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Genetics, Epigenetics, and Anxiety Plus – a mind-blowing adventure! 

This presentation will help to answer the following question:  When you see anxious, fearful dogs, can 

you assume that they have been abused?  Many people, especially animal rescue volunteers, jump to 

that conclusion by just looking at a dog’s behavior. 

For convenience, I use the term Anxiety Plus to cover that group of behaviors that people describe in 

various ways, including “nervous”, “fearful” “hypervigilant” “anxious” “worried” and more. 

We will start with a brief review of the major causal factors in dog behavior, then look a little more 

closely at the role of genetics in causing Anxiety Plus.  Can a pup be born with this behavior?  We will 

then take a deeper dive into epigenetics, those environmental factors that affect the expression of the 

genes, and see how these factors may cause Anxiety Plus.  And we will conclude by looking at a cur-

rent study that shows one example of a way to reduce the impact of the epigenetic factors. 

Of course, there will be time for questions and comments at the end – that’s the most fun part of any 

program! 

  

Deena Case-Pall, Ph.D.  

Consulting Psychologist (CA lic # PSY-11997) 

If you’re interested in joining us for 

this program,  

please RSVP by June 11th to Monica 

at: 

    nolanmilano@gmail.com 

So we can be sure you get the Zoom 

link. 
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Link to trial premium on VHOC website - 

https://www.vhoc.org/_files/ugd/b0639f_e3975638893b41bfaa093af0105d1d6b.pdf 
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April 2026  HERDING UPDATE    Performance Events Department  

 

 To: All Clubs Licensed to Host Herding Tests and Trials All Approved Herding Judges  

Subject: New Breed Eligibility - Dalmatians This is to inform all clubs licensed to hold herding events that 

a change will be made to the list of breeds eligible to participate in Herding Tests and Trials. This change 

allows for the Dalmatian breed to participate in Herding Tests and Trials, starting on May 1, 2026. The list 

of all breeds eligible to participate in Herding can be found here.  

Dalmatians Eligible to Participate in Herding Starting **May 1, 2026** 

From the May AKC Board Meeting Minutes—https://www.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/

Board-Minutes-May-2026-FINAL-PUBLISHED-with-Appendix.pdf 

 

Agility – Allowing the Wall Jump in all Classes Staff presented a recommendation to modify the Agili-

ty Regulations to allow all AKC licensed Agility clubs to use the wall jump as an optional piece of 

equipment in all AKC Standard and Jumpers with Weave classes (but not allowed in FAST or T2B). The 

wall jump may replace the panel jump or be substituted for a spread jump (triple, double, ascending or 

the broad jump). The wall jump may only be taken one time in Standard and Jumpers with Weaves clas-

ses.  

Upon a motion by Dr. Garvin, seconded by Ms. Fineburg, the Board VOTED (In favor: Dr. Davies, Dr. 

Knight, Dr. Battaglia, Mr. Carota, Ms. Fineburg, Mr. Fugiwara, Dr. Garvin, Mr. Hamblin, Mr. Hoke, Mr. 

Smyth, Mr. Stansell, Ms. Thomas. Absent: Ms. Goldberg) to waive standard procedure to vote on the 

recommendation immediately. Upon a motion by Dr. Garvin, seconded by Ms. Fineburg, the Board 

VOTED (In favor: Dr. Davies, Dr. Knight, Dr. Battaglia, Mr. Carota, Ms. Fineburg, Mr. Fugiwara, Dr. 

Garvin, Ms. Goldberg, Mr. Hoke, Mr. Smyth, Mr. Stansell, Ms. Thomas. Abstain: Mr. Hamblin) to mod-

ify the Agility Regulations to allow use of the wall jump as an optional piece of equipment.  

This change is effective August 1, 2026.  

 

Redefine the meaning of “Fast” in the Obedience Regulations The Board VOTED to approve a re-

quest of the Delegate Companion Events Committee to amend the Obedience Regulations, removing the 

words “must run” from the current statement and replacing them with “Fast,” meaning that the handler 

and dog must move forward at a noticeably accelerated speed. (See Appendix B.)  

This change is effective June 1, 2026  

https://www.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Dalmatians-in-Herding.pdf
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A bit of VHOC award history—the Multiple Sport Award 

Laurie Burnam offers a perpetual trophy to members who obtain 2 or more titles from different perfor-

mance sports (e.g., obedience, agility, herding, lure coursing, field, tracking, carting, hunting, scent/nose 

work), in any registry. All qualifiers’ names will be listed by year; the trophy will be held for one year by 

the member with titles in the most sports. In the event of a tie, the trophy will be awarded to the handler 

with the most titles earned. 

Date Owner & Dog #Titles and Sports Picture 

2015 Laurie Burnam & Scusi 20 titles in 4 sports - agility, herding, 
obedience & rally 

 
2016 Laurie Burnam & Scusi 4 sports - Agility, Herding, Rally and 

Obedience 

 
2017 Linda Zimmerman & 

Angel 
9 titles in 4 sports - agility, obedience, 
nose work & rally 

 
2018 Laurie Burnam & Scusi 13 titles in 5 sports - agility, herding, 

obedience, rally & tricks 

 
2019 Eileen Kickish & Sandy 11 titles in 4 sports - agility, obedi-

ence, rally & tracking 
  

 
2020 Monica Nolan & Augie 16 titles in 5 sports - agility, freestyle, 

parkour, rally & tricks 
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Date Owner & Dog #Titles and Sports Picture 

2021 Debbie Lang & Panda 12 titles in 4 sports - agility, herding, nose 
work & rally 

 
2022 Debbie Lang & Panda 17 titles in 3 sports - agility, herding & 

rally 

 
2023 Debbie Lang & Panda 15 titles in 5 sports agility, herding, obedi-

ence, rally & tricks 

 
2024 Robyn Zeldon & Lyric 6 titles in fig dog, lure coursing, nose 

work, rally and tracking 

 
2025 Allison Pobirs & Claire 17 titles in 4 sports – Fast CAT, Fetch, 

Scent work and agility 

 

A bit of VHOC award history—the Multiple Sport Award—continued 

Note—some titles are not considered performance sports for the VHOC award—namely the CGC, home 

manners type titles and after 2024 fit dog was classified as a title not counted for the Multiple sport award.  

Just a reminder that the Annual Awards will be here before you know it.  Keep track of all those titles 

from the different registries  

(example: AKC, ASCA, NADAC, NSCSW, USDAA, UKI,. With titles like Barn Hunt if you have a title 

that can be recognized  by the AKC and you apply and have that title added to your official records you 

would not count twice—once from the original organization and again from the AKC, please only count it 

once) 
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Treating Dog Wounds Naturally At Home: Full Guide 

March 16, 2026 | Vanessa Truswell (The Natural Dog Store blog) 

Every dog parent knows that cuts, scrapes, or scratches are a part of life when you have an adventurous ca-

nine companion ... so treating dog wounds like these is a must. Whether it’s a paw injury from running on 

rough terrain, a scrape from overzealous play, or a scratch from an unfortunate encounter with a branch, these 

mishaps can leave your dog with open wounds that need attention. 

The good news is that when it comes to wound care, you don’t need to rely on harsh chemicals or anti-

biotics that could impact your dog’s long-term health. 

Natural remedies provide gentle yet effective solutions that align with your dog’s body’s ability to heal itself. 

Below, I'll walk you through the basics of natural wound care, highlighting practical options to promote heal-

ing. 

Understanding The Basics Of Natural Wound Care 

The first step in treating a wound is to stay calm. Dogs often pick up on their owner’s emotions, so remaining 

composed will help your pet feel more at ease. 

Start by carefully examining the wound to determine its severity. For minor scratches or cuts, natural reme-

dies can be applied at home, but for deeper or more severe injuries, it’s best to consult your veterinarian. 

Natural wound care focuses on supporting the body’s innate healing mechanisms rather than relying on harsh 

antiseptics or antibiotics that can disrupt the natural microbiome. 

Ingredients like herbal infusions, gentle hydrotherapy, and soothing oils can help clean the wound, reduce 

irritation, and promote tissue repair. 

By choosing natural options, you’re giving your dog’s body the tools it needs to heal without unnecessary 

side effects. 

Here are some of the best natural wound care options for dogs ... and how to use them. 

The 3 Best Natural Wound Care Options For Dogs 

1. Hydrotherapy: The Power Of Water 

Water is one of the simplest yet most effective tools in dog wound care. Hydrotherapy works by gently rins-

ing away debris, dead cells, and bacteria from the affected area, creating a cleaner environment for tissue re-

pair. 

Beyond just cleaning, the flow of water stimulates healing by increasing blood flow to the area, encouraging 

fresh, healthy tissue to form. 

To use hydrotherapy, start by calming your dog and positioning them comfortably. Run cool water over the 

wound for 5–10 minutes daily, using a faucet, hose, or spray attachment. For smaller dogs, a sink sprayer 

works well, while larger dogs can be treated outdoors. 

Always ensure the water pressure is gentle to avoid causing discomfort or pushing debris further into the 

wound. This easy technique can form a vital part of your pet first aid kit, reducing the risk of infection and 

promoting faster healing. 
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2. Natural Topical Remedies For Wound Healing 

Calendula Officinalis 

Calendula, known for its soothing and antimicrobial properties, is a cornerstone of natural wound healing. 

This powerful herb not only helps reduce the risk of infection but also promotes tissue repair. Available in 

gel, cream, oil, or ointment form, Calendula is an excellent addition to your pet first aid kit. 

To use Calendula, apply a thin layer directly to the wound after cleaning it. Its gentle properties make it suit-

able for both minor cuts and larger wounds requiring extra care. For dogs with sensitive skin, ensure the 

product is free of added fragrances or chemicals. 

Symphytum (Comfrey) 

Symphytum, or Comfrey, is especially beneficial for deep or gaping wounds that require granulation tissue 

to fill the affected area. This herb accelerates the regeneration of healthy skin, making it a must-have for 

wounds where deeper layers are exposed. 

You can use Symphytum products alone or mix them with Calendula for a more comprehensive aid treat-

ment. Apply the mixture to the wound, ensuring the area stays clean and covered. For best results, pair with 

hydrotherapy to maximize healing. 

Moist Bandaging 

For wounds that require skin regrowth over larger areas, maintaining a moist environment is crucial. A water

-based Calendula gel can be applied under dogs’ sterile bandages to encourage the growth of new skin cells. 

To prevent the bandage from drying out, cover it with a plastic layer and monitor it regularly, reapplying the 

gel as needed. This method ensures the wound remains hydrated and promotes continuous wound healing. 

3. DIY Topical Treatments For Dogs 

Making your own natural remedies at home is easier than you think and a great way to ensure quality and 

freshness. 

Calendula and Symphytum oils are simple to prepare and can be a valuable addition to your aid kit. 

Ingredients 

• Dried Calendula flowers or Symphytum leaves 

• Cold-pressed extra-virgin olive oil (or another long-lasting carrier oil) 
 
Method 

1. Fill a clean jar with dried herbs, ensuring it’s not packed too tightly. 

2. Pour the oil over the herbs until fully submerged. 

3. Seal the jar and store it in a cool, dark place for six weeks. Shake the jar gently every few days to distrib-

ute the herbs evenly. 

4. After six weeks, strain the mixture through cheesecloth or a fine sieve to remove the herbs. Store the in-

fused oil in a clean, dry container. 

Treating Dog Wounds Naturally At Home: Full Guide—continued 
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Storage Tips 

For longevity, keep the infused oil in a dark, cool place. Smaller jars work best to avoid waste, especially if 

you’re not treating wounds regularly. 

This homemade solution is gentle, effective, and free of unnecessary additives, offering a natural way to care 

for a dog’s skin while avoiding products that could cause irritation. 

Monitoring And Maintaining The Wound 

Caring for your dog’s wound doesn’t stop after the initial treatment—it requires ongoing monitoring and 

maintenance to ensure proper healing. Daily checks are essential to track progress and spot any potential is-

sues early. 

Start by observing the wound closely for any changes in color, swelling, or discharge. Healthy wounds should 

gradually show signs of improvement, such as reduced redness, decreased swelling, and the development of 

healthy pink tissue. 

If the wound appears to worsen or shows signs of infection, like increased heat, pus, or a foul smell, it’s 

time to consult a veterinarian. 

Keeping the wound clean is equally important. Reapply natural treatments like Calendula or Symphytum daily 

after cleaning with hydrotherapy or a gentle rinse. Always ensure your hands and tools, such as tweezers or 

applicators, are clean to prevent introducing bacteria. 

Dogs tend to lick their wounds, so using a soft bandage or an E-collar can help keep the area protected. By 

maintaining a clean environment and staying alert to your dog’s healing progress, you’ll help her recover fast-

er and avoid complications. 

FAQ 

How can I treat my dog's wound at home? To treat your dog’s wound at home, start by gently rinsing it 

with cool water or mild baby shampoo to remove dirt and debris. For deeper puncture wounds or infected 

wounds, consult an emergency animal hospital immediately, as some injuries may require professional care. 

Can an open wound on a dog heal on its own? While minor wounds may heal with proper care, deeper or 

infected wounds often require first aid treatment and possibly veterinary assistance. Always clean your dog’s 

wound and monitor it for signs of infection like swelling, pus, or redness. 

Can you put Neosporin on an open wound on a dog? Although Neosporin may seem helpful, it’s best to 

avoid using it without veterinary guidance, as some dogs may lick it off and ingest harmful ingredients. In-

stead, focus on natural first aid treatment options and seek advice for wounds that require veterinary care. 

Should dog wounds be covered? Yes, covering your dog’s wound with a self-adhesive elastic bandage can 

protect it from dirt and licking while it heals. For severe injuries, such as those caused by dog fights or other 

trauma injuries, seek help from an emergency animal hospital immediately to prevent complications. 

 

Article source submitted by Allison Pobirs 

https://thenaturaldogstore.com/blogs/health/treating-dog-wounds-naturally 

Treating Dog Wounds Naturally At Home: Full Guide—continued 
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Keep Calm and Celebrate: July 4th Pet Tips You’ll Wish 
You Knew Sooner 

Discover simple ways to prep them for a stress-free holiday, 

By Maddie Topliff, Published on 07/02/25 

Key Takeaways 

• Fireworks and festivities can be highly stressful and dangerous for pets, making preparation essential 

for their safety and comfort on July 4th. 

• Simple strategies like updating ID tags, creating a quiet space, and adjusting your pet’s schedule can 

greatly reduce their anxiety during the holiday. 

• Consulting your veterinarian ahead of the holiday about calming aids or sedatives can ensure a more 

peaceful experience for pets who are extra sensitive to noise. 

 

The Fourth of July is typically a wonderful holiday for humans, but the same holiday can have our furry 

friends feeling red, white, and blue. From loud, booming fireworks to busy parades, Independence Day is 

not the most pet-friendly holiday. That's why it's so important to take proper precautions and keep your 

pets calm and secure. 

 

Luckily, you can help reduce pet stress by preparing ahead of time. 

Why the Fourth of July Is Dangerous for Pets 

Unlike humans, our pets aren't accustomed to fireworks and don't understand their meaning, leaving them 

easily spooked. In fact, more pets go missing around July 4th than at any other time of year, according to 

the AMC. Additionally, a delicious Fourth of July barbecue can have some not-so-scrumptious conse-

quences for hungry pets—skewers, charcoal, and bones, oh my! 

How to Prepare Pets for the Fourth of July 
 
Here are five tips to help ensure a low-stress Fourth of July for your furry friends. 
 
01of 05 

 Update Your Contact Info 
If you've moved recently or changed your phone number, make sure your most current information is re-
flected on your pet's ID tags and/or microchip. If worse comes to worst and your pet gets lost this holiday, 
people will have access to your up-to-date contact info if they come across your lost pet. 
 

02of 05 
Set Up a Quiet Space 

While you may not be able to completely eliminate Fourth of July noise, it's important your pets have a 
quiet, secure haven they can retreat to if it gets a little too overstimulating. This is especially important if 
you are planning on hosting a get-together or are planning on setting off fireworks of your own. You can 
further enhance your pet's safe zone by blocking off windows and playing soothing white noise to muffle 
bright flashes and loud bangs. 
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Keep Calm and Celebrate: July 4th Pet Tips You’ll Wish You Knew Sooner—Continued 

 

03of 05 

Adjust Your Pet's Schedule 

You may already be a morning person, but if not, consider being one this Independence Day. Tiring out your 

pet early in the day with plenty of exercise and play will help them better cope with after-dark surprises like 

fireworks. For indoor pets, exercise and play are just as important. The Fourth of July is a great excuse to 

break out the enrichment toys. 

04of 05 

Guard Your Grill 
There's nothing better than a Fourth of July barbecue. Keep the focus on the fun by keeping your pets out of 
harm's way. While the grill may waft tempting smells toward their noses, it's not the safest area for your ani-
mals. Avoid an emergency vet visit by keeping the grill area blocked off and informing BBQ guests to not feed 
your pets table scraps, especially if they're served on a stick or bone. 
 
05of 05 

Talk To Your Veterinarian 
If you're worried about being able to manage your pet's Fourth of July anxiety, it may be worth giving your vet 
a call to talk about calming aid and sedative 
options. 
“If your pet has a known fear of storms or 
fireworks, proper sedation can make the 
experience much less stressful for you and 
your pet," says Carly Fox, senior veterinari-
an in the emergency and critical care ser-
vice at the Schwarzman Animal Medical 
Center. "Make sure to speak to your veteri-
narian prior to July 4, so that medication 
can be secured, and ideally, tested ahead of 
the holiday." 
The idea of sedation may be scary to some 
pet owners, and to that, Fox adds that seda-
tives are usually a win-win.   
"Sedatives are often very safe and effective 
and can make the holiday much more en-
joyable for your pet and your family!" Fox 
says. 
 

Enjoy Your Holiday 
 
The Fourth of July doesn't have to be a day 
of doom and gloom for your pets. Proper 
preparation can do wonders for the peace of 
mind of the owner and pet alike! 
 
Article URL - 
https://www.thesprucepets.com/july-4th-pet
-prep-11765309 
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June 11 – Ventura County Scent Work Club – Camarillo – Agility - Action Dog Sports | 
June 12-14 Contact Point Agility Club of LA - Camarillo – Agility - Action Dog Sports | 
June 19 – 21 – Golden Retriever Club of Gtr LA - Camarillo – Agility - Home - Lynda Tjarks Agility Production 
June 26-28 – Southern California Collie Club - Camarillo – Agility - Jump City Agility 
 
July 4-5 – Samoyed Club of LA – City of Industry – Agility – Home - Lynda Tjarks Agility Production 
July 11-12 - Papillon Club of So Cal – Norco – Agility - Home - Lynda Tjarks Agility Production 
July 17 – AKC Judge Fetch Test XII – Temecula – Fetch - Sue Ingham, Event Secretary 
July 18-19 - Dog Agility Club of Ventura – Camarillo – Agility - Home - Lynda Tjarks Agility Production 
July 18-19 – Ventura County Scent Work Club – Acton – Fast CAT - Action Dog Sports | 
July 21 – AKC Judge Fetch Test XII – Temecula – Fetch - Sue Ingham, Event Secretary 
July 23-24 – Valley Hills Obed Club – VHOC – Camarillo – Agility - Action Dog Sports | 
July 25-26 – Border Collie club of Gtr LA – Camarillo – Agility - Action Dog Sports | 
July 31 – Aug 2 – Moorpark KC – Camarillo – Agility -  Jump City Agility 
 
Aug 1-2 – Moorpark KC – Camarillo – Agility - Jump City Agility 
Aug 7-9 - Dash Agility Club of So Cal – Huntington Beach – Agility - Michele Morlang, Event Secretary 
Aug 15-16 – Keeshond Club of So Cal – City of Industry – Agility – Home - Lynda Tjarks Agility Production 
Aug 29-30 Golden Retriever Club of Gtr LA – City of Industry – Agility – Home - Lynda Tjarks Agility Production 
 
Sept 5-6 – South Coast Vizsla Club – City of Industry – Agility – Home - Lynda Tjarks Agility Production 
Sept 9-11 – Valley Hills Obedience Club – Camarillo – Agility - Action Dog Sports | 
Sept 12-13 – Valley Hills Obedience Club – Camarillo – Obedience/Rally - Lynn Ehrenberg, Event Secretary 
Sept 12-13 – Cocker Spaniel Club of Orange County – Norco – Agility – Home - Lynda Tjarks Agility Production 
Sept 18-20 – Southern California Collie Club – Lake View Terrace – Agility – Jump City Agility 
Sept 19-20 – Valley Hills Obedience Club – Acton – Fast CAT - Action Dog Sports | 
Sept 19-20 – German Shepherd Dog Club of San Gabriel Valley – Camarillo – Obedience/Rally - Jennifer Gysler, Event Secretary 
Sept 25-27 – Santa Ana Valley KC – City of Industry – Obedience/Rally - Jack Bradshaw Dog Shows, Superintendent 
Sept 25-27 – Moorpark KC – Camarillo – Agility –  Jump City Agility 
 
Oct 2 – Scent Work Club of the San Gabriel Foothills – Pasadena - Scent Work Detective Class only 
Oct 3-4 – Scent Work Club of the San Gabriel Foothills -Azusa - Scent Work Trial 
Oct 2-4 – Golden State Rottweiler Club – Camarillo – Agility –  Jump City Agility 
Oct 9-11- Dash Agility Club of So Cal – Huntington Beach – Agility - Michele Morlang, Event Secretary 
Oct 10-11 – Bakersfield Obedience Training Club – Bakersfield – Obedience/Rally - Margaret L Throne, Event Secretary 
Oct 23-25 – Southland Weimaraner Club – Perris – Fast CAT - Action Dog Sports | 
Oct 23-25 – Greater Los Angeles Scent Work Club – Perris – Farm Dog Certification - Action Dog Sports 
Oct 23-25 – Hollywood Dog Obedience Club – Camarillo – Agility - Jump City Agility 
Oct 23 – Tri-Valley Working Dog Club of Pinon Hills – Perris - Obedience/Rally - Jack Bradshaw Dog Shows, Superintendent 
Oct 24 – Kennel Club of Riverside – Perris – Obedience/Rally - Jack Bradshaw Dog Shows, Superintendent 
Oct 25 – Pasanita Obedience Club – Pasadena – Obedience/Rally - Jennifer Gysler, Event Secretary 
Oct 29 – South Bay KC – City of Industry - Obedience/Rally – Jack Bradshaw Dog Shows, Superintendent 
Oct 30 – Long Beach KC – City of Industry – Obedience/Rally – Jack Bradshaw Dog Shows, Superintendent 
Oct 31 – San Gabriel Valley KC – City of Industry – Obedience/Rally – Jack Bradshaw Dog Shows, Superintendent 
 
Nov 1 – Antelope Valley KC – City of Industry – Obedience/Rally – Jack Bradshaw Dog Shows, Superintendent 
Nov 8 – German Shepherd Dog Club of the San Gabriel Valley – Moorpark – Rally - Lynn Ehrenberg, Event Secretary 

All Trial Dates were taken from the AKC Events Page, many of the Trials have Premiums associated with them on 

the event pages.  American Kennel Club - Event Search  The trials listed are within 100 miles of Santa Clarita, 

CA. 

If a trial application hasn’t been submitted to the AKC the trial will not show up on the AKC Event Search. 

https://actiondogsports.com/
https://actiondogsports.com/
https://lyndatjarksagility.com/
https://www.jumpcityagility.com/files.php
https://lyndatjarksagility.com/
https://lyndatjarksagility.com/
https://lyndatjarksagility.com/
https://actiondogsports.com/
https://actiondogsports.com/
https://actiondogsports.com/
https://www.jumpcityagility.com/files.php
https://www.jumpcityagility.com/files.php
https://lyndatjarksagility.com/
https://lyndatjarksagility.com/
https://lyndatjarksagility.com/
https://actiondogsports.com/
https://lyndatjarksagility.com/
https://www.jumpcityagility.com/files.php
https://actiondogsports.com/
https://www.jumpcityagility.com/files.php
https://www.jumpcityagility.com/files.php
https://actiondogsports.com/
https://www.jumpcityagility.com/files.php
https://webapps.akc.org/event-search/#/search
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Laurie Burnam and Tesla 

ASCSC/MAC  ASCA Agility, Juniper Hills, May 16/17/2026 

Elite Regular  10 Q  2nd place 

Elite Regular    5 Q  1st place 

Elite Regular    5 Q  4th place 

Now just need 5 more points in Regular for her Agility Trial 

Championship title ATCH 

Oh so close... 

Marilyn Braverman with Fleetwood and Theo 

Fleetwood has been working on his Championship title and getting close. He was Winners dog at 

Ventura Show and Theo is working on his Therapy Dog title. 

Debbie Lang and Panda 

ASCA—SCVASC Agility Trial May 22-24, Santa Clarita, CA 

ACE Senior division, only entered in Regular class 

5/22—Round 1—10 pt Q, 1st place 

5/23—Round 1—5 pt Q, 1st place and  Round 2- 10 pt Q, 1st place 

5/24 Round 1—10pt Q, 1st place and Round 2—10 pt Q, 1st place 

Just 25 more points until her ACE II 
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Cynthia Binder and Danka 

Introducing my new puppy, Danka vom 

Binderhaus who will be known as Danka. 

This is pronounced like the Danke in 

Danke Schoen in German which means 

thank you very much. We are thrilled to 

have a puppy again! Here she is getting 

ready to do big things...LOL!  

VHOC OBED/RALLY TRIAL 

ENTRIES ARE OPEN—CLOSES Wednesday AUG 26, 2026 

AKC—Premium URL for VHOC Obed/Rally Trial 

https://www.apps.akc.org/apps/eventplans/eventsearch/blocks/dsp_generate_pdf.cfm?

KEY_BINARY_CONTENT=103202 
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Debbie Lang with Morgan, Panda and Max 

Scent Work Club of the San Gabriel Foothills 

 

Morgan May 16, Novice A Interior Title 

(SIN) 

Panda May 17,  

Advanced Buried title (SBA) 

Qualifying Advanced Interior Leg #2 

Qualifying Excellent Container Leg #1 

 

Max May 17, 

Qualifying Advanced Container Leg #1 

Qualifying Excellent Interior Leg #1 

Qualifying Excellent Exterior Leg #1 

This was the first time Panda and Max have been in Excellent. 

Since in Scent work you can’t run two dogs in the same class yourself 

I have dogs running in several different levels and elements. 

Shiro Torquato and Archer 

May 30,2026 - Ventura County Dog Fanciers Scent Work Trial  

Ventura County Fairgrounds 

We qualified in three elements in Advanced; Buried, Interior 

and Exterior.   

We also completed our Advanced titles in Buried (SBA) and 

Interior (SIA). 
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Debbie Lang with Morgan, Panda and Max 

Ventura County Dog Fanciers Association, Summerfest, Ventura 

Morgan 

5-30 Novice A Container Qualifying 2nd Leg 

Advanced Exterior Qualifying 1st Leg 

5-31 Novice A container Title (SCN) and overall Novice Scentwork 

Title—SWN 

Max 

5-30 Qualifying in Excellent Interior for his 2nd Leg 

5-31 Qualifying in Excellent Interior for his title—SIE 3rd place, 

and Qualifying in Excellent Exterior for his second Leg. 

Panda - 

5-30  Qualifying in Excellent Container for her 2nd Leg 4th place 

5-31 Qualifying in Excellent Container for her title SCE , 3rd place 

and Qualifying in Advanced Interior for her 2nd Leg 
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Monica Nolan with Rose and Augie 

Ms Rose excelled at the May 18th SWCSGF’s AKC Scent-

work trial.  Only her second trial, she Q’d in all 5 novice 

classes with first places in Nov Containers and Nov HD.   

This earned Rose the Nov A High in Trial, aka Rising Star 

Award.  She won the same award at her first trial.  Guess 

she likes this sport! 

Augie also competed at the SWCSGF trial the following 

day.  He finished out Novice HD title (SHDN) with a 4th 

place, earning his Nov HD title,. 

Augie also Q’d in Excellent Interiors 

Karen Ulman and Bowie 

Bowie earned a leg and 1st place in Master 

Preferred Fast at the MKC Agility trial on 

May 16, 2026.  

He also placed 1st at the USDAA Driven 

Dogs trial, on May 23, 2026,  in Performance 

1 Gamblers and Steeplechase.  
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Cynthia Casby with Potter 

Potter earned 3 of the 4 Scent Work Advanced 

Element titles at Summerfest in Ventura on 

May 31.  

She earned all 3 of her Buried (SBA) Title,  

Interior (SIA) Title and Exterior (SEA) Ad-

vanced title legs in only 3 shows. I am so 

proud of my 12 year old dog!  

Cynthia Casby with MacGyver 

MacGyver had success earlier in May, earning his 

Companion Dog (CD) Obedience title at the  at 

the Camarillo Community Center on May 10th.  

I am so proud of him as CD is a fundamental title - 

one of the original titles from when I started in obe-

dience in 1982.   

Cynthia Casby with Gryff and Potter 

Happy to report that Gryffindor (“Gryff”) finished his 

Scent Work Novice SWN (overall) title by completing 

his Scent Work Interior (SIN) and Scent Work Exteri-

or Novice (SEN) titles at the SWC of the SGF trial in 

Burbank (at Woodbury University) on Saturday May 

16th,  

Potter earned her first three SWA element legs at the 

same trial.   
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The Scent Work Levels 

Novice— 1 hide, odor is Birch,  

No distractions 

Advanced—2 hides, odor is Birch and/or Anise,  

One distraction (it is non-food) 

Excellent—3 hides, odor is Birch and/or Anise, 

and/or Clove,  

Two distractions- can be non-food, food, auditory, 

or visual. 

Master—variable number of hides, number unknown to competitor, odor is Birch and/or An-

ise, and/or Clove, and/or Cypress,  

Three distractions - can be non-food, food, auditory, visual, human, or mimic  

In each level there are four Elements—Buried, Container, Exterior and Interior. 

In addition an Elite title can be earned with each element by earning 10 qualifying scores. 

 

Yvonne Garst and Herman Jo 

 

May 30th Summerfest Ventura 

Excellent interiors qualifying score 

Excellent buried qualifying score  

Yvonne Garst and Herman Jo 

 

May 16th SWCSGF AKC Scent work trial 

Excellent handler discrimination, 2nd place 

Advanced handler discrimination qualifying score 

Yvonne Garst and Herman Jo 

 

May 17th SWCSGF AKC Scent work trial 

HIT (High in trial combined) Excellent 

Excellent interiors qualifying score, New title SIE 

Excellent exteriors qualifying score 

Excellent buried qualifying score New Title SBE 

Excellent containers qualify, New Title SCE 

Excellent handler discrimination qualifying score, 

New Title SHDE 

NEW Title SWE 

Overall Scent Work Excellent Level earned. 
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Now days there are so many things we can do with our dogs. There is just too much going on to be able 

to list all of the events or the superintendents.  

Below are links to different organizations,  the list isn’t comprehensive and I’m sure I’ve missed some 

that people have been associated with.  But it is a start. 

AKC—American Kennel Club - Event Search (akc.org)  

ASCA (Australian Shepherd Club of America) —Events Calendar– ASCA  

NADAC—The North American Dog Agility Council (nadac.com)  

USDAA—Home | USDAA  

Jump City Agility —Jump City Agility  

Lynda Tjarks Agility—Home - Lynda Tjarks Agility Production  

Weekday Wing Ding Dog Agility Trials (Stone Pony, Action Dog Sports)—Upcoming Trials – Weekday 

Wing Ding Agility Trials (wwdat.us)  

Jack Bradshaw  - Dog Show Superintendents—Jack Bradshaw - Dog Show Superintendents 

(jbradshaw.com)  

Barn Hunt—Barn Hunt Association  

National Association of Canine Scent Work—NACSW | NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CANINE 

SCENT WORK  

AHBA—American Herding Breed Association—Home - American Herding Breed Association (ahba-

herding.org)  

CPE—Canine Performance Events—CPE | CPE DOG Canine Performance Events Home - Canine Perfor-

mance Events  

UKC—United Kennel Club—Home | United Kennel Club (UKC) (ukcdogs.com)  

USCSS—United States Canine Scent Sports—USCSS (uscaninescentsports.com)  

World Canine Freestyle Organization (Dance)—The World Canine Freestyle Organization – WCFO, Inc.  

Dogs Can Dance—DogsCanDance.com  

NASDA—North American Sport Dog Association—North American Sport Dog Association – Celebrating 

Canine Versatility (nasda.dog)  

International Dog Parkour Association—Home | International Dog Parkour Association  

Love on a Leash—Therapy Dog— Love On A Leash® – Volunteer pet therapy certification  

https://webapps.akc.org/event-search/#/search
https://asca.org/events/month/
https://www.nadac.com/
https://www.usdaa.com/
https://www.jumpcityagility.com/
https://lyndatjarksagility.com/
http://wwdat.us/upcoming-trials/
http://wwdat.us/upcoming-trials/
https://www.jbradshaw.com/
https://www.jbradshaw.com/
https://www.barnhunt.com/index.html
https://nacsw.net/
https://nacsw.net/
https://www.ahba-herding.org/
https://www.ahba-herding.org/
https://cpe.dog/
https://cpe.dog/
https://www.ukcdogs.com/
https://www.uscaninescentsports.com/
https://www.worldcaninefreestyle.org/
https://www.dogscandance.com/index.html
https://nasda.dog/
https://nasda.dog/
https://www.dogparkour.org/
https://www.loveonaleash.org/
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PLEASE CHECK WITH OUR INSTUCTORS FOR NEW CLASS START DATES 

VHOC Website— https://www.vhoc.org/copy-of-group-classes 

Agility - Novice—Advanced  

  Mondays 6:00—7 pm, Reseda and Mondays 7:00—8 pm, Reseda 

Instructor: Olga Chaiko, For more information, please contact Ann Hills at tonkanuki@aol.com  

Obedience - Beginning Competitive  - Thursday 6:30, Simi Valley 

Obedience - Open / Utility Obedience—Thursday 7:45, Simi Valley 

Instructor: Patti Rovtar, For more information, please contact Patti Rovtar at pattirovtar@gmail.com 

Nose Work / Scent Work Classes 

Continuing Nose Work (Intermediate—Advanced)  -  Mondays 6:30-7:30 Chatsworth 

 Contact Carole Hills for information—chills37@aol.com  

Beginning Scent Work—Tuesday evenings in Moorpark 6 to 7:30 PM 

Advanced Scent Work - Wednesday evenings in Moorpark 6 to 7:30 PM 

Wednesday early evening in Moorpark 4 to 5:30 PM 

 Contact Shiro Torquato for information— drshiro2000@gmail.com 

 


