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VHOC has some NEW classes starting—
New Agility Unleashed class starting in June with Stephanie Colman, Page 3.
Nosework—”Drive Building” class and “Pattern Building” See page 4.
New Novice Obedience Class starting with Flo Walberg as Instructor, Page 5
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Announcements:
We have a lot going on at VHOC—3 new classes starting, and on Friday May
19th, a great General Meeting with Trick Dog evaluation.
We will be having two new classes at the VHOC Obed/Rally Trial—
Rally Intermediate and Rally Masters—the trial will be on December 9th and
10th, with our Agility trial on December 8th, 9th and 10th.

The Raffle Committee is ready to start taking all those donations for
the December trial Raffle. See Allison Pobirs or Cindi Malchose
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NEW AGILITY CLASS
Curriculum:
Develop (or strengthen!) your dog's ability to work with you off-leash, even around distractions, in preparation for the fun sport of agility! This class will focus heavily on recalls away from, and stays around, distractions; introduce 2-on/2-off contacts and weave poles; and start several of the "groundwork" skills necessary
when navigating an agility course. Successful completion of this class is required before joining Agility
FUNdamentals. This class is also useful for students looking to responsibly enjoy other off-leash activities
with their dogs, such as hiking or lake/beach adventures.
Pre-requisites:
Completion of a VHOC or similar obedience class. Dogs should be able to sit and lie down without food, and
maintain a sit- or down-stay around mild distractions, such as the handler walking a circle around the dog, or
another dog working nearby. Dogs must be food motivated, and handlers must be willing to use food rewards
(in addition to praise/toys/play, etc.). Dogs with arousal/aggression issues (toward other dogs or people) are
not ready for this class - no exceptions. (If your dog has "special needs" when around other dogs, please contact the instructor to discuss other training options.) Dogs should be crate (or x-pen) trained and able to
crate quietly when not actively working.
When:
Thursdays from 8-8:50 p.m., starting June 8. (No class on June 22.)
To sign up for the class please use the form at this link—
CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP FOR THE JUNE 8 SESSION

Location:
Held at CPLC - 7357 Jordan Avenue, Canoga Park, CA.
Cost:
$130 per eight-week session for VHOC members; $150 for non-members. No drop-ins.

Class Limits:
8-10 working teams per class.
Instructor:
Stephanie Colman
For more information, please contact Stephanie at stephanieMcolman@gmail.com.
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We are very pleased to announce a new K9 Nose Work Class on Tuesdays, 6:30 pm at a private residence
in Rancho Cascades (Sylmar North) beginning May 16, 2017. Cost for the 6-week session is $150, payable to VHOC on the first night of class.
This "Drive Building" class is for all levels of nose work teams and will focus on building the dog's
drive, problem solving ability, motivation and confidence. It is perfect for dogs brand new to the sport or
veterans looking for an edge in competition who want to reinforce their foundation. After building the
requisite drive and understanding of K9 Scent Work, dogs can move on to the "Patterns & Handling"
class which follows at 7:45. Or... teams can do both classes!
Michael McManus and Natalie McManus will be teaching the classes. Both are NACSW Certified Nose
Work Instructors and have many years of experience working with dogs. See their bios on our website
at https://www.vhoc.org/instructors.
To enroll, contact Carole Hills, VHOC Nose Work Registrar at chills37@aol.com.
Space is limited, so reserve your spot today!
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Registration is open for VHOC's new Novice Obedience Class with renowned obedience
competitor, Flo Walberg as instructor.
The class will be held at VHOC's training site--Canoga Park Lutheran Church, 7357 Jordan
Avenue, Canoga Park on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm.
This is an 8-week class covering rules and tips for the Novice class, on leash heeling, attention, footwork, stand for exam, recall and group exercise.
Cost for the 8-week session is $130 to VHOC members and $150 to non-members.
We need a minimum of 8 students to start the class.
The registration form was sent out in an email by Carol Hills, if you need a copy please
contact Carol Hills at chills@aol.com
There is still space available in this exciting new class, so send in your registration form
and check payable to VHOC to:
Carole Hills, VHOC Registrar, 13689 De Garmo Avenue, Sylmar, CA 91342
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VHOC Members join us for an evening of AKC Trick Dog Testing!
Friday, May 19, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Canoga Park Lutheran Church.
Tricks are fun to train, and a great way to show off your dog's skills!
Now, they can even build your dog's resume with the recently launched AKC Trick
Dog Titling Program!
To test for a title, familiarize yourself with the requirements, and print the appropriate checklist, highlighting which tricks you'll be performing. (One level per dog, please.) Be sure to bring any necessary
props (we will have tunnels and jumps available). Don't forget your checklist! We can't validate your performance without it! Club members Lindia Brown, Stephanie Colman and Katie McGuire will simultaneously
conduct testing to reduce wait-time.
Testing is free for members. AKC charges a processing fee of $20 per title.
Members not wishing to test for a title are welcome to use available Club space for training. If time allows,
we'll set up a simple jump/tunnel sequence for some quick agility fun.
Potluck appetizers and desserts welcomed!
SPACE IS LIMITED! RSVP by May 17 to chills37@aol.com. If testing for a Tr ick Dog title, be sur e to
indicate how many dogs you'd like evaluated. Handlers with multiple dogs will have individual dogs evaluated between other teams, not consecutively.

For questions, please email:
stephanieMcolman@gmail.com.
The checklists can be found at:
http://www.akc.org/trick-Dog/trick-dog-applications/
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Pet Calendar: May Is National Chip Your Pet Month
B Y L A R R Y K A Y (Taken from: http://positivelywoof.com/pet-calendar-may-is-national-chip-your-pet-month/
Did you know that May is National Chip Your Pet Month? It’s a time of the year when veterinarians, animal shelter operators and pet lovers alike set aside to talk about the importance of microchipping your pet.
This tiny chip, with its unique identification number could make the difference between your pet finding his
or her way home and being lost to you forever. You may say, “My pet never gets out by himself,” and that’s
a great thing. What happens though if something spooks him and he does dash out the door, or slip out of
her collar, or find a way you never imagined would be an escape route and slips away.
I personally have had a cat who, when we first moved into our new home, was so afraid that he slipped into
a cupboard that had a hole (we didn’t know about) in the floor and got out of the house. Thankfully, he was
too afraid to move from where he’d hidden in the shrubs, but if he had run away his chip would have helped
us to get him back home. It was a harrowing event. Losing a pet is a heart wrenching event and knowing
that a simple veterinarian procedure to implant a microchip could help you be reunited if you ever got separated provides peace of mind.
WHAT ARE MICROCHIPS?
It’s an identifying circuit that is implanted under the skin, at the shoulder blades, of your pet. It’s no bigger
than a grain of rice. If your pet gets lost she can be scanned with a microchip reader, the identification number shows and you can be found in a database because the number is linked to your information.
The price for the procedure varies but is typically less than $50. Microchip companies may require a fee to
register your information.
WILL IT HURT MY PET?
Veterinarians say that implanting a microchip is akin to getting a vaccination. The procedure is quick and
doesn’t require anesthesia or recovery time. There are some veterinarians who will administer a topical anesthetic, but it’s not necessary.
HOW SAFE IS A MICROCHIP?
The risk of losing your pet forever is much higher than the risk of having your pet microchipped. The chips
are made from a biocompatible substance and that means it shouldn’t cause any allergic reactions in your
pet. In the past there were reports of the microchips “migrating” in the pets, but the newer chips have an anti
-migrating property so that doesn’t happen. Once the chip has been implanted it will stay in place, will not
degrade over time, and will help ensure you and your pet are reunited if he is ever lost or stolen.
WHO DOES THE SCANNING?
In the frightening event that your pet is lost or stolen and is eventually found, nearly all animal shelters and
veterinarians have a microchip reader; many of them are universal, meaning any type of chip can be read by
any scanner.

8

The Dog Flu Symptoms You Need to Know
Taken from: http://www.akc.org/content/health/articles/the-dog-flu-symptoms-you-need-to-know/

AKC › Dog Health › Symptoms
The Dog Flu Symptoms You Need to Know

Anna Burke | November 07, 2016

The dog flu has been in the media recently, thanks to increased reports of outbreaks and new strains. While
most cases of dog flu are not fatal, the canine influenza virus can make your dog uncomfortably sick, causing
him—and you—a lot of stress and time spent at the vet’s office. If you are a dog owner, you don’t need to
panic about the dog flu. You should, however, familiarize yourself with the symptoms of dog flu so that you
know what to look for in the event of an outbreak in your area.
What Is the Dog Flu?
The dog flu, or canine influenza virus, is an infectious respiratory disease caused by an influenza A virus,
similar to the viral strains that cause influenza in people. There are two known strains of dog flu found in the
United States:


H3N8



H3N2

The H3N8 strain actually originated in horses. The virus jumped from horses to dogs to become a canine influenza virus around 2004, when the first outbreaks affected racing Greyhounds at a track in Florida, and the
virus is now found in 40 states in the U.S.
H3N2, on the other hand, originated in Asia, where scientists believe it jumped from birds to dogs. H3N2 is
the virus responsible for the 2015 and 2016 outbreaks of canine influenza in the Midwest and continues to
spread throughout the United States.
How Is Canine Influenza Spread?
Like human forms of influenza, dog flu is airborne. Respiratory secretions escape
into the environment in the form of coughing, barking, and sneezing, where they
are then inhaled by a new canine host. The dog flu also spreads through contaminated objects and environments, like water bowls, collars, and kennel surfaces, or
through contact with people who have had direct contact with an infected dog.
Crowded areas like kennels and dog parks are breeding grounds for diseases like canine influenza. The close
proximity of the dogs means that a barking, coughing, or sneezing dog can easily infect the dogs around him.
This is made more dangerous by the fact that dogs are most contagious during the incubation period before
they start exhibiting symptoms.
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The Dog Flu Symptoms You Need to Know
Continued

How Long Are Dogs Infected With Dog Flu Contagious?
The incubation period of canine influenza is approximately two-to-four days from initial exposure to the dog
flu virus. Viral shedding starts to decrease after the fourth day, but dogs with H3N8 remain contagious up to
10 days after exposure, and dogs with H3N2 remain contagious for up to 26 days. Most vets recommend isolating dogs with H3N2 for at least 21 days to reduce the risk of transmission.
Almost all dogs that come into contact with the disease will contract it, but not all dogs that become infected
show symptoms of the virus. About 20-25 percent of dogs infected are asymptomatic, but these dogs can
still spread the disease. If one of your dogs catches the dog flu and the other seems unaffected, remember
that he could still have the virus. Talk to your vet about quarantine procedures for all of the dogs in your
household.

Symptoms of Dog Flu
So how do you know if your dog has the dog flu? There are several symptoms of dog flu that all owners
should be aware of. Dog flu cases range from mild to severe and, unlike human influenzas, are not seasonal.
Keep an eye out for the following symptoms year-round:


Coughing (both moist and dry)



Sneezing



Nasal discharge



Purulent nasal discharge



Runny eyes



Fever



Lethargy



Difficulty breathing

Dog flu symptoms resemble kennel cough symptoms, which is also an illness that you should talk to your
veterinarian about as soon as you notice symptoms.
Most cases of dog flu are mild, but severe cases do occur. In these cases, dogs develop pneumonia, difficulty
breathing, and a high fever. Luckily, the mortality rate of dog flu is relatively low, with less than 10 percent
of dog flu cases resulting in fatalities.
This does not mean that you should refrain from taking your dog to the vet, as secondary infections can develop as a result of the virus. And as anyone who has had the flu can attest, the experience is singularly unpleasant, and your veterinarian can help you keep your dog comfortable during the recovery process.
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The Dog Flu Symptoms You Need to Know
Continued

Treating Dog Flu
The canine influenza virus requires the attention of a veterinarian. In some states, vets are required to report
cases of canine influenza to the government to help monitor the spread of the disease. Since the canine influenza is still a relatively new virus, you will actually be assisting your veterinarian, as well as your dog,
by bringing your sick dog in for a visit. This will help veterinarians study and monitor the disease as it
evolves.
There is no cure for dog flu. Treatment is supportive, and your veterinarian can advise you on the best ways
to keep your dog comfortable during his illness and recovery. Some dogs may require fluids to aid their recovery, as well as nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory medications to reduce their fevers. Your vet will help you
come up with a nutritional plan and may prescribe antibiotics to treat secondary bacterial infections.
Your vet will also inform you about appropriate quarantine procedures to prevent the spread of dog flu, depending on the strain of the virus your dog contracts, and can give you information about disinfectant solutions to use in your home to help kill the virus.
Call your vet ahead of time to let her know that your dog is showing symptoms of a respiratory infection.
Both kennel cough and dog flu are highly contagious, and your vet may request that you keep your dog in
the car (with someone keeping the car running to prevent overheating, of course) until your appointment
time to prevent the risk of transmission to other patients in the waiting room.

Preventing Dog Flu
The best way to prevent your dog from contracting the dog flu is to keep him away from public places or
kennels with recently reported cases of dog flu. If you come into contact with a dog that you suspect has
dog flu or has recently been exposed to the dog flu, wash your hands, arms, and clothing before touching
your own dog. This will reduce the risk of transmission from you to your dog.
There are vaccines available for both the H3N8 and H3N2 strains of canine influenza. Your vet may recommend the vaccine based on your lifestyle. For instance, if you live in an area with a high incidence of dog
flu or if your dog regularly spends time in kennels or travels to shows around the country, then your dog
could be at an increased risk of contracting canine influenza and your vet may recommend the vaccine as a
precaution.
It is up to us to keep our dogs safe and our dog-friendly community venues free from contagious diseases.
The more dog owners who are aware of the symptoms of dog flu, the better the chances are of veterinarians
identifying another outbreak before it gets out of control.
Note: The information provided here is not meant as a substitute for veterinary
care. If you suspect that your dog has the dog flu or another respiratory infection,
contact your veterinarian as soon as possible and refrain from taking your dog to
public places where you might expose other dogs to illness.
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Flo Walberg and Duncan—
At the Bakersfield trial, Duncan got his Breed Championship.
He only needed 1 point to finish but he wound up with a 3-pt.
major! How lucky is that????
I ran him back to the obedience ring and he went in open B and
got his 1st open leg with a 197.5.
We had a great weekend.

Flo Walberg and Duncan
At the Southwest trial, Duncan got his second
open leg with a 198. He did a marvelous job!
One more leg to go!

12

Gwen Fiorito and Jada
Jada got her CD title at the Southwest Obedience Show.
At the Kern County Obedience Club Show in Bakersfield she got 2nd Place
on her 1st leg, then1st Place on her 2nd leg.
At Southwest Obedience Club Show she got another 2 back to back 1st Place
wins for her CD title.
AKC GCH CH and CKC CH Neu-Rodes Most
Valuable Player CD RE CS CI CGCA

Debbie Lang and Panda—April 30, 2017, Central Valley
ASC, ASCA Agility Trial—Elderwood, CA:
Open Jumpers—1st place—JS-O Title
Photo by Valerie Negaard
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Michael Fields, Stephanie Schuster and

MACH Crack.

What an amazing girl. (MACH earned Saturday, April 29, 2017, at the
Border Terrier Club of Southern California)
Crack’s work ethic is so strong. She gives every run the same passion as
her first. Crack would have earned her MACH earlier, except that we’ve
had quite a bit of down time. Michael broke his foot in three places, and
the next year he had knee surgery. I jumped in as Crack’s handler, but had to learn how to “send” because I could not keep up with her. Then, we were on the move and between houses for almost a
year, which interrupted our trialing, and during that time we only had one dog to run between
us, so Michael would share Crack’s runs with me when we were able to trial. Crack worked hard for
both of us. It has been a tough three and a half years, but through all these challenges, Crack never lost
her enthusiasm and passion for agility. I’ve been reminded that it doesn’t matter to Crack. She rocks it
and is having a great time. Crack is just as passionate as ever!
We just confirmed with AKC that Crack is the first Grand Champion (GCH) Weimaraner to also earn a
MACH. We are very proud that she earned both titles with us as her owner handlers. Crack’s sire, Happy, also had some firsts. Happy was the first Weimaraner in history to earn a Time 2 Beat title, and I just
checked and Happy is still the only Weimaraner who has earned a
BROM and MACH (out of the 565 Weimaraners listed to date with
a BROM), and he earned his BROM with only two litters.
We would have loved to see what Crack could do at an inside facility with even surfaces and climate control. We take two months off
from competition during the summer because of the heat, so those
are months lost while working towards her stats. Weims don’t have
a double coat for insulation, and are larger dogs, so can be sensitive
to extreme temperatures. It is hard not to be envious of some of our
counterparts in the Midwest, who live close to these facilities, but
we are luckier than others who live hours away from trials. There
have been some setbacks, but Crack has shown devotion and focus
throughout everything. Crack is truly a once in a lifetime partner!
GCH MACH Top Hat's Hollywood Canteen At MandM JH MX
MXS MXJ MJS MFB T2B4 NRD VX (Holly aka Crack)
CH MACH Mandm's Happy Trails MXB MJS T2B BROM
(Happy)
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Allison Pobirs and Ladd
Ladd and I entered Utility B and Open B (ODX) at the Spring Fling in Tulare May 6th.
We had a blast, love the ring & parking set up, really love the big field out back to toss a ball and so many
photo ops!
Nice social times with fellow exhibitors and the club volunteers! Ken Blanchard of Vacaville CA is an
amazingly pleasant judge to show under for exhibitors of all levels!!!
We qualified in 3 of 4 classes - Ladd was really fun! We are now at leg 9 of 10 toward Ladd's UDX-O!
and...HIT Am Trial, HIT & HC PM trial
In all fairness I must own up - our NQ was the direct result of a
good boy Ladd following my handling (error) explicitly, his good,
my not so good.
Allison and one content BC
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Marcia Siderow and Remi
On Sunday April 24th, at USDAA Titlemania in Camarillo with DART,
Remi got his Starters Snooker Title and
was first place with the highest score of
all dogs in that class for the entire three
day weekend. He's still crazy on the
course at times, but has his moments of
brilliance and this was one of them.

Monica Nolan an Mikko
Mikko & I Q'd in the Spring Dogs Can Dance National Freestyle
competition with a dance submitted under Music Interpretation - a
Mambo. We received a score of 140 out of 160, being judged on
choreography, technique, team work and presentation. This is our
seventh qualifying dance. One more earns us the DCD Champion
title.
Here's a link to the performance: https://youtu.be/adTk0i0Kffs

Stephanie Schuster and M
M won at the dog show today! We don't get out to conformation very often
because we have been busy with agility (M has earned her Novice Jumpers
and Novice FAST titles), but we keep track of the other shows in our area, and
look up the judges to see if they might like my girl (and me as an owner handler). Rio Hondo, May 7, 2017 M earned Winners Bitch and Best Opposite
Sex for one more point towards her championship!
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Judith Lewis Mernit and Thomas
Oh man do I have brags!
Thomas finished his UDX on April 23 at the Chief Solano Kennel Club trial
in Vallejo, California, showing to Judges Chris Cornell and Judi James. It
was nice, cold terrier weather, and we had a great time. He also finished up
an Obedience Master title at Hollywood Dog Obedience Club, earning the
last six points he needed in Utility. (I said to him at the start of the run, “All
you need is a 190 . . .” And that’s exactly what he got!)
He is the fifth Cairn Terrier to earn a UDX, and the first to earn an OM.
I am thrilled with my little man.
(The picture is from Vallejo, with Chris Cornell.)

17

Cynthia Casby and Potter Potter earned her 3rd Rally Novice leg at HDOC. 1st place in the B class
with a 94. - New RN Title
She also earned another championship point going BOV at Angeles Canyon
show at Industry Hills two weeks ago.

Cynthia Casby— New Puppy Brag—MacGyver
"MacGyver" (aka Mac) (will be registered as Meadowlark's I Can Do Anything at Fireside. He is a tricolor smooth collie and 14 weeks old. He's
from Wyoming. His pedigree is long line of Champions who are also
successful well titled performance dogs. While not related to Potter, his
mother was from the same breeder.
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National Pet Month. (US)
Responsible Animal Guardian Month.
Pet Cancer Awareness Month. Sponsored by Pet Cancer Awareness and the Blue Buffalo Foundation for
Cancer Research. (Also see November events.)

Chip Your Pet Month.
National Service Dog Eye Examination Month. The American College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists hosts this annual event when over 200 veterinary ophthalmologists donate their services to provide eye
exams to service dogs in the US and Canada.
May 1: National Purebred Dog Day.
May 3: National Specially-Abled Pets Day.
May 7, 2017: Mayday for Mutts. First Sunday in May.
May 7 – 13, 2017: American Humane’s Be Kind to Animals Week. This week-long event has been celebrated since 1915. Always the first full week of May.
May 7-13, 2017: National Pet Week. Always held the first full week of May by the American Veterinary
Medical Association.
May 8-13, 2017: Puppy Mill Action Week. An initiative of the HSUS, this week is always scheduled to
begin the Monday before Mother’s Day.
May 8: National Animal Disaster Preparedness Day.
May 21-27, 2017: Dog Bite Prevention Week. This event by the Amer ican Veter inar y Medical Association (AVMA) along with the United States Post Office (USPS) and the American Academy of Pediatrics
(AAP) focuses attention on preventing dog bites. 3rd full week in May.
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