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We have our Team in place for Top Dog 2017!
Club members are welcome to come cheer us on or help us out if you're so inclined!
Here's our team line up:
Novice
Sharon Clarke & Dash (Standard Schnauzer)
Gwen Fiorito & Jada (Rottweiler)
Kathy Spilos & Lia (German Shepherd) - Alternate
Open
Paddy Warner & Kippy (Australian Shepherd)
Paula Geigle & Lexie (Golden Retriever)
Monica Nolan & Mikko (Australian Shepherd) - Alternate
Utility
Patti Rovtar & Pippi (Rottweiler)
Joyce Davis & Caper (Golden Retriever)

Amy Balchum & Gidget (Corgi) - Alternate
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The AKC has made the recommendations of the Group Task Force available.
The link below should take you to the AKC page with the file in .pdf format.
September 11, 2017
Status of Group Exercise Task Force
As a result of Group Task Force meetings held in June, the recommendations on the
link below will be made to the AKC Board of Directors in October and if approved at
the November 2017 meeting, they will become effective March 1, 2018.
Status of Group Exercise Task Force
http://www.akc.org/events/obedience/news-updates/
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Here are a couple of pictures from
the August General Meeting held
at the Franklin Canyon Ranch.
VHOC members took a nice relaxing walk out at Franklin Canyon.
The scenery was beautiful and
everyone had a great time.
Thank you to Stephanie Colman
our VP for putting together another great meeting adventure.
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26TH JUN 2016 | 9 NOTES

THE USE AND ABUSE OF PROBIOTICS

Yes; I love probiotics! My co-author, Diana Laverdure, and I consider them to be a functional superfood. As
many of you know, probiotics are microorganisms, or “good” bacteria that provide beneficial effects to humans and animals, including preventing the overgrowth of bad bacteria in the gut, improving gastrointestinal
health, and delaying or preventing the onset of food sensitivities. Recent research indicates that probiotics may
offer anti-cancer benefits also. I believe dogs should be given probiotics regularly for these reasons.
Are you giving probiotics for the reasons listed above or to manage chronic diarrhea? Yes; probiotics
can help manage diarrhea. But, I believe that their popularity can make us not see the forest for the trees. We
need to step back and survey what could be causing the diarrhea. Throwing a probiotic at the symptom may be
masking a bigger, progressive condition that needs to be medically diagnosed for best management. Yes; probiotics may be a part of the regimen once a diagnosis is found but we first must do due diligence.

The Hardest Question
Let’s start with the most basic yet hardest question for any pet caregiver to answer, “Are you overfeeding your
pet?” You might not think so. We have become so hooked on the euphoria we feel from indulging our pets
that we now think a pudgy dog is the new normal. As we all know, overfeeding leads to weight gain and can
add to stool size. On top of that, obesity is the leading health threat to companion dogs and makes your dog
prone to conditions such as osteoarthritis, cancer and diabetes.
Even though your veterinarian has asked you to shave off a couple of your dog’s pounds, you may still not
categorize him as overweight. Yes; he is. Over 52.7% of US dogs are considered overweight or obese. The
Association for Pet Obesity Prevention’s dog-to-human weight ratio comparison is approximate but eyeopening and should make you heed the doctor’s orders.
A Pomeranian should weigh around 7 pounds. One extra pound on a Pomeranian is the equivalent of a 5’4”
woman being 21 pounds overweight. Pomeranians are susceptible to tracheal collapse, and less weight
helps to alleviate the symptoms of the condition.
A Sheltie should weigh approximately 20 pounds. 3 extra pounds is an additional 22 pounds on the same average height woman.
A Rottweiler should weigh around 100 pounds. 16 extra pounds equates to 23 pounds extra pounds on a 5’4”
woman.
You need to remember to account for the total caloric intake, including treats. Try cutting back on the amount
of treats and providing healthier treats like carrots, apples, pears, bananas or blueberries. Also, cut back on the
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THE USE AND ABUSE OF PROBIOTICS—Continued
amount you are feeding per meal. Several dog food manufacturers provide daily feeding ranges. Most of the
time, we aim for the middle or top of the range when we should be aiming a bit lower. And, don’t forget to
walk your dog!
If your dog is still not losing weight, I would have him properly tested for thyroid disorders as obesity is a
common symptom of hypothyroidism. The preferred test measures the T4, FT4, T3, FT3 and TGAA antibodies in the blood. I would suggest this test to be completed at the laboratory I oversee, Hemopet Hemolife Diagnostics, or the equivalent test panel run at Michigan State University or the larger commercial veterinary
clinical diagnostic laboratories.

Too Skinny
Let’s say your dog is too skinny and it is difficult to put weight on him. So, you add probiotics to firm up his
stool in an effort to make him absorb more food. These could be symptoms of chronic pancreatitis or Exocrine Pancreatic Insufficiency (EPI). Pancreatitis, inflammation of the pancreas, disrupts the flow of digestive enzymes into the digestive tract and leaking them into the abdomen. Rapid enzymatic digestion of the
exposed tissues occurs, along with serious clinical consequences. EPI occurs in dogs and cats whose cells
that produce these digestive enzymes are damaged. Thus, the enzymes cannot function normally in the small
intestine and you will end up with pasty colored, “cow pie”-like stools. A blood test will determine if your
dog or cat is suffering from either condition. In the case of EPI, we would give pancreatic enzymes from another animal.

Inflammatory Bowel Disease (IBD)
The symptoms of IBD include – but are not limited to – stomach cramps, bloating, gas, and diarrhea. Vomiting may also occur. Importantly, IBD causes inflammation that damages the gastrointestinal lining. Think of
cat claws poking holes in your clothes. That’s what the inflammation is doing to the gut lining, so toxic and
foreign substances can flow into the bloodstream. IBD can be caused by an underlying genetic predisposition
that runs in human and animal families when encountering a variety of environmental challenges.
IBD is diagnosed with an array of blood and urine tests and may require endoscopy with biopsy of the affected intestine. In many cases, the diagnosis is presumptive based upon the clinical signs and routine lab tests,
and can be treated as such without resorting to endoscopy or biopsy.
Traditional treatment options are the use of corticosteroids and gastrointestinal antibiotics. While I do not
like to rely on these conventional medication options due to the long-term side effects, occasionally or at
least initially, we need to use them. Then, we can introduce probiotics and other bowel-supportive products
like clay or slippery elm powder to lessen the effects – but not cure – the inflammation.

Food Sensitivity
A food sensitivity is the body’s negative reaction to a protein it cannot tolerate or handle. In the first paragraph, I did state that probiotics can “delay the onset of food sensitivities.” True. However, probiotics do not
necessarily stop them. Importantly, if you add the probiotics after the diarrhea starts, your companion pet
may already have the food sensitivity so you are chasing the bad with the good instead of taking care of the
root problem. That’s the same case with EPI. Upon diagnosis, you replace the digestive enzymes but if your
dog is sensitive to the digestive enzyme’s protein source then you are causing inflammation in the intestine.
In the
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THE USE AND ABUSE OF PROBIOTICS—Continued
case of IBD, a food sensitivity is likely the cause. In these circumstances, you would need to figure out the
protein causing the reaction. At the end of the day, a food sensitivity can affect any of the conditions noted
above. This is why I recommend testing with NutriScan. If you can eliminate one portion of the aggravation,
then it is easier to manage these medical conditions.

A Note about Food Transitioning
When changing diets, always transition your dog to the new diet gradually over a period of 10 to 14 days,
substituting more of the new cooked or raw diet for the old diet each day. Digestive enzymes and probiotics
should be given to help support the dog’s digestive system through the transition period. Of course, transition only to the right proteins for your companion pet.
W. Jean Dodds, DVM
Hemopet / NutriScan
11561 Salinaz Avenue
Garden Grove, CA 92843

References
Association for Pet Obesity Prevention, 06 Nov. 2013. Web. 26 June 2016. http://www.petobesityprevention.org/.
Dodds, Jean, DVM, and Diana Laverdure, MS. Canine Nutrigenomics: The New Science of Feeding Your Dog for Optimum Health. Wenatchee: Dogwise, 2015. Print.

ARTICLE Taken from:
https://drjeandoddspethealthresource.tumblr.com/post/146510195761/abuse-probiotics-dog-diarrhea?
utm_source=Clients&utm_campaign=5b37de4fe0EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_21_IR&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_2ab0e3771c-5b37de4fe0-214100229#.Wbb66siGOUn
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MDR1 and Your Herding Dog
Posted on August 26th, 2015 by Deb M. Eldredge, DVM

The Importance of
MDR1 Testing
There has long been a saying “Don’t give
ivermectin to your white-legged herding
dogs.” That was in place way before anyone
knew why that statement was good to follow.
We now know that the problem with many
herding dogs and herding dog mixes (not just
those with white legs), and ivermectin is due
to a genetic defect – a mutation of the MDR1
gene.

MDR stands for Multi-Drug Resistance, but “sensitivity” is a more accurate description of the problem.
Dogs with this mutation have a “leaky brain” so drugs that normally would be shut out or quickly removed,
get into the brain and stay longer than they should. The defect involves a drug transport protein. Ivermectin
has been the poster child drug for the problem, but there are now additional drugs known to cause problems. Current drugs on the list are:














Acepromazine
Loperamide
Butorphanol
Milbemycin
Doramectin
Moxidectin
Doxorubicin
Paclitaxel
Erythromycin
Selamectin
Ivermectin
Vinblastine
Vincristine

As you can see, this is a diverse group of medications – dewormers, antibiotics, antidiarrheals and chemotherapy drugs. Some of these drugs can be used safely in dogs with the mutation at low doses. For example,
the heartworm medications that include ivermectin can be used in affected dogs but you MUST follow directions and dosing guidelines exactly.
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MDR1 and Your Herding Dog—Continued
Which Herding Breeds Are At Risk?
Many herding breeds are listed by Washington State University for the MDR1 mutation. Also included are
some breeds developed with herding breed crosses. Collies (no differentiation between Rough and Smooth)
have a 70 percent prevalence of the gene – meaning 70 percent of all Collies have at least one copy of the mutant gene. Australian Shepherds and Miniature American Shepherds come in second with a 50 percent prevalence. Shetland Sheepdogs and English Shepherds both have prevalence rates of about 15 percent. Border Collies and Old English Sheepdogs have about a 5 percent incidence. It was originally felt that only dogs from the
United Kingdom had the mutation, but German Shepherd Dogs have a 10 percent incidence.
This genetic problem is inherited as a simple dominant/recessive. In can affect both males and females equally.
If you breed two homozygous normal dogs (Normal X Normal) you will only get normal puppies. These puppies can be certified as Normal via parentage. If you breed a Normal homozygous (Normal X Normal) to a
mutant heterozygous (Normal X Mutant) you will get a mix of normal and heterozygous pups. If you breed
two mutants, all pups will be affected mutants. If you breed two heterozygous dogs you can get homozygous
Normal, homozygous Mutant or heterozygous pups.
MDR1 and Toxicity
Dogs who have the mutation and become toxic may show a variety of symptoms. Depression, drooling, vomiting and lack of appetite are common. Dogs may act disoriented and be temporarily blind. Tremors or seizures
are often noted. The dog may fall into a coma. Dogs can and do die from this.
As herding dog owners have become more aware of the problem, they are having their dogs tested and using
caution around any of the listed drugs. Dogs can be tested via a blood sample drawn by your veterinarian or
cheek swab from a kit you order yourself from Washington State University (see link above). This is especially important if you plan on breeding your dog, but could also be important information for planning medical
care for your individual dog. For example, if your dog needs chemotherapy, knowing his MDR1 status can
help you to plan a safe protocol for treatment.
Many cases of toxicity come from dogs accidentally getting into horse dewormer. If your horse spits out his
apple flavored paste dewormer that has ivermectin and your dog licks it up, your dog may be poisoned. The
same is true if dogs eat manure from horses who were just dewormed as some medication passes through intact. Ideally keep your dog away from any manure for at least 48 hours after horses have been treated. Don’t
attempt to use large animal versions of dewormer for your dog – getting the dosage correct can be difficult and
it is easy to overdose dogs with these medications.
Article By:
Deb M. Eldredge, DVM

Taken from—website—https://guildofshepherdsandcollies.com/mdr-1-and-your-herding-dog/
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Laurie Burnam and Scusi—August 18, 19, 20, 2017 AKC Agility—Keeshond Club of S. Calif, Camarillo, CA:
Excellent Fast
Time 2 Beat

100 Q 2nd place 1st leg
8 point Q 3rd place

8th leg

Excellent Standard 100 Q 1st place

2nd leg

Excellent Standard 100 Q 1st place

3rd leg

New AX Title (#60 so far)

There were 19 contact obstacles on the courses for these three day trials and am proud to say Scusi nailed
them all. This was not happening the previous months courses or previous years either. Now need to
polish up the stop and we will be good to go. Helps to practice...

Laurie Burnam and Scusi—August 25, 2017, Orange Coast Rhodesian Ridgeback Club AKC Agility
Freedom Park, Camarillo, CA:
Excellent Fast. 100. 1st place 2nd leg

Time 2 Beat.

1st place 10 points. 9th leg. 74 total points so far

Excellent Standard. 100. 1st place. 4th leg
Masters JWW. 100 10th place. 1st leg Scusi's first ever 11 MACH points
Darn didn't move up to Masters Std in time, so this double Q does not count towards her MACH. Know
that will come back to bite me on double Q #19, tee hee. I think this is the first time to qualify in all agility
classes in a day, sweet!!!
Celebrated with her own Happy Meal from McDonalds, cheeseburger, fries and a monkey toy, however
she did shared with Scout.
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Cynthia Casby and Potter—September 2, 2017—
Golden Retriever Club of Gtr LA, City of Industry, CA:
Novice Agility—Potter earned her third leg (95 1st place
in 24") and completed her NA title

Melody Myers and Rocket— August 26, 2017,
USCSS Nose Work trial, Action Dog Sports—
Moorpark, CA:
Rocket earned a 3rd place and qualifying score for
the Vehicle #2 search.
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Patti Rovtar and Pippi Sep 9, 2017 - SANTA MARIA / SAN LUIS BAY GERMAN SHEPHERD
DOG CLUB Utility B 194.5 2nd place; Open B 197 2nd place!
Sep 10, 2017 - SANTA MARIA / SAN LUIS BAY GERMAN SHEPHERD
DOG CLUB Utility B 196, 2nd place; Open B 198.5 2nd place!
Pippi did GREAT for her first time in UB/OB - 2 UDX legs, 5 OTCh points,
51 OM points, and HIGH COMBINED on Sunday!!!

Laurie Burnam and Scusi—September 9 & 10, 2017, ASCA agility,
Australian Shepherd Club of S. Calif, Kenny Grove Park, Fillmore,
CA:

Elite Regular

10 Q 2nd place

Elite Regular

10 Q 5th place

Elite Gamblers 10 Q 2nd place 1st leg
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Debbie Lang and Quila—September 1-3, 2017, Golden Retriever Club of Greater LA, City of Industry, CA:
Quila was 9 Qs out of 12 runs, she finished her third T2B Preferred title, earned her 30th Premier
JWW Q, and earned her 44th Master FAST Preferred Q. Even with all the heat she was giving her
all.
Debbie Lang and Panda—
August 19, 2017, Keeshond Club of So Cal, Camarillo, CA: Completed her Open FAST title—OF
August 25, 2017, Rhodesian Ridgeback Club of OC, Camarillo CA: Completed her Agility Excellent Jumpers Title—AXJ
September 2, 2017, Golden Retriever Club of Greater LA, City of Industry, CA: earned her first
MACH points and her first Master Jumpers Q.
Debbie Lang and Panda—September 9-10, 2017—ASCA agility—Australian
Shepherd Club of So Cal, Fillmore CA:
So proud of her, she qualified in 4 out of the 5 classes she was entered in:
Open Jumpers Rd2—10 point Q, 1st place

Novice Gamblers Rd1—10 point Q, 1st place,
Novice Gamblers Rd2—10 point Q, 1st place,
Novice Gamblers Rd3—10 point Q, 2nd place.
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Debbie Lang and Quila—September 9-10, 2017—
ASCA agility—Australian Shepherd Club of So Cal,
Fillmore CA:
Originally we were only entered on Saturday in two
Gamble runs. She came really close to qualifying on the
second run, but over time.
So I had to decide if I wanted to enter her and come
back the next day. I am sure glad that I decided to enter
her in the two Sunday Gamble runs. Quila only needed
two Gamble Qs to earn her ASCA Agility Trial Championship II. She aced both of the Gambles, qualifying
and placing in both classes.
So proud of Quila at 11 years old still loving the game.

Flo Walberg announces a new family member— meet Ashley
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PASANITA OBEDIENCE CLUB
PRESENTS
A Two-Day Competitive Obedience Seminar with

Connie Cleveland

“Theory and Problem Solving”
February 3, and February 4, 2018
Pierce College Equestrian Center (enter off De Soto Avenue)

Connie will start the seminar by discussing how dogs learn. Then she will begin
helping each working team on a variety of topics. Connie is a great problem
solver and is passionate about what she does.
Working Participant $250 (two-days), Auditor $150 (two-days), Auditor $90 (Saturday Only).
Sunday-Only Auditors will not be accepted.
Connie Cleveland was born in Lansing, Michigan and received her B.S. in Engineering from Michigan State
University. She spent 10 years as the Training Director for Dogs for the Disabled. Connie teaches obedience to
over 120 students each week. Additionally, she offers private lessons, and conducts weekend training seminars
across the country and internationally. Connie has earned 2 field Championships, 4 Amateur Field
Championships, 9 Obedience Trial Championships, a UDT on a Maltese and a CDX on a Shih-tzu. Currently, she
shares her home with 2 Golden Retrievers, 2 Labrador Retrievers, and a Shih-tzu, the most well-known being her
Golden, Amateur Field Champion and Obedience Trial Champion Topbrass Caleb UDX OM2. She competes
with AFC OTCH Topbrass Caleb UDX OM2 and Goldstar Micah CDX. For more information on Connie visit
www.dogtrainersworkshop.com.

Space is limited! So register today!
Contact Diana Kerew-Shaw at Dkerew@Charter.net for questions & to register.
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Seminar Details:
Theory and Problem Solving with Connie Cleveland.
Date: Saturday February 3 and 4; 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM each day.
Location: TBD
Seminar will be indoors or in a covered Arena. You must bring a crate for your dog. All dogs must be
crated when not working.
Registration deadline for club members: August 30, 2017
There are only 20 working spots, unlimited auditors.
Please contact Diana Kerew-Shaw at Dkerew@Charter.net
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Registration Form
Mail completed registration form and $50 deposit to: Diana Kerew-Shaw, 240 E Verdugo Ave, #308,
Burbank, CA 91502.
Checks made payable to P.O.C.
Continental Breakfast is included with registration fee.
Please mark the appropriate boxes below:
☐ Working Participant $250 (two-day) ☐ Auditor $150 (two-day)
☐ Audit Saturday Only $90. No Sunday-only audits permitted.
Please print legibly.
Name: ______________________________________________________________
Address/City/State/Zip:
________________________________________________________________________
Contact Phone: ___________________________________
Email:________________________________________________________________________________
Breed/Age of Dog/Call
Name:____________________________________________________________________
What are your training
goals?____________________________________________________________________ What
problems are
encountering?_____________________________________________________________
Any other issues you would like to
address?_________________________________________________________
RELEASE OF LIABILITY
Pasanita Obedience Club (“POC”) is inviting you to a seminar on February 3 and 4, 2018, which will be
held at Pierce College Equine Center. By signing where indicated below, you agree to pay an entrance
fee of $________USD and sign this waiver of liability before you enter the seminar.
I, the undersigned, hereby release and discharge Pasanita Obedience Club (“POC”), its associated,
affiliated and related entities, parent, successors, assigns, licensees and each of their officers, directors,
employees, seminar instructors and agents (collectively, “Released Parties”) from and against any and
all claims, liabilities, contracts, agreements, causes of action, costs, expenses, and obligations of every
kind and nature whatsoever against any of the Released Parties in connection with the above-referenced
seminar.
__________________________________________ Signature
_____________________________________________ Print
Name
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Friday—September 22—Antelope Valley Stockdog Club—Top C Ranch Leona Valley, CA—
day of entries $35.00 Two tests per day.

Test Secretary JoAnne Rowles, 3916 Marilyn Place, Bakersfield CA 93309-5924 For questions or
more information email jrowles@bak.rr.com
Fees: $30 per run Entries Close September 5, 2017. Day of Test entries accepted if limits are not
reached. Entries are $35 for entries received after September 5th or for day of test entries, per test.
Premium located at—http://www.jan.mcaninch.net/Trials/Herding-Trial-Sec-Jan-McAW6.htm

Check with JoAnne Rowles to see if limits have been reached—there were
only 14 dogs entered at the last trial so there may still be room.

Saturday -November 4—Pleasant Valley Stockdog Club—Santa Rosa Valley Park, Camarillo,
CA
For additional information contact:
Rachel Maness, Event Secretary
1650 ANACAPA DR
CAMARILLO, CA 93010-3211
(805) 302-4736
rachel.maness@onthelambherding.com

November 18 and 19—AKC Judges Farm Dog Certified Test—Silver Rose Ranch, Chino Hills,
CA
For additional information contact:
Dawn Meyer, Event Secretary
14000 BARNETT LN
EASTVALE, CA 92880-3837
(909) 896-0810
dmeyer123@msn.com
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VHOC Members,
Due to reasons beyond our control, and related to the recent expansion of the current location at Canoga
Park Lutheran Church & School, the board has started a search for a new training facility and we'd like
your help!
If you know of a private facility with a similarly sized grass field (~188' x 188'), we'd love to add it to our
list. If you have a personal connection to such a facility and can help make an introduction and put in a
good word for the Club, even better! Our current list is comprised mostly of churches and small, private
schools, but we may have missed some, and we're willing to think outside of the box!
Important features:
Securely fenced, parking, access to bathroom facilities and nighttime lighting. Must be in the San Fernando Valley. We are looking to rent space three nights per week for three hours, plus one Friday per
month. We also need room to store 2-3 small equipment containers on site, adjacent to the training
space. We pay to rent the space and are a wonderful source of passive income for the right facility.
We have been at our current location for 14 years and can provide a glowing reference. The Club is also
fully insured to release the host site from all liability.
Any ideas? Please contact Nancy Giltner ASAP: ngiltner623@gmail.com. We are working to secure an
appropriate facility by the end of the year.
Thanks in advance for the help!
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