

So it’s important to be aware of the warning signs and symptoms, and to understand when your dog needs 

to go to a vet.  

Symptoms Of GI Obstruction In Dogs 

Your dog is going to be obviously unwell if she has a complete obstruction. Partial obstructions are often 

less obvious, with only low grade symptoms.  

If your dog is showing any symptoms, consider whether she’s had access to bones, toys or other potential 

foreign bodies recently. 

If your dog is obviously getting sicker, don’t hesitate to get to the vet. Obstructions may need urgent sur-

gery to save her life.  

The take home message is don’t sit on it. Some dogs may only show mild symptoms … but slowly fade and 

get more and more listless.  

Does Your Dog Have A Blockage? 

These are some potential symptoms of an obstruction. 

Anorexia  

If your dog is off her food it could be an early or ongoing warning sign … especially if she’s normally a 

good eater! 

Vomiting 

Dogs vomit very easily, so you only need to get concerned if there’s repeated vomiting.  

If your dog vomits many times in a day, especially for more than a day or two … (and if she has other 
symptoms) … then get to the vet.  
 
If there’s blood in the vomit, it’s more reason to worry. Submitted by Allison Pobirs 

about:blank
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Diarrhea 
Dogs with GI obstructions often develop a runny bottom. In some cases this may have blood in it. Bloody 
diarrhea can indicate a more severe problem. 
 
Depressed Or “Flat” 
 
Most dogs with a GI obstruction will progressively become depressed, flat, and less responsive to their 
owners, other dogs, or anything.  
 
Again … if your dog has any of the other symptoms and is fading like this, get her to the vet urgently. 
 
Dehydration 
 
With vomiting and diarrhea, your dog will be losing fluids. Also, intestinal damage and inflammation can 
cause even more fluid loss.  
 
If your dog has tacky, sticky gums when you run your finger in between her lips and the area above her top 
teeth, it usually means significant dehydration.  
 
Abdominal Pain 
 
Most dogs with GI obstruction have a painful abdomen … often very painful. Your dog may not want to be 
touched on the tummy. Or she may groan and be tense and wide eyed when you touch her there.  
 
Bloating  
 
Depending where the blockage is, your dog may develop a swollen or bloated stomach over time.  
Beware Bloat!  
If your dog has these symptoms, she may have bloat or gastric dilation and volvulus (GDV) … get her to 
the vet ASAP. 

 Sudden bloating 

 Showing distress 

 Trying to vomit without producing anything 

 Rapidly getting worse 
 
Bloat is a life or death emergency and needs immediate veterinary attention.  
 
Causes Of Blockages In Your Dog 
 
Blockages can be caused by internal problems or foreign bodies.  
 
Internal Reasons for Blockage 
 
Internal problems may be: 
 

 A tumor growing large enough to block the flow-through 

 A stricture due to damage from ulceration 

 Adhesions from prior surgery 

 Severe inflammation of the GI tract causing swelling  

Bowel Obstruction in Dogs—continued 

about:blank
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Foreign Bodies 
 
Foreign bodies are a more common cause.  
This means any non-digestible objects your  dog swallows, such as … 
  
 Balls or toys 
 Clothing 
 String 
 Trash 
 Bones (especially cooked) 
 Sticks 
 Rocks or stones 
 Seeds 
 Metal objects 
 Coins 
  or any number of things your dog may gulp down! 
 
Not surprisingly, puppies are more likely to eat strange things.  
 
How Harmful Is A Bowel Obstruction? 
 
The amount of harm done will depend on  

 The nature of the object 

 Size of the object 

 How long it’s been stuck in there 

 Where it gets stuck 

 Degree of obstruction 
 
Partial obstructions cause less harm than total obstructions.  
 
Some materials will cause harm because they’re poisonous (like lead objects) … or corrosive (like batteries). 
 
String-like or sharp objects may puncture the bowels and lead to peritonitis.  
 
Peritonitis happens when gut contents leak into the abdominal cavity. It’s a rapidly spreading infection and it 
causing rapid severe illness … with septic shock not too far down the road. Peritonitis is an urgent and life-
threatening medical emergency. 
 
Even without perforation, the continual vomiting and diarrhea from a blockage can lead to life- threatening 
dehydration and electrolyte imbalances over  time.  
Diagnosing Bowel Obstructions 
 
There can be several ways to diagnose a blockage in your dog. 
 
Blood Work 
 
When you get to the vet, the first thing they will want to do is to run some bloodwork to see if there are any 
other possible causes for the symptoms.  
 
That’s always a good idea! 

Bowel Obstruction in Dogs—continued 



 13 

X-Rays 
 
Then your vet will probably want to take some x-rays of the abdomen. X-rays are often diagnostic for GI  
obstructions.  
 
Barium Meal X-Rays 
 
If plain x-rays are inconclusive and your dog isn’t too unwell, your vet may give a barium meal … then 
take a series of x-rays to see how far the digestive system moves the contrast.  
 
Ultrasound 
 
Ultrasound scans can be very useful in imaging foreign bodies, too.  
 

Treatment For Bowel Obstructions 

Some foreign bodies will work their way through and out the other end, but only if they’re fairly small and 
not too damaging to the tissues.  
 
Some foreign bodies in the stomach can be removed by endoscopy.  
 
Unfortunately, many cases will require surgery to resolve the problem. This could be the solution for a tu-
mor, a restriction, or a foreign body.  
 
If the foreign body is in the stomach, the surgery is relatively simple.  
 
If the blockage is in the intestines, sometimes it’s as simple as making an incision and popping out the ob-
ject before stitching it all back up.  
 
Other times if there is severe damage … your vet may need to remove multiple sections of the intestines 
and stitch the healthy ends back together.  
 
Your dog will probably need to stay in hospital on intravenous fluids for some time … usually until she 
starts eating and having bowel movements again. 
 
Then there will be a period of recovery when you get home. Most dogs recover well, but some dogs can 
have ongoing issues.  
 
If surgery is needed, the sooner the better. This is because the longer the blockage is there, the more the 
tissue gets damaged, and the sicker your dog gets.  
 
So there you have it. Try not to let your dog find indigestible objects to eat!  
 
But be prepared, just in case.  
Be aware of the symptoms and never ignore your bump of trouble. If you think something isn’t right with 
your dog, you need to listen to that! 
 
Dr Edward Bassingthwaighte 

Dr Edward Bassingthwaighte DVM is a holistic home visit vet living in Australia. Dr Bassingthwaighte 
graduated from the University of Queensland in 1995. He uses various integrative/holistic healing methods 
in his practice, including Whole Energy Body Balance, acupressure, homeopathy, herbs, supplements, die-
tary advice. He came to the holistic way of treatment through needing to explore alternatives to heal him-
self from chronic fatigue syndrome. You can read many entertaining and informative veterinary stories at 
his website thehealingvet.com 

Bowel Obstruction in Dogs—continued 

about:blank
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From SCV  Sheriff station post. 

7/5/2020 

This is our fire season and it will last into at least October with all the dry brush we have around. When 

we had the Canyon Fire in Santa Clarita/Agua Dulce the SCV Sherriff department put out a graph on 

what is important during an evacuation. 

PEOPLE (including Pets and Livestock) , PERSCRIPTIONS, PAPERS, PERSONAL NEEDS AND 

PRCELESS ITEMS are the topics listed below. We all need to take stock at regular intervals so that we 

have all the current items.  Evacuation for fire isn’t our only concern in So Cal, evacuation due to Earth-

quakes is also a possibility.  Please take stock and be ready. 
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First Rally Trial held at Action Dog Sports (Stone Pony Ranch) in Moorpark—held on June 18th and 19th 

sponsored by the Greater LA Scent Work Club.  The trial was an evening trial and the weather was really 

nice.  The ring was set up on the agility field and you did not enter the agility area for your run until the 

other dog exited. There were no other dogs allowed on the field except the dog that was working.  We had 

Samantha Williams as our judge, she was very nice to everyone and very aware of the Covid-19 require-

ments.  There were about 64 entries each day.  The walk-thru was handled very similar to the agility trials, 

where you had to wait for the person ahead of you to pass the *2 sign. Everyone was very good about 

wearing their masks and keeping their social distancing. 

They are looking to have more trials in the future, but none are set up yet. 

Remember they are also having Agility trials at Stone Pony as they can get them approved by AKC. Check 

the Weekday Wingding site for upcoming trials: http://wwdat.us/upcoming-trials/  

http://wwdat.us/upcoming-trials/
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Kathy Spilos and Voltan 

Votan has news!  While “staying safe” he and his 

human, Kathy Spilos, walked into the Rally ring 

for the first time together and earned his AKC Ral-

ly Novice title.  Another first for the human this 

time around - the score for their final “title” leg 

was a perfect 100!  Icing on the cake came in the 

form of Votan’s Trick Dog Novice title, too! Spe-

cial thanks to club members Amy Balchum for her 

support and encouragement on our “pandemic” 

obedience work and to Linda Brooks for testing 

our tricks!  

Voltan and Caelia Spilos say 

“Happy 4th of July” 
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Karen Ullman and Kona 

Kona earned her Excellent JWW Title 1st place and Kona also Q'd in Excel-

lent Standard Preferred and got 1st place as well at the American Toy Fox 

Terrier Club/Greater Los Angeles Scent Work Club, June Agility Trial 

Stone Pony Ranch in Moorpark, Ca 

June 11th - June 14th, 2020 

Really proud of her, especially since we really 

did not have any training for over three month. 

Marcia Siderow and Remi 

Remi and I started back to agility a few weeks ago.  No Q’s in AKC yet, but in USDAA we got a Q in 
Masters Snooker and a Q in Steeplechase.  We’re back! 
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Debbie Lang and Panda 

Rally Trial—June 18 and 19, 2020—Greater 

LA Scent Work Club, Stone Pony Ranch, 

Moorpark, CA: 

Panda qualified in all three runs: Masters, 

Excellent and Advanced both days earning 

her 18th and 19th Qualifying Triple Q scores 

and her RAE2 Title. 

Happy Birthday to  

Robyn Zeldon’s Luca 

2 years old 
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UPCOMING VHOC Sponsored Trials at Action Dog Sports, Stone Pony Ranch—Moorpark. 

July 23rd and July 24th, Judge Ann McQuillen, Entries Close July 15th. Premium up on website 

July 30th, Judge Susan McClair—Entries Close July 22nd—waiting for Premium to be put on website. 

The Weekday Wingding webpage is currently being updated to include recently approved trials at the end 

of July and beginning of August. 

http://wwdat.us/upcoming-trials/  

 

http://wwdat.us/upcoming-trials/

