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Don’t forget to RSVP for the 

Valley Hills Obedience Club 

Annual Awards Banquet 

Being held on Sunday 

January 28, 2018 6:30 to 9:30 PM 

 

See Flyer on Page 4 

RSVPs due back to Ann Hills 

By January 19th 
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Please join us for our annual banquet and awards celebration.  

This is a great event that recognizes our members' activities and 
service throughout 2017 and allows us the ever-important oppor-

tunity for socialization (people-style)!  

Come see old friends or meet new ones! And speaking of "new"--new 
VHOC members, this is the perfect venue at which we can say hello 

and get to know you better! 

The banquet form and awards form at included in this Newsette.  

Please send in your RSVP form (only affirmative rsvp's requested), 
and there is still time to email in your awards form.   

The awards descriptions are in the November Newsette and are 
available on our website (www.vhoc.org). 

The deadline for the AWARDS FORM has been extended to 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10.  

Deadline for the banquet is Friday, January 19. 

 

QUESTIONS? PLEASE REPLY to ANN HILLS 
at tonkanuki@aol.com. 

Come join the fun! 

Sunday January 
28th 

At the 

Orange Grove Bistro 
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Valley Hills Obedience Club's 

 

Join us in celebrating 2017! 

Sunday, January 28, 2018 
6:30-9:30 PM 

 
 
 
 

 
Cal State University, Northridge 

18111 Nordhoff Street, Northridge, CA 91330 
 

$25.00 per person 

6:30-7:00  Cocktail Reception with cash bar 

Buffet dinner includes choice of entrée, sides, dessert, soft drinks, coffee & tea 

Please RSVP by Friday, January 19 
Adherence to this date is greatly appreciated! 

 
The Orange Grove Bistro is located on the Southeast side of campus; G1 
parking lot entrance is just West of the corner of Nordhoff & Zelzah. 

 
 
 
 

VHOC Annual Banquet RSVP 
 

Name(s) of Attendee(s): _________________________________________________________________  

Name(s) of Guest(s): ____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Total # of people attending: ______ x  $25 = $______ (checks payable to VHOC; payment in advance required)  
 

Please return this form with payment by Friday, January 19, to: 

 
Ann Hills 

13689 De Garmo Avenue 
Sylmar, CA 91342 

Orange Grove Bistro Parking lot entrance 
NORDHOFF 

Z 
E 
L 
Z 
A 
H 
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VHOC Annual Awards Eligibility Form  

(Please use a separate form for each dog)  

 -- SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2018--  
 
 

  
Please send the following form to Ann Hills at 13689 De Garmo Avenue, Sylmar, CA 91342 or tonkanuki@aol.com. If you prefer 
to email, you may attach the form below or simply provide the following information in the body of the email. Please direct any 
questions about the awards or eligibility to Ann at the email listed above.  

  

Handler’s name: _________________________________ Dog’s call name: _______________________  
  

Title(s) earned: Please provide the acronyms for your titles (e.g., CDX, NAJ, etc.) _____________________  

________________________________________________________________________________________  

Below, please record the scores that qualify you for one of the special awards (#5-22) listed above; information below is NOT 
required for Title Plaques, Championship Medallions or Junior Handler Awards.   
  

 
  

Special 

Award # 

 

Mo./Yr. 

 

Show 

 

Class 

 

Score 

 

Leg 

(if applicable) 

e.g. #7,8  

10/08 

 

Pasanita OC 

 

Open B 

 

196.5 

 

1st 
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Drive Building - Nose Work 
 
Curriculum: 
This  "Drive Building" class is for all levels of nose work teams and will focus on building the dog's drive, problem solving ability, 
motivation and confidence. It is perfect for dogs brand new to the sport or veterans looking for an edge in competition who want to 
reinforce their foundation. After building the requisite drive and understanding of K9 Scent Work, dogs can move on to the 
"Patterns & Handling" class which follows at 7:45. Teams may do both classes. 
 
When:  
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  
  
Location: 
Held at various locations throughout the area, including a private location at Sylmar and CPLC, 7357 Jordan Avenue, Canoga Park. 
  
Cost: 
$150 per six-week session; $30 for drop-ins with Registrar's approval. 
  
Class Limits: 
8 working teams per class. You do not have to be a member of VHOC to enroll in a class. 
  
Instructor: 
Michael McManus & Natalie McManus 

For more information, contact Carole Hills at chills37@aol.com. 

Patterns & Handling - Nose Work 
  
Curriculum: 
This class is designed for dogs that are already on odor (birch, anise and/or clove) who want to move on to learning about correct 
handling and strategies for approaching search areas. At least one month of Drive Building should be done before entering this class. 
All four elements will be covered (Vehicles, Containers, Interiors, Exteriors) as well as mechanical skills (Reward timing/placement, 
Leash Handling, Footwork).  

 
When:  
Tuesdays at 7:45 p.m. - 8:45 p.m. 
  
Location: 
Held at various locations throughout the area, including a private location at Sylmar and CPLC, 7357 Jordan Avenue, Canoga Park. 
  
Cost: 
$150 per six-week session. $30 for drop-ins with Registrar's approval. 
  
Class Limits: 
8 working teams per class. You do not have to be a member of VHOC to enroll in a class. 
  
Instructor: 
Michael McManus & Natalie McManus 

For more information, contact Carole Hills at chills37@aol.com. 

VHOC has two Nose work classes that our members have been participating in. I saw an article in the AKC 

Family Dog magazine that talks about the basics of nose work and getting started.  I found it to be interest-

ing reading.  I myself have not done nose work, but I do know that the members in our club that have been 

doing it and attending classes have said, that they loved it and the dogs really love it. So if our classes are 

full or you can’t get into other classes I thought this article was very good about describing some of the ba-

sics of Scent work. The article was taken from AKC’s Family Dog magazine.  

Debbie Lang—VHOC Newsette Editor 

https://www.vhoc.org/instructors
https://www.vhoc.org/groupclasses
https://www.vhoc.org/instructors
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This information is taken from the J a n u a r y / f e b r u a r y 2 0 1 8 • a k c f a m i l y d o g  

http://emessage.akc.org/wLzFB6vQM0080cbg00t2W0x 

 A “scent vessel” to hold the Q-tip (An empty, cleaned mint tin with 

holes drilled in the lid will work to begin with)  

 Disposable gloves  

 High-value treats  

 A plastic container (e.g., Tupperware) with holes drilled in the lid.  

*You can also order the AKC Scent Work Kit.  

In the last issue of family dog, we introduced readers to a new AKC sport, Scent Work. But you don’t 

have to own a military or police K-9 to teach your dog how to recognize a scent. In fact, you don’t even 

have to leave your house.  

WHAT’S AKC SCENT WORK? 

 AKC Scent Work is a sport that mimics the task of working detection dogs to locate a scent (e.g., explo-

sives or narcotics) and communicate to the handler that the scent has been found. Scent Work is a positive, 
challenging activity that allows dogs the opportunity to use their strongest natural sense in a way that’s 
fun, engaging, and that builds and strengthens a foundation of trust between the handler and dog. Many 
dog clubs offer Scent Work or “nose work” classes (the ones I offer at my school are taught by a nose 

work instructor who competes in trials with her dog), but if you’re just looking to try it out or teach your 
dog a new skill, you can follow these instructions in your home.  

WHAT YOU NEED* 

 Birch oil      

 Q-tips cut in half  

 Tweezers  

 A small glass jar with a lid 
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*You can also order the AKC Scent Work Kit.  

PREP THE ODOR AND SCENT VESSEL  

1. In a room far away from where you’re working, using disposable gloves, apply two drops of oil to each Q

-tip. Place the scented Q-tips in the glass jar.  

2. Take the gloves off by turning them inside out, roll them in a newspaper, and put them in a trash can out-

side immediately (see right). 

3. Using your tweezers, take a Q-tip out of the jar and put it in the scent vessel.  

4. Place your tweezers in a plastic bag and seal. (After the training session, you can reuse Q-tips if your dog 

doesn’t drool and if food or soil doesn’t contaminate them.)  

INTRODUCE YOUR DOG TO IDENTIFYING THE SCENT  

1. Hold the tin in one hand and treat in the other, about a foot apart from each other.  

2. When your dog finally stops smelling or licking your hand with the treat and investigates the hand with 

the tin, say “Yes” and reward him by bringing the food to the hand with the tin. Note: This is an important 

step. You must feed the dog at the source of the odor. If the dog continues smelling the tin, you can feed at 

the tin.  

3. After a few reps, switch the tin to the other hand so the dog doesn’t rely on memory to know which hand 

to go to.  

4. You’re ready to move on if your dog can correctly identify the scent in each hand within a few seconds, 

three times in a row.  

TEACH HIM TO FIND THE SCENT  

1. Next, put the tin holding the scented Q-tip into the plastic container.  

2. Repeat the same system, holding the box in your hand and waiting for the dog to indicate that he recog-

nizes the scent. When he does, be sure to feed the dog at the box, like you did previously.  

3. Once this is easily accomplished, place the box on the ground, between your feet and repeat the above 

process.  

4. Finally, you can place the box on the floor while your dog is in another room, and then bring him into the 

room and see if he can find it. Learn more about AKC Scent Work at akc.org/events/scent-work. FD 

Kathy Santo trains dogs for home and competition at her Ramsey, New Jersey, school. She is the author of 

Kathy Santo’s Dog Sense and has handled multiple Obedience Trial Champions. 

Tips 

When setting up, wear gloves and always handle the Q-tip with twee-
zers. The odor should always be “novel,” so don’t contaminate the en-

vironment with it. Be sure to dispose of everything that came in contact 
with the source odor properly (in a sealed plastic bag, preferably out-
side in a garbage can, away from where you’re training). Choose a lo-

cation to set up your odor that’s far away from where you’re training. I 
set up everything in a bathroom, with the door closed 

HOW To TEACH YOUR DOG SCENT WORK—Continued 
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Drugs that have been documented to cause problems in dogs 

with the MDR1 mutation include: 

 Ivermectin (antiparasitic agent)- While the dose of ivermectin used to prevent heartworm infection is SAFE in 

dogs with the mutation (6 micrograms per kilogram), higher doses, such as those used for treating mange (300-600 

micrograms per kilogram) will cause neurological toxicity in dogs that are homozygous for the MDR1 mutation (MDR1 

mutant/mutant) and can cause toxicity in dogs that are heterozygous for the mutation (MDR1 mutant/normal). 

  

 Selamectin, milbemycin, and moxidectin (antaparasitic agents)- Similar to ivermectin, these drugs are safe in 

dogs with the mutation if used for heartworm prevention at the manufacturer’s recommended dose. Higher doses 

(generally 10-20 times higher than the heartworm prevention dose) have been documented to cause neurological 

toxicity in dogs with the MDR1 mutation. 

  

 Loperamide (ImodiumTM; antidiarrheal agent)- At doses used to treat diarrhea, this drug will cause neurological 

toxicity in dogs with the MDR1 mutation. This drug should be avoided in all dogs with the MDR1 mutation. 

  

 Acepromazine (tranquilizer and pre-anesthetic agent)- Based on collaborative research, the VCPL has deter-

mined that dose reductions are required for dogs MDR1 mutant/mutant and MDR1 mutant/normal. 

  

 Butorphanol (analgesic and pre-anesthetic agent)- Dose reduction required for dogs MDR1 mutant/mutant and 

MDR1 mutant/normal. 

  

 Chemotherapy Agents (Vincristine, Vinblastine, Doxorubicin, Paclitaxel)- Based on collaborative research, the 

VCPL has determined that dose reductions are required for dogs MDR1 mutant/mutant and MDR1 mutant/normal in 

order to avoid SEVERE toxicity. 

  

 Apomorphine - this drug is used to induce vomiting in dogs that have ingested poisons/toxins. It can cause central 

nervous system depression in dogs with the MDR1 mutation at standard doses. 

Q: Can mixed breed dogs have the MDR mutation? 

A: YES! We have identified many mixed breed dogs with the MDR1 mutation. Some of them 

have no resemblance to herding breed dogs. That is why we strongly recommend testing mixed 

breed dogs for the MDR1 mutation prior to administering any of the “problem drugs”. 

The MDR1 mutation affects the brain barrier for certain dogs, most of the 

dogs affected are or have herding breeds in their background, Collies, Shel-

ties, Aussies, Border Collies, Silken Wind hounds and herding mixes. 

Q & A information and Drugs that have been documented information is taken from the Washington State University 

website:   http://vcpl.vetmed.wsu.edu/problem-drugs 

http://vcpl.vetmed.wsu.edu/problem-drugs
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Bobbie the Wonder Dog (1921–1927) was a dog who traveled 2,551 miles (4,105 km) on his 

own to return home to Silverton, Oregon after he was lost while his owners were visiting family in Wol-

cott, Indiana.[1] Ripley's estimated the journey may have been as long as 3,000 miles (4,800 km).[2]  

Background 

In August, 1923, while on a family road trip in Indiana, Frank and Elizabeth Brazier, with their daugh-

ters Leona and Nova, were visiting relatives in Wolcott, Indiana. Their two-year-old Scotch Collie/

English Shepherd mix dog Bobbie was attacked by three other dogs and ran away. After an exhaustive 

search the broken-hearted Brazier family were unable to find Bobbie and continued their trip before re-

turning home to Oregon, never expecting to see their dog again. 

Journey home 

In February, 1924, six months later, Bobbie returned to Silverton mangy, dirty, and scrawny, with his 

toenails worn down to nothing. He showed all the signs of having walked the entire distance, including 

swimming rivers and crossing the Continental Divide during the coldest part of winter.[3] 

During his ordeal he crossed at least 2,551 miles (4,105 km) of plains, desert, and mountains in the win-

ter to return home, an average of approximately 14 miles (23 km) per day. After his return to Silverton, 

he experienced a meteoric rise to fame. His story drew national attention and was featured in numerous 

newspapers.[4] 

He was the subject of newspaper articles including Ripley's Believe It or Not!, books, and film.[3]

[5] Bobbie played himself in the 1924 silent film The Call of the West.[3][6] He received hundreds of 

letters from people around the world and was honored with a jewel-studded harness and collar, ribbons, 

and keys to cities.[3] 

People who had fed and sheltered Bobbie on his journey wrote the family to tell about their time with 

Bobbie. The Humane Society of Portland was able to use these stories to assemble a relatively accurate 

description of the route Bobbie took.[4] 

The humane society concluded that after returning to Wolcott and unable to find his owners, Bobbie ini-

tially followed their further travels into northeast Indiana. He then struck out in several directions, appar-

ently seeking their scent. He eventually headed west.[4]   

Continued on Next Page 
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During their original trip, the Braziers had parked their car in a service station each night. Their dog vis-

ited each of these stops on his journey, along with a number of homes, and a hobo camp.[4] 

In Portland, an Irish woman took care of him for a period of time when she found he had been injured, 

leaving his legs and paws gashed.[4] 

Death and legacy 

Upon his death in 1927, he was buried with honors at the Oregon Humane Society's pet ceme-

tery in Portland. A week later, German Shepherd film star Rin Tin Tin laid a wreath at his grave.[1]

[3] His grave is sheltered by a "fancy white and red dog house" received during a promotional appear-

ance at the Portland Home Show.[1] The gravestone has been moved outside the house for better view-

ing.[7] 

Bobbie's demonstration of loyalty is celebrated during Silverton's annual children's pet parade that 

serves as a reminder of the special place animals and pets have in people's lives. The event was started 

several years after Bobbie's death and the first parade was led by his son, Pal.

[8] A 70-foot-long (21 m) outdoor painting featuring Bobbie's story is part of a 

series of murals that decorate the walls of businesses in Silverton.[9] 

In late 2012, responding to public sentiment that his burial location in Portland 

did not properly honor his story and his connection to his hometown, a grass-

roots movement was started by a group of Silvertonians with the goal of repat-

riating Bobbie's remains to Silverton, for reburial and memorialization.[10] 

Bobbie the Wonder Dog of Oregon—Continued  (Information from Wikipedia submitted by 

Allison Pobirs) 

Photo of Bobbie and his owner G Frank Brazier from the Oregon Ency-

clopedia   https://oregonencyclopedia.org/articles/

bobbie_the_wonder_dog/#.WlP38t-nGUk 

https://

www.roadsideamerica.co

m/story/14881 
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Freestyle News 

 

The Nutcracker comes to VHOC: 

On December 20th, VHOC freestylers braved cold and windy weather to tape holiday dances for family and 

friends. And a wonderful job they did!  Please click on their links to view their live performances.  

 

Trudy Schoolhouse & Sebastian 

https://youtu.be/lN6UQhzQCTQ 

 

Carole Raschella & Gility 

https://youtu.be/AFgfjX6rQq8 

 

Sandy Kelley & Riese 

https://youtu.be/PcHZifZCitM 

 

Lindia Brown & Tillie (Plus Friends) 

https://youtu.be/-GImRSVX6ZA 

 

Congratulations to Trudy & Sebastian for passing the Dogs Can Dance Entry Level Evaluation, a require-

ment to compete in the DCD Challenge. The ELE tests a dance team’s freestyle proficiency: heel work, 

movement in time to music, and execution of floor patterns with transitions from side to side.  

 

And, a Big CONGRATS to Carole Raschella and Gility for earning the “Opening Act” title in the Entertain-

ment Division of the Challenge. Her self-choreographed routine  honors both her heritage and Gility’s.   

https://youtu.be/gCZ6kXQvBUM 

 

For more info on the fun new sport of freestyle, email Monica Nolan:  nolanmilano@gmail.com. 

Monica Nolan is our Freestyle class instructor and she sent in a Brag for Freestyle 



 14 

Larry Ribbeck and Boston—December 8, 2017—VHOC Agility Trial, 

Woodley Park, CA: 

Boston of Barnes achieved his MACH2 on Friday at the VHOC Agility 

Trial.  Not too bad for a street-stray rescue dog. 

Karla Spitzer/Scott Friedman and Henry—December 30, 2017, High Desert Agility Club, Simi Valley, CA: 

Henry got his second open standard preferred leg, second place with a score of 100. 

Allison Pobirs and Ladd— 12/30/17  High Desert Agility Club, Simi Valley, CA: 

              Open Standard - 20 Inch - Judge: Ken Boyd 

              Distance: 166 yards  SCT: 68 seconds 

              Score: 100 (Q)  Time: 47.33 seconds  2nd Place 
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Carole Raschella— 

I’d love to brag about my new arrival! His name is Branson, Galewinn Seventh Precious Gift. Here he is 

when I picked him up in Phoenix on Christmas Day.  

Carole’s new member of the family—Branson 
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Judith Lewis Mernit and Thomas 

Thomas won High in Trial at the Australian Terrier Club trial, in Indio on January 4, with a 190.5 in 

Utility B.  

He’s 12 and a half years old and ready to retire, so it’s the last time I’ll show him in the regular obedi-

ence classes. I was proud that he worked so happily and did so well.  

It was a fitting end to a lovely career for my little rescued Cairn Terrier, my Novice A dog and best 

teacher ever.  

Debbie Lang and Panda 

December 15th, Cocker Spaniel Club of OC—City of Industry, Ca: 

Excellent Standard—1st place—Agility Excellent Title (AX)  

December 21st, Poodle Club of So Cal, Stone Pony, Moorpark, Ca: 

1st Master STD Q and Double Q #1 

December 29th, Keeshond Club of So Cal, City of Industry, CA: 

Master JWW (MJ) Title and Double Q #2 
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Debbie Lang and Quila 

December 16, 2017—South Coast Vizsla  Club, City of Industry, CA: 

Qualifying runs in Master Fast (3rd),  Premier JWW (3rd), Premier 

STD (2nd) and T2B (2nd) 

December 28, 2017—Keeshond Club of So Cal, City of Industry, CA: 

Qualifying runs in Premier JWW (2nd) and Premier STD (1st) 

December 29, 2017—Keeshond Club of So Cal, City of Industry, CA: 

Qualifying runs in Premier JWW (1st) and Premier STD (1st) 

Laurie and Scusi—December 30/31 2017, High Desert Agility Club, Tapo Canyon Park, Simi Valley,  

CA: 

Master Fast   100 Q  64 points  4th place  8th leg 

Master Fast   100 Q  74 points  1st place  9th leg  one to go!!!!! 

Master JWW  100 Q   4.87 YPS   9th leg  one to go!!! 
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Linda Zimmerman and Angel 

Thursday—January 4—Golden Retriever Club of Los Angeles, Golden Retriever Specialty, Indio, CA: 

Angel and I had a good day today  

Master's Class Q 85 2nd place; 

Excellent Class Q 91 1st place  

Advanced Class Q 92 2nd place. We were the only Team to Q in all three classes!  

Friday- January 5—Kennel Club of Palm Springs, Indio, CA; 

Another FUN and successful day of Rally competition today for Team Angel.  

Masters class Q 86;  

Excellent class Q 95 4th place;  

Advanced class Q 97 and Highest Scoring Triple Qualifying Rally (which came with a nice cash prize).  

That is now our Rally Masters Leg #5 (5 more to go) and RAE Leg #6 (4 more to go). Good Girl, Angel !!! 

Saturday- January 6, Kennel Club of Palm Springs, Indio, CA: 

Q Masters 88 4th place,  

Q Advanced 79. On  

Sunday– January 7– Kennel Club of Palm Springs, Indio, CA: 

Triple Qualifying Rally High Combined score,  

Masters Q 94 3rd place;  Masters Leg # 7 

Excellent Q 93 1st place  

Advanced Q 93 3rd place.  REA Leg #7 

She Q'd in 11 of 12 classes and that 1 NQ was 100% MY fault for 

missing a sign.  

After we were finished showing she got to get & give love & affection 

to all sorts of people, which makes her soooo happy!  
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Sharon Jeter and Kindle 

Kindle (my Frenchie) had a fabulous finish to the year.  The following were his accomplishments for 

December: 

  - Received his AKC Achiever Dog certificate (from receiving his GCHS, TKN and CGC) 

  - Southern California Frenchie Specialty and Supported Entry Shows in Costa Mesa:  2 Best of Breeds, 

Opposite, Select Dog and 2 Owner Handler awards 

   

 

- AKC National Owner Handler Finals in Orlando, Florida:  Attended the Owner Handler Finals as one 

of the 10 Top Owner Handlers (by invite only) of the year and we were 1 of the final 2 people selected 

by the judge. We were very close to winning the National Owner Handler Finals (Kindle did win over 

this Frenchie the next day in the Breed). 

  - AKC National Championship show in Orlando, Florida (used to be called Eukanuba show):  Won an 

Award of Excellence in the Frenchie Breed Ring in competing with 98 entries and top professional han-

dlers.  Only 5 Awards of Excellence were given out. 



 20 

FEB. 3, 2018  

ANNUAL   

ALL-BREED  EYE 

CLINIC  

9 AM – 3 PM    

ACVO Eye Exams by Dr. 

Michael Chang  

Appointments Only  --  No Drop Ins, Please.  

Location:  

Curry Residence,  

16510 Nearview Dr.,  
Santa Clarita, CA        
(661) 298-8584   

 

$25 per Exam,  

payable to          

Dr. Michael Chang  

 

Additional $2 per dog 

administrative fee, 

payable to  

HDLRC  

Vaccines, Nail  
Clipping, and  

Microchips  
Available   

RSVP no later 
than Jan. 27 for:  

Microchip $25  
Rabies $10  
DA2PP $15  

Nail Clipping $10  
Rattlesnake $25  

To Schedule an  

Appointment,  
Contact Daos Boonma,        

661-524-8364 or 
dboonma@gmail.com  
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