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May General Meeting will be Friday May 15th at 6:00 PM 

This is going to be an online Zoom meeting. 

Mandolina Moon  will be doing a Dog Parkour Presentation 

All those interested contact Carole Hills for information on the application 
we will be using for the meeting. Only those that have RSVP’d to Carol will be 

getting the access codes.. 

Carole has sent out information to all of our club members. 

Please RSVP to Carole Hills at chills37@aol.com 
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Dog parkour combines elements of human parkour and dog agility to create an accessible activity for dogs and 

humans alike. Dogs get introduced to the world of jumping, climbing, balancing over, crawling under, and go-

ing around different obstacles in their everyday world. Parkour can be done anywhere and is limited only by 

one’s imagination. Dog parkour helps with confidence and overcoming fears, and it is a low impact but chal-

lenging activity for any canine athlete. 

Mandolina Moon has a long history training dogs for pet obedience, agility, tricks and TV. For the past two 

years she’s concentrated on competing in Canine Parkour with Taylie Swift, her young Border Collie. Taylie 

recently earned her International Dog Parkour Association (IDPA) Expert Parkour Dog title.  Only five other 

teams have earned this title so far in the history of the organization. 

 

Mandolina will explain the behaviors involved in the sport (such as Over, Under, Around and Through), show 

some competition videos of these behaviors at different skill levels, explain how you can compete and do 

Q&A. 

If you are interested in learning about this popular dog sport, please RSVP 

to Carole Hills by Thursday, May 14 so we may email you the invitational link 

to the Zoom meeting.  chills37@aol.com 
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Rosie Left to right are Kelly, Sandy and Rhonda.  

Ken Perlmutter with input from my 4 Footed Crew 

I want to express my sincere appreciation to all the front line folks that keep us healthy, supplied and informed 

at great risk to your own safety.  Words cannot express my gratitude. 

My household has been self-distancing since the Mayor first implemented the stay at home order in March.  

I miss seeing my family.  My mom is almost 90.  Due to the virus, the assisted living facility where she resides 

has not been allowing visitors.  I am able to talk to her on the phone and she assures me she is fine.  Fortunate-

ly, she’s being well cared for and is safe.  I talk to my brothers and sister a few times a week.  They’re OK, 

too. 

I phone, email or text my friends a few times a month.  So far, everyone is healthy.  I feel for the folks that 

have lost their livelihood.  It’s certainly a scary time. 

I do not venture out of my home much these days except to take walks thru my neighborhood with my dogs.  

They are happy to keep me company while I clean the house, read the newspaper and watch TV, watch TV 

and did I mention, watch TV?  The news of what’s happening in the world is disturbing and depressing.  I’ve 

found the best time to keep my head from exploding is to go walking between 3:00 pm and 5:30 pm in the af-

ternoon. 

In spite of everything, it has been a beautiful spring.  It is very surreal that bandanas and gloves are my newest 

friends.  My neighborhood is typical for the valley.  The flowers are blooming and the lawns are green.  Be-

fore the stay at home order, when I walked the dogs, it was rare to see anyone outside except for trash day.  

Now when I go for walks, there are a lot more people gardening in their yards or out walking their dogs, as 

well.  Many, like me, are ‘stir crazy’.   I hope that everyone will be able to keep food on their tables and a roof 

over their head.  I pray that the resources from the government will make it to the neighbors that need it the 

most.  I’ve met a lot more neighbors and get to briefly chat with them – usually keeping at least 6 feet.   One 

day, when we no longer have to wear masks, I hope I will recognize them. 

Before sleeping, I find myself thinking about how hard it must be on the folks that have lost loved ones.  I 

wonder about the people who have been spending days and weeks in the hospital.  What about the essential 

workers?  The folks I see in my local haunts?  I have no way to know if they’re OK.  I wonder about the well-

being of their families and pets.   

So much has changed in such a short time.   It feels like we have a ways to go before things will be better.  I 

keep hearing ‘We’ll get thru this together’.  I certainly hope so.  I long for the day when this crisis is over and 

we can safely have the freedoms back that we have given up.  
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During this time of necessary social distancing, we want to give our beginner AKC Rally® exhibitors a 

reason to continue training their dogs and to stay engaged with the sport of Rally. The AKC Rally Novice 

Virtual pilot program will provide these exhibitors an opportunity to stay-at-home and enter an AKC Ral-

ly® event.   

 

The pilot program is designed to have a Rally Novice competitor set up a pre-designed AKC Rally® 

course in the safety of their own yard, record the performance and submit it to AKC. In turn, AKC will 

assign a pre-selected AKC Rally Judge to virtually review and score the team’s Rally performance. 

 

AKC will have five pre-designed official rally courses published on the AKC website for the exhibitor to 

choose from. The exhibitor will follow the setup instructions provided, video the performance, upload the 

video to YouTube, set the required YouTube viewing options, and submit the video link with the entry 

form and fee to AKC. 

 

Once the required information is received, and the dog’s records are verified for class eligibility, the video 

link will be assigned to a judge for review. The judge will score the team’s performance and will provide 

a report to AKC.  All qualifying scores will be recorded 

on the dog’s AKC record and applied toward the Rally 

Novice title requirements. AKC will notify exhibitors of 

the results of their submission. 

 

This pilot program will end at midnight December 31, 

2020 and all video submissions must be received by that 

date and time. We are excited to offer this virtual option 

to our Rally Novice exhibitors!  

Thank you Allison for forwarding this over to me. Glad the AKC is taking some steps.  There are a lot of 

people with little or no yards,  but going forward we may be able to use our parks again. 

The entire fillable PDF file with instructions and the fillable form are located at the below URL. I have 

included the instructions on the next page. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn-origin-etr.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/29092534/Rally-Virtual-

Instructions-Entry-Form-Filliable.pdf  

https://link.akc.org/click/20165248.3530/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWtjLm9yZy9zcG9ydHMvcmFsbHkvcmFsbHktdmlydHVhbC1lbnRyeS1waWxvdC8/5b86ecd224c17c5738452ec6B72b30a15
https://link.akc.org/click/20165248.3530/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWtjLm9yZy9zcG9ydHMvcmFsbHkvcmFsbHktdmlydHVhbC1lbnRyeS1waWxvdC8/5b86ecd224c17c5738452ec6B72b30a15
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn-origin-etr.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/29092534/Rally-Virtual-Instructions-Entry-Form-Filliable.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn-origin-etr.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/29092534/Rally-Virtual-Instructions-Entry-Form-Filliable.pdf
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AKC RALLY® VIRTUAL ENTRY INSTRUCTIONS 

 

During this time of necessary social distancing, we want to give our beginner Rally exhibi-
tors a reason to continue training their dogs and stay connected to the sport of Rally. This 
virtual entry concept will provide you an opportunity to stay-at-home and enter an AKC 
Rally event. Is your dog eligible to enter Rally Novice B? If your dog hasn’t earned a qualifying score in 
the Rally Advanced class, you both are eligible! 

Select the Rally Course 

1. There are five predesigned Rally courses for you to choose from. The courses are numbered 
RNV1, RNV2, RNV3, RNV4, RNV5. 

2. For each entry you submit for the same dog, you must use a different course, unless you re-
ceive a non-qualifying score on the course, then you may reuse that course again. 

3. Set up the course with signs. You can use this link to print <signs> or make your own. 
Only you need to be able to read the signs as you are performing the course. 

4. Remember, there is no food allowed on the course! 

5. NOTE the preferred camera location noted on the course. Please set the camera up in 
that location and ensure the video includes the whole performance area. REVIEW your videos 
before you post them to your YouTube channel, we must be able to see and hear the perfor-
mance. Set the privacy setting on YouTube so anyone with the link may view the videos. 

Complete the entry form per the instructions on the form. You must submit both sides of the entry 
form including your signature. 

1. Remember to put the rally course # and the YouTube video link on the entry form. 

2. Scan or photocopy both sides of the entry form. 

3. Send the entry form and the fee by credit card or check to AKC as follows: 

4. Email the entry form to: Rally-VRE@akc.org. Or  you may fax it to: 919-816-4204. 
Mailed entries may be sent to: American Kennel Club, Attn: Companion Events – VRE,  
8051 Arco Corporate Drive, Suite 100, Raleigh, NC 27617-3390. 

5. You may contact the office to make a payment with a credit card by phone at 919-816-
3575, Monday-Friday from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. if you prefer. 

How to Create a personal YouTube channel? Google it! 

Follow these instructions to create a channel that only you can manage using your Google Ac-
count. 

1. Sign into YouTube on a computer or using the mobile site. 

2. Try any action that requires a channel, such as uploading a video, or posting a comment. 

3. If you don't yet have a channel, you'll see a prompt to create a channel. 

4. Check the details (with your Google Account name and photo) and confirm to create 
your new channel. 

Once we have all your paperwork, we will have one of our official rally judges review and score the video 
performance. Qualifying scores will be recorded on the dog’s record and applied to the Rally Novice title 
requirements. You will be notified by email, if one is provided, of your score. 

It's that easy! What are you waiting for? Click here to read the AKC Rally Regulations. Happy Training! 
Your AKC Companion Events Department Team.    Tel: 919-816-3575 / Fax: 919-816-4204 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn-origin-etr.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/28125055/Rally-Sign-Set-02272020.pdf
mailto:Rally-VRE@akc.org
https://aboutme.google.com/
http://images.akc.org/pdf/AKC1193_ROR001_1217_WEB.pdf
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News and Updates 

4/16/2020 — 

After much consideration, we have made the very difficult decision to cancel the 2020 AKC National Agil-
ity Championship.  As you can imagine, this is not something that we wanted to do, however, we felt it 
necessary to make a decision to allow everyone to move forward in their planning for the future. 

We would like to announce that the 2021 AKC National Agility Championship will be held on March 26
-28, 2021 at the Tulsa Expo Center in Tulsa, Oklahoma.  As a 2020 Nationals exhibitor, you will not be 
required to re-qualify for the 2021 National Agility Championship. All who were entered in 2020’s Nation-
als are automatically eligible to enter 2021’s Nationals. 

2020 Nationals entry fees will be refunded unless you advise us that you plan to enter the 2021 Nation-
als.  If entering 2021’s Nationals is your plan at this point, we will move your entry fee to that event.  If 
your entry is moved forward to 2021, you will still have until the closing date of Tuesday, January 12, 
2021 to cancel your entry for a full refund. 

If you do not notify us by Friday, April 24, 2020, we will assume that you do not plan to enter 2021’s Na-
tionals thus issue a refund.  If you paid by credit card than a credit will go back to that card.  If you paid by 
check, then you will be sent a refund check. 

If you would like to move your entry to AKC’s 2021 Nationals, please email Steve Herwig 

at steve.herwig@akc.orgC National Agility Championship 

AKC 2021 National Agility Championship 

Tulsa Expo Center 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 

March 26-28, 2021 

*Revised Qualifying Period: December 1, 2019 through January 3, 2021 

Entries Open:  Tuesday, December 1, 2020 @ 8:00 am Eastern 

Entries Close: Tuesday, January 12, 2021 @ 8:00 pm Eastern 

* 150 points, 4 double-Qs (3 may come from Premier STD/JWW sets) – additional details in posted 

Revised 2021 NAC Eligibility Requirements 

Premium List will be posted no later than Monday, November 16, 2020 

mailto:steve.herwig@akc.org
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News and Updates: 

4/16/2020: Status update regarding the 2020 AKC Rally® National Championship 

COVID-19 has certainly turned the world upside down, and in the process our dog sports are being met with 

many challenges. We find ourselves faced with making decisions about cancelling or postponing AKC 

events. 

2020 AKC RALLY NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP – JUNE 26, 2020 – POSTPONED 

This event will be postponed and moved to Friday, December 11, 2020 

Where: Orange County Convention Center, Orlando, Florida 

AKC RALLY NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP – POSTPONEMENT DETAILS – DECEMBER 11, 2020 

 Exhibitors who are currently entered, but wish to cancel their entries must request a refund: 

 Closing date for refund requests: Friday, July 31, 2020 @ 4:00 p.m. ET 

Those exhibitors who previously cancelled their entry will have the option to resubmit the entry via 

email. 

 You must email RNC@akc.org to confirm you wish to have your original entry resubmitted. Provide 

your name, your dog’s name and registration # in the email. 

 The original entry fee was refunded; call AKC at 919-816-3575 to pay the entry fee by credit card over 

the phone. 

 Closing date to have an entry resubmitted: Friday, July 31, 2020 @ 4:00 p.m. ET 

Those exhibitors who are currently on the waitlist will have the option to remain on the waitlist or re-

quest a refund: 

 Closing date for a wait-listed entry to be withdrawn: Friday, August 7, 2020 @ 4:00 p.m. ET 

 All remaining wait-listed entries will be notified about the status of their entry, via email by Tuesday, 

August 11th. 

 Refunds for wait-listed entries, that are not moved into the event, will be made within 60 days thereafter. 

 

If the event has not filled as of August 11th, a second-round of email notifications will be sent to eligible 

exhibitors beginning with the Championship class, followed by the Master class and so on. 

ALL email correspondence regarding the 2020 RNC should be sent to RNC@akc.org 

We understand these changes may be disappointing, yet we believe this is the best overall plan moving for-

ward. We would like to take this opportunity to thank the Orlando Dog Training Club (ODTC) for giving up 

their Friday trial date in December, which allowed us to make these adjustments. ODTC will be hosting 

RNC/NOC pre-trials on Wednesday, December 9th and Thursday, December 10th. We hope you will sup-

port them with your entries. 

2020 AKC Rally National Championship 
Orange County Convention Center 

Orlando, Florida 

December 11, 2020 
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News and Updates: 

4/16/2020: Status update regarding the 2020 AKC National Obedience Championship 
COVID-19 has certainly turned the world upside down, and in the process our dog sports are being met with 
many challenges. We find ourselves faced with making decisions about cancelling or postponing AKC 
events 

2020 AKC NATIONAL OBEDIENCE CHAMPIONSHIP – JUNE 27-28, 2020 – POSTPONED 

 This event will be postponed and moved to Friday, December 12-13, 2020 

 Where: Orange County Convention Center, Orlando, Florida 

AKC NATIONAL OBEDIENCE CHAMPIONSHIP – POSTPONEMENT DETAILS – DECEM-
BER 12-13, 2020 

 A new first-round closing date will be Friday, July 31, 2020 @ 4:00 p.m. ET. Handlers of dogs that 
were invited in the first round, who did not previously enter, will have until this date to submit their en-
try 

 Exhibitors who are currently entered, but wish to cancel their entries must request a refund: 

 Closing date for refund requests: Friday, July 31, 2020 @ 4:00 p.m. ET 

 

 Those exhibitors who previously cancelled their entry will have the option to resubmit the entry via 
email 

 Closing date for resubmission: Friday, July 31, 2020 @ 4:00 p.m. ET 

 You must email NOC@akc.org to confirm you wish to have your original entry resubmitted. Provide 
your name, your dog’s name and registration # in the email 

 The original entry fee was refunded; call AKC at 919-816-3575 to pay the entry fee by credit card over 
the phone 

 

 If by the closing date the total number of dogs entered is less than 125, a second round of invitations will 
be sent the first week of August via email, Closing date for second round entry: Friday, August 21, 2020 @ 
4:00 p.m. ET 

ALL email correspondence regarding the 2020 NOC should be sent to NOC@akc.org 

We understand these changes may be disappointing, yet we believe this is the best overall plan moving for-

ward. We would like to take this opportunity to thank the Orlando Dog Training Club (ODTC) for giving up 

their Friday trial date in December, which allowed us to make these adjustments. ODTC will be hosting 

RNC/NOC pre-trials on Wednesday, December 9th and Thursday, December 10th. We hope you will sup-

port them with your entries 

2020 AKC National Obedience Championship 
Saturday & Sunday 

December 12-13, 2020 

Orange County Convention Center 

Orlando, Florida 

mailto:NOC@akc.org
mailto:NOC@akc.org
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Deliveries and Barking Chaos  

With most of us staying home, there are a lot more deliveries happening. 

And as anyone with dogs knows, “Bark! Bark, bark, bark! Seriously, 

BARK!” means a delivery truck is pulling up. While it’s good that our 

dogs let us know when someone is outside, very few people want to hear 

their furry alarm systems go on and on. One way to approach the issue is 

to teach your dogs to be quiet when asked. Have treats on hand. First, 

you’ll need to get your dogs barking. This may be accomplished by knock-

ing on your front door from the inside. If that doesn’t work, try having 

someone knock from the outside. (If people normally ring the bell, do that 

instead.) Once your dogs are barking, say, “Quiet!” followed immediately 

by making a sharp “Tchhh!” sound. When your dogs stop barking, praise 

them calmly and give a treat. The reason you’re saying, “Quiet!” followed by the startling sound is that if 

you repeat the sequence often enough, whenever your dogs hear, “Quiet!” they’ll anticipate the startling 

sound, and will become quiet with hearing the word alone. The other way to handle delivery barking is to 

allow your dogs to bark once or twice to alert you, and then have them perform a different behavior. In 

this case, the alternative to continuing to bark will be running to the kitchen to get a cookie! Easy, peasy! 

We do this at my house. The UPS man is here...bark, bark, bark! Then we all run to the kitchen where my 

dogs must sit, stay, and take the cookies gently. I am, by the way, singing a silly song the entire time this 

is happening. It’s loosely based on the tune “Mr. Sandman,” but has somehow evolved to, “UPS man, we 

know you’re here, UPS man, ‘cause we have big ears, UPS man, you’re the best man...” It goes on. Usual-

ly by that time we’re done and the delivery truck is pulling away. Yes, it’s completely silly, but the sing-

ing also disperses any tension, which is especially helpful because Sierra tends to go after poor Bodhi if 

she’s too amped up. Perhaps you have a similar situation. Feel free to make up your own silly 

tunes! Either of these methods should help to make your deliveries more pleasant for everyone. Stay 

healthy, happy and safe, everyone!

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_It's a great time to catch up on your reading/viewing! Visit www.nicolewilde.com to find my books and seminar DVDs on 

fearful dogs, separation anxiety, books for trainers, my Wilde About Dogs blog and more! You can also find me 

on Facebook and Twitter.  

Thank You Laurie Burnam for forwarding over this great information.  I know we are all dealing with 

barking dogs now. 
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I wanted to thank Shiro Torquato for putting 

together a great April General Meeting and 

Ellen Zuckerman for hosting our Zoom meet-

ing. It was great to have the meeting and be 

able to see some of our members through 

Zoom. 

We had a presentation on acupuncture and 

acupressure by Dr. Gael Parks. 

Dr. Parks as part of her introduction described 

her practice, “We specialize in helping our 

clients develop health and wellness programs 

that they can feel empowered with. Eastern, 

Western, Holistic, or Integrative modalities 

will be individually tailored for each patient.” 

Dr. Parks used a stuffed Shar Pei dog to illus-

trate her description of different points of the 

dog that can be used to alleviate anxiety, 

stress, help with calming.  She provided a 

brief history of acupuncture. She also shared 

that acupuncture is good for arthritis, allergies 

and various pains. We had over an hour of 

great information and Dr. Parks answered 

many questions from her Zoom audience. 
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Be careful if you are going 

out to visit any of the poppies 

in the high desert. Remember 

it is rattlesnake country, and 

one of them is the Mojave 

Green Rattler. 

What To Do Immediately After Your Pet Is Bitten By a Rattlesnake 

If you and your pets live in Arizona, knowing basic rattlesnake bite safety could end up saving your pet’s life. 
As a pet owner, a rattlesnake bite is frightening and can be one of the most dangerous situations you will face 
with your pet. Not only do you need to act fast to save your pet’s life, you also need to know what to do in the 
moments after a bite. 
Pay attention to this list! Its contents could end up saving you or your pet’s life one day. 
 
DON’T: Try To Scare Away the Snake 
 
If your dog has been bitten by a snake, then he or she might try to strike back. Without putting yourself in fur-
ther danger, act quickly to get away. In these situations, it is essential that you remove both yourself and your 
pet from the snake. Remember that snakes have a very wide striking distance. 
 
DO: Call Emergency Vet Services Immediately 
 
Venom enters the bloodstream as soon as your dog or cat has been bitten, which means they need emergency 
veterinary treatment as soon as possible. 
The sooner you can get on the phone with veterinary emergency services, the better. If you live in Tucson, 
contact us at the Southern Arizona Veterinary Specialty and Emergency Center. When veterinarians need ur-
gent help or antivenom to save a pet’s life, they turn to the emergency vets at our Tucson animal hospital, and 
so should you. 
 
DON’T: Use a Tourniquet 
 
Using a tourniquet can contribute to tissue death. By restricting blood flow near the bite, the venom is concen-
trated in one area and the blood there is not oxygenated, which can lead to necrosis. Because rattlesnake ven-
om is hemotoxic (it damages red blood cells, platelets, and blood proteins that allow normal blood clotting), it 
prevents the pet rattlesnake bite wound from clotting. Unfortunately, many pet owners mistakenly think a tour-
niquet will stop the bleeding. 

While this article was written with Arizona in mind, what do with a Rattlesnake bite is time sensitive 

and the same Do’s and Don’t apply.  This article is from URL: https://www.southernazvets.com/immediately-

pet-bitten-rattlesnake/  

 

https://www.southernazvets.com/immediately-pet-bitten-rattlesnake/
https://www.southernazvets.com/immediately-pet-bitten-rattlesnake/
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DO: Check for Symptoms of a Pet Rattlesnake Bite 
 
Unless your pet was on a leash when bitten, it may not be immediately clear what happened. If your pet is 
acting strangely or you notice a sudden change in personality, it’s important to check for the following pet 
rattlesnake bite symptoms: 

 Bleeding puncture wounds 

 Swelling and bruising around that puncture wound 

 Slow or ragged breathing 

 Whimpering in pain or fear 
Sluggish behavior, lethargy, or trembling 
 
DON’T: Suck the Venom Out 
 
Don’t believe what you see on TV! Once snake venom is in the bloodstream, it’s there to stay. Trying to 
suck venom out of your pet’s wound is akin to trying to take a vaccination out of your system once it’s been 
administered. Instead, you should seek out a veterinary emergency or specialty center immediately. You 
don’t have time to lose. 
 
DO: Keep the Wound Below Heart-Level 
 
It may seem like common sense to elevate the wound; unfortunately, the exact opposite is true for snake 
bites. Our emergency veterinarians in Tucson will tell you that the goal is to keep the infected blood away 
from the heart as long as possible. Keeping the bite lower than the heart can help with this. 
Here in the United States, about 38.9 million homes include a pet cat, and 46.3 million include a dog. If you 
live in any region of the country with rattlesnake populations, then it’s crucial to be prepared for anything. 
First, you should know what to do (and what not to do) after your pet is bitten by a rattlesnake. Second, you 
should have a veterinary emergency center on speed dial — just in case. 
Above all else, remain calm while you seek out emergency veterinary services. Venomous snake bites, espe-
cially rattlesnake bites, are treatable with the right antivenom, but only if you get to the animal hospital in 
time. 
 

What To Do Immediately After Your Pet Is Bitten By a Rattlesnake—continued 
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Foxtails and Your Dog: Risks and Symptoms  -   
https://pets.webmd.com/dogs/foxtail-grass-and-your-dog#1  
Tips for Preventing Foxtail Problems 

Foxtail plants can be risky for your dog. The barbed seed heads of the foxtail plant can work their way into any 

part of your dog or cat, from the nose to between the toes and inside the ears, eyes, and mouth. They can even 

simply dig themselves directly into a patch of skin. 

The foxtail plant is a grass-like weed. It is mostly found in the Western half of the U.S. 

The danger of foxtails goes beyond simple irritation. Because these tough seeds don't break down inside the 

body, an embedded foxtail can lead to serious infection for your dog. It can even lead to death if left untreated. 

The seeds can be hard to find in your dog's fur. 

So how can you tell if your pooch has a foxtail that’s causing problems? If you find a foxtail should you ex-

tract it? And when is it time to call a vet? 

Foxtails and Your Dog: Risks and Symptoms 

Foxtails travel. Moving relentlessly forward, never back, they can migrate from inside your dog's nose to 

its brain. They can dig through skin or be inhaled into -- and then perforate -- a lung. 

Embedded foxtails can cause discharge, abscesses, swelling, pain, and death. If your dog is displaying any of 

the following symptoms, check for foxtails or talk to your vet: 

 Feet. Foxtails love your dog's feet and can easily become embedded between tender toes. Check for fox-

tails if you notice swelling or limping or if your dog is constantly licking the area. 

 Ears. If your pooch is shaking his head, tilting it to the side, or scratching incessantly at an ear, this could 

be the sign of a foxtail -- one that may be so deep inside the ear canal you can't see it. Your veterinarian 

needs to take a look using a special scope. 

  Eyes . Redness, discharge, swelling, squinting, and 

pawing all may be signs your dog has a foxtail lodged 

in its eye. If you think this may be the case, seek veteri-

nary care immediately. 

 Nose. If you see discharge from the nose, or if your dog 

is sneezing frequently and intensely, there may be a 

foxtail lodged in a nasal passage. 

 Genitals. Foxtails can find their way into these areas, 

too. So if you notice your dog persistently licking at its 

genitals, foxtails could be the cause. 

 

https://pets.webmd.com/dogs/foxtail-grass-and-your-dog#1
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The x-ray on the left is of a 

foxtail tract that was injected 

with contrast medium to show 

just how far a foxtail can trav-

el. The lesion between the 

toes of the foot on the bottom 

right is how these tracts will 

look to the naked eye. This is 

a great example of just how 

far foxtails can migrate in tis-

sues. Thank you to Dr. An-

drew Grange from Veterinary 

Surgical Centers in Berkeley 

for this amazing x-ray.  

Foxtails and Your Dog: Risks and Symptoms   - Continued 

 

Tips for Preventing Foxtail Problems 

Any dog can get foxtails in the ears, nose, eyes, or mouth. But dogs with long ears and curly hair can be espe-

cially prone to foxtail problems. Prevent issues by: 

Examining your pet's coat during foxtail season -- generally May through December -- especially if you've 

gone walking in open fields. Brush your dog as necessary, looking especially closely for pointy foxtail awns 

in your dog's thick or feathery fur. 

Check your pup's face and ears carefully for foxtails. Don't forget to look in and around your 

pooch's mouth and gums. 

Carefully check your dog's paw pads for foxtails -- especially between the toes. 

Use tweezers to remove any foxtails you can easily get to. But if a foxtail is deeply embedded, or if the area 

around it is red or swollen, call your veterinarian right away. Remember, foxtails won't come out on their 

own, and they can burrow into the brain, spine, eardrums, lungs -- actually, anywhere. 

The easiest way to prevent foxtail problems is to keep your dog out of overgrown, grassy areas. You should 

also pull out any foxtail plants you find in your yard. Also consider trimming your dog's hair during foxtail 

season, especially if it tends to persistently get foxtails in one spot. 
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Virtual AKC Therapy Dog visits 
 

Tommy Dickey  just learned that the AKC is accepting virtual visits  for their therapy dog title program.    
For further information, you can contact Dawn at  

<akctherapydog@akc.org> 

Monica Nolan and Mikko 

Mikko decided to do virtual therapy visits during this lockdown 

period.  With Augie’s help, he sent a short video to AKC’s PupPal 

Program.  AKC sends these videos out to those needing a little 

hug, like isolated seniors in nursing homes.  And through Love on 

a Leash, Mikko sent this greeting to local hospitals and college 

students at CSUN.  

mailto:akctherapydog@akc.org
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Sarah Sykes with Brio and Tele 

I don’t have any brags, but I do have two adorable 

assistants who are sometimes helpful and some-

times downright lazy as I work remotely from 

home!!   

Robyn Zeldon with Luca and Chaos 

Luca earned her Trick Dog Advanced title on May 

2nd and Chaos earned his Trick Dog Intermediate 

title on Apr il 22rd.  All Tricks were submitted by 

video to be evaluated by AKC eval-

uator.  
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Debbie Lang with Max and Morgan 

Max and Morgan both did their video 

evaluation for Intermediate Tricks Title 

(TKI) and passed. They both did 10 

tricks each. Morgan does a great 15 ft. 

crawl, and Max can catch and fetch his 

toy with the best of them. 

Laurie Burnam and Tesla 

AKC Advanced Trick title TKA for Tinseltown Electric Speedster Aka Tesla. This is her third trick title plus 

CGC. 

Had to do 10 tricks by video so she jumped over me, went under me, kept treat on nose, brought me money 

when I dropped it, weave through leg, pivot on a pot both directions, spin left and right, did sit and down 

from 15’ away, found a toy by name amongst two others and retrieved a specific article amongst 5 or more 

similar ones. Happy quarantine. 
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Monica Nolan and Augie 

Augie has been a busy boy during our lockdown time.  We decided to give Parkour a try.  The Internation-

al Dog Parkour Association is offering a special quarantine titling program which is based on meeting their 

requirements using objects found in your home and garage.  We took them up on it and earned a IDPA 

Quarantine Novice title.  What fun! 

 

Augie also earned his AKC Trick Dog Elite Performer title.  This title requires that the tricks be linked to-

gether into a story or skit.  It also usually requires performance before a live audience.   AKC temporarily 

waved the “live” requirement but asked folks to distribute 

videos of the performance to as many people as possible.  So 

here’s Augie’s performance.  Hope it generates a smile or 

two:  https://youtu.be/CsaDTeKHuxE 
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