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VHOC became a Fit dog Club in February and this is our second Fit Dog Walk. 

Mark your calendars for our next Fit Dog hike Sunday, June 8th, 9am. 

We’ll be doing a 1.3 mile walk around Balboa Lake in Encino.   

- The entire walk is flat and alternates between cement and packed dirt 

LAKE BALBOA / ANTHONY C. BEILENSON PARKCity of Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks  

Fit Dog hikes can be used to earn Fit Dog titles. To learn more about earning FD titles, go to AKC FIT DOG Titles 

– American Kennel Club  

 

 

 

If you’re interested in joining us 

for this hike,  

please RSVP to Monica at: 

    nolanmilano@gmail.com 

Now more than ever, fitness is important for both dogs and people. The most commonly recommended exer-

cise to improve fitness is walking. Walking is considered a safe activity that improves muscular strength, 

circulation, memory, weight loss, increases energy, helps with sleep, and reduces stress. The American 

Heart Association recommends walking a minimum of 150 minutes per week. Participation in the AKC FIT 

DOG program will bring health benefits to both you and your dog.  

AKC FIT DOG – American Kennel Club  

Start time changed to 9 AM 

https://www.laparks.org/aquatic/balboa
https://www.akc.org/sports/akc-family-dog-program/akc-fit-dog/akc-fit-dog-titles/
https://www.akc.org/sports/akc-family-dog-program/akc-fit-dog/akc-fit-dog-titles/
https://www.akc.org/sports/akc-family-dog-program/akc-fit-dog/
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FAST CAT Meeting  
 

Dogs running full out for fun was the theme of VHOC’s April General membership meeting at the Action 
Dog Sports AKC FAST CAT trial at Acton Park. More than a dozen members attended the picnic meeting 
where they learned about the rules of one of AKC’s newest sports where dogs run a 100-yard dash for points 
and titles.   
 
Daneen Fox of Action Dog Sports reviewed the rules as well as the ins and outs of getting dogs to chase a 
lure down the 10-foot-wide fenced chute, satisfying the prey drive in dogs of all breeds. 
 
Members had an opportunity to try the sport as a fun run or competitively to earn points for titles. 
 
Additionally, several members dogs enjoyed trying out traversing a variety of heights and surfaces on a con-
fidence course set up under the shade trees near the picnic. 
 
The potluck picnic featured a variety of delicious sides and desserts generously brought by members to com-
plement the chicken meal provided by the club.   
 
Members got a first-hand view of how excited dogs enter the fenced running chute, are enticed by the plastic 
bag attached to a motorized cable on the ground and are released in a burst of energy to chase the bag for the 
100 yards, catching the “prey” only at the end.   
 
Several members tried their dogs for the first time — and rumor has it they returned to the May trial for an-
other try.  

Thank you to Nancy Smith and Laurie Burnam for organizing a great General Meeting. 

For members who attended Fast CAT on April 13th there a photos for 

purchase at this website- 

Ventura County Scentwork Club 4/12-13 Photos  

 

For those that attended the Fast CAT May 3/4 pictures are available for 

purchase at this website— 

May 3rd—https://www.dfluxstore.online/fastcatmay3rdactonca/  

Maty 4th—https://www.dfluxstore.online/fastcatmay4thactonca/  

https://fireandfurphotography.shootproof.com/gallery/27168785/
https://www.dfluxstore.online/fastcatmay3rdactonca/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExVE03S0FwS2NvaFlUcXFpRgEekl_QlGRYRsV34NghyDW_qpZUtYSHNKJlegI46EgjJ1-3Ih6-J4aAHhCE_Ts_aem_DY6uFFA9ZqLrOt2HjOH6gA
https://www.dfluxstore.online/fastcatmay4thactonca/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExVE03S0FwS2NvaFlUcXFpRgEer-tgIc-6Fo6XiW1VNP-5G8kXdAW2pK2W7aJybWzZ2VxWapqqBTNoDWe0CnQ_aem_GrxgKzztrOfp6QpLBWDEGw
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For AKC Agility Trials check the websites for: 

Lynda Tjarks   Home - Lynda Tjarks Agility Production  

Jump City  Jump City Agility  

Weekday Wing Ding Trials  Upcoming Trials – Weekday Wing Ding Agility Trials  

Calendar 

• May 10, 11 BDTC—Obed and Rally Trial—Camarillo (Closes April 23rd) 

• May 15, 17, 18—Simi Valley KC—Camarillo—Agility—Jump City Agility  

• May 17—Greater San Diego Basset Hound Club—Rally Trial  - Anaheim (Closes April 30th) 

• May 17/18- Scent Work Club of the San Gabriel Foothills—Scent Work Trial—Burbank (Closes April 29th) 

• May 18—Southwest Obedience Club of Los Angeles, Inc. Obed/Rally Trial—Torrance (Closes April 30th) 

• May 22 (Thurs) - Tri-Valley Working Dog Club of Pinon Hills  Obed/Rally Trial—San Bernardino (Closes May 7) 

• May 24, 25, 26—Southern California Portuguese Water Dog Club—Agility—Camarillo—Home - Lynda Tjarks Agility 

Production  

• May 23, 24, 25, 26 AKC shows in San Bernardino with have Obed/Rally,  closing on May 7th 

• Fast CAT all 4 days—GLASWC May 23 – 26, 2025 FAST CAT – Southern California Scent Work  

· May 23—South Bay KC.   May 24—Antelope Valley KC 

· May25—Los Encinos KC.  May 26 San Gabriel Valley KC 

• May 31/June 1—Ventura County Dog Fanciers Association  Scent Work Trial at Summer Fest in Ventura (Closes - 

May 23rd) 

• June 1 – High Desert Scent Work Club – Farm Dog Certification – Phelan 

• June 6, 7 & 8 – Border Collie Club of Greater LA – Camarillo – Agility - Upcoming Trials – Weekday Wing Ding 

Agility Trials 

• June13, 14, & 15 – Contact Point Agility Club of LA – Camarillo – Agility - Upcoming Trials – Weekday Wing 

Ding Agility Trials 

• June 20, 21 & 22 – Golden Retriever Club of Greater LA – Camarillo – Agility -Home - Lynda Tjarks Agility Pro-

duction 

• June 23, 24, 25, 26 (Mon- Thurs) Ventura County Scent Work Club – Camarillo – Agility Upcoming Trials – 

Weekday Wing Ding Agility Trials 

• June 27, 28, 29 – Southern California Collie Club, Inc – Camarillo – Agility - Jump City Agility 

• July 19, 20 – Dog Agility Club of Ventura – Camarillo – Agility - Home - Lynda Tjarks Agility Production 

• July 19/20 – Fast CAT – Ventura County Scent Work Club – Acton   

• July 24, 25 – VHOC – Camarillo – Agility Upcoming Trials – Weekday Wing Ding Agility Trials 

• Jully 26, 27 Border Collie Club of Greater LA – Camarillo – Agility Upcoming Trials – Weekday Wing Ding Agili-

ty Trials 

• Sept 12/14 – VHOC – Obedience/Rally Trial – Camarillo (Opens Jul 1) 

All Trial Dates were taken from the AKC Events Page, many of the Trials have Premiums associated with them on the 

event pages.  American Kennel Club - Event Search  

https://lyndatjarksagility.com/
https://www.jumpcityagility.com/events.php
https://wwdat.us/upcoming-trials/
https://www.jumpcityagility.com/files.php
https://lyndatjarksagility.com/
https://lyndatjarksagility.com/
https://socalscentwork.com/sprint-trials/akc-fast-cat/glaswc-may-23-24-25-26-2025-fast-cat/
https://wwdat.us/upcoming-trials/
https://wwdat.us/upcoming-trials/
https://wwdat.us/upcoming-trials/
https://wwdat.us/upcoming-trials/
https://lyndatjarksagility.com/
https://lyndatjarksagility.com/
https://wwdat.us/upcoming-trials/
https://wwdat.us/upcoming-trials/
https://www.jumpcityagility.com/files.php
https://lyndatjarksagility.com/
https://wwdat.us/upcoming-trials/
https://wwdat.us/upcoming-trials/
https://wwdat.us/upcoming-trials/
https://webapps.akc.org/event-search/#/search
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Stroke Prevention Tips 

Stroke is an emergency and any steps we can take to help lower the risk of stroke. 

Some things can’t be managed, genetic factors, sex, older age and ethnicity can have an impact on risk 

factors. 

There a several factors that we can try to manage. 

1. Blood pressure. High blood pressure is a major risk factor.  The higher your blood pressure 

the higher the stroke risk. Normal blood pressure is defined as 120/80 

2. Blood Sugar – Diabetes is a risk factor for stroke, it is linked to high blood pressure, obesity 

and high blood cholesterol.  

3. Improve blood cholesterol to prevent high LDL cholesterol, and low HDL cholesterol. 

4. Quit smoking, if you smoke. The benefits start as soon as you quit smoking. 

5. Consider drinking habits - heavy use or misuse can increase the risk of stroke. 

6. Aim for a healthy weight – overweight and obesity are leading risk factors for stroke. 

7. Exercise regularly – it can be a positive impact helping to lower blood pressure, lower 

blood sugar levels and lose or maintain a moderate weight. 

8. Take sleep seriously – 7 to 8 hours is healthy. 

9. Get treatment for atrial fibrillation (Afib) this heart condition has been linked to a higher 

risk of stroke and blood clots. 

10. Focus on Diet – eat a nutritious and balanced diets. 

 

An expanded version of this information is located at Stroke Prevention: 10 Ways to Lower Your Risk 

of a Stroke 

May is Stroke Awareness Month (for people) 

I believe that within all of the dog sports we do have an aging population and yes I am one of them.  As we 

all get older it is just as important to take care of ourselves as well as our dogs.  

We owe it to them to be as healthy as we can be.  

Below are some factors that can influence the risk of having a stroke.  The URL for the expanded article is 

below. 

On the following pages is more stoke awareness information. Both flyers are from American Stroke Month 

Toolkit Resources | American Heart Association  

https://www.healthline.com/health/stroke/stroke-prevention#diet
https://www.healthline.com/health/stroke/stroke-prevention#diet
https://www.heart.org/en/professional/quality-improvement/get-with-the-guidelines/get-with-the-guidelines-stroke/american-stroke-month/american-stroke-month-toolkit-resources
https://www.heart.org/en/professional/quality-improvement/get-with-the-guidelines/get-with-the-guidelines-stroke/american-stroke-month/american-stroke-month-toolkit-resources
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Don’t let our up and down temperatures fool you!! 
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Amantadine for Dogs: Uses, Side Effects, and Alternatives 
 
By Colt Dodd, Published: Jul 19, 2024 | 4 Min 
 
Amantadine was initially formulated as an antiviral medication intended to treat influenza and combat infections. However, it’s 
also used off-label to treat chronic pain in dogs. In conjunction with other medications, such as non-steroidal anti-inflammatory 
drugs (NSAIDs), amantadine can help dogs struggling with nerve pain or degenerative joint disease to live comfortably.  
 
While amantadine is one of many drugs both humans and dogs can take, you should only administer the drug when prescribed by 
a veterinarian. They can explain the dosage instructions and what side effects would necessitate discontinuing the medication. 
 

How Does Amantadine Reduce Pain in Dogs? 
 
Amantadine is also known under the brand names Symmetrel®, Gocovri®, Osmolex ER®, and Endantadine®. The drug was 
developed in the 1960s and later approved by the Food & Drug Administration (FDA). Amantadine belongs to a class of drugs 
called “adamantanes,” which are drugs designed to combat influenza A viruses. In veterinary medicine, amantadine comes as a 
tablet, syrup, and capsule. 
 
Since its creation more than 60 years ago, amantadine has been used to address many health conditions in dogs, including se-
vere osteoarthritis and certain types of cancer, such as osteosarcoma. Dr. Jerry Klein, the American Kennel Club’s Chief Veteri-
narian, explains how the drug works: 

 
“Amantadine antagonizes (i.e. inhibits) N-methyl-D-aspartate (NMDA) receptors in the nervous system,” he says. “These recep-
tors normally transmit pain signals. By temporarily inactivating the NMDA receptors, amantadine can prevent the pain signals 
generated in the body from reaching the brain. If the brain never gets the pain signal, it doesn’t perceive the pain.” 
 
Because amantadine is absorbed through the dog’s gastrointestinal (GI) tract, it takes effect quickly. Most owners generally no-
tice improvement within a week of the drug’s administration, although they may notice changes in a longer or shorter period, 
depending on their pet’s response to treatment. 
 

What Is Amantadine Used for in Dogs? 
 
Alongside other medications, your veterinarian may prescribe amantadine if your dog 
suffers from: 
 

• Osteoarthritis, a degenerative joint disease that affects mobility 

• Cancer, particularly osteosarcoma 

• Intervertebral disc disease (IVDD) 

• Post-operative pain 

• Chronic pain 
 
As part of creating a well-balanced treatment plan, your veterinarian will consider many aspects of your dog’s health, includ-
ing allergies and GI sensitivities. They’ll also evaluate whether your dog has any pre-existing health conditions that could cause 
serious side effects. 
 
“The recommendations at this time are that amantadine should be used with caution in patients experiencing kidney disease, liver 
disease, congestive heart failure, and it should not be used in pregnant or lactating bitches,” Dr. Klein advises. 

 

Veterinarians Generally Prescribe Amantadine With Other Drugs 
 
Through its formulation and effect on the body, dogs prescribed amantadine can experience a remarkable change in their quality 
of life. It’s also a great option for dogs who cannot receive certain medications due to underlying medical issues. However, it’s 
not a miracle drug. To achieve the desired effect in dogs, it’s generally prescribed alongside other medications that target pain 
and discomfort. 

vm via Getty Images 

https://www.akc.org/author/colt-dodd/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/nsaids-for-dogs/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/nsaids-for-dogs/
https://prf.hn/click/camref:1100l9KzB/pubref:akc-org/ar:ea-amantadine-for-dogs/destination:https%3A%2F%2Fwww.chewy.com%2Famantadine-hcl-generic-capsules-100%2Fdp%2F173368?rel=sponsored
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/osteoarthritis-signs-treatment/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/cancer-in-dogs/
https://www.akcchf.org/canine-health/your-dogs-health/bone-cancer-in-dogs.html
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/intervertebral-disk-disease-dogs/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/the-subtleties-and-seriousness-of-chronic-pain-in-dogs/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/dog-allergies-symptoms-treatment/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/dog-kidney-disease/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/congestive-heart-failure-in-dogs-what-you-need-to-know/
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Amantadine for Dogs: Uses, Side Effects, and Alternatives—continued 

 

“Studies have shown that overall, amantadine doesn’t tend to work very well on its own,” Dr. Klein explains. “But it does perform 
well in combination with other pain medications. For these reasons, veterinarians almost always use amantadine in combination 
with another pain medication, rather than use amantadine alone.” 
 
A comprehensive treatment plan that involves amantadine use may also involve NSAIDs, gabapentin, and tramadol. Your veteri-
narian may also suggest some lifestyle changes that reduce joint pain and discomfort. For instance, adjusting an overweight dog’s 
diet can help them lose weight and reduce pressure on their joints. Feeding your dog food rich in protein and omega-3 fatty acids 
can also strengthen their musculoskeletal system and promote a fuller range of motion. 
 

Not All Drugs Work With Amantadine 

 
When deciding whether to prescribe amantadine, your dog’s veterinarian will assess what other drugs they’re currently taking. 
That’s because, while amantadine works alongside many medications, some can cause negative interactions. These drugs include: 

Trimethoprim/sulfa antibiotics 
Thiazide diuretics used in treating hypertension 

Selegiline (Anipryl) used in canine cognitive disorder (CCD) 
Anticholinergic drugs (antihistamines), such as diphenhydramine (Benadryl) 

 
Before giving any medication to your dog, discuss the decision with your veterinarian first. They can explain whether the drug con-
traindicates with amantadine and what other options you have for relieving your dog’s discomfort. 
 

Side Effects of Amantadine for Dogs 
 
Dr. Klein has some reassuring news for owners: amantadine is a fairly safe drug for dogs. Most patients adjust to the medication 
within a few weeks, and many of the common side effects subside without intervention. 
 
Yet, some more serious side effects may warrant immediate veterinary care, such as seizures, agitation, and limb swelling. If you 
notice any of these signs, talk to your dog’s vet before administering amantadine again. They can explain whether amantadine is a 
good fit for your dog and alter their treatment plan as necessary. 
 

Signs of Amantadine Overdose in Dogs 
 
Don’t panic if you missed your dog’s amantadine dose. You can give the medication as soon as you remember, as long as it’s not 
within eight hours of the previous administration. Avoid double-dosing. 
 
“[Amantadine] has a narrow therapeutic dose which is safe and effective, [and] only your veterinarian should be determining the 
dosage of amantadine for your dog’s particular situation and problem,” explains Dr. Klein. 
 
By adhering to your veterinarian’s instructions, you can avoid an overdose. Signs and symptoms of poisoning in dogs include: 
 

Dilated pupils 
Tremors 
Disorientation 
Respiratory distress 
A fast, irregular heart rate 
Changes in blood pressure 
Aggression 

 
“Signs of overdose … should warrant an owner to reach out to their veterinarian, a veterinary emergency service, or a pet poison 
hotline, such as the ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center or Pet Poison Helpline,” Dr. Klein says. 
 
This article is intended solely as general guidance, and does not constitute health or other professional advice. Individual situa-
tions and applicable laws vary by jurisdiction, and you are encouraged to obtain appropriate advice from qualified professionals 
in the applicable jurisdictions. We make no representations or warranties concerning any course of action taken by any person 
following or otherwise using the information offered or provided in this article, including any such information associated with 
and provided in connection with third-party products, and we will not be liable for any direct, indirect, consequential, special, ex-
emplary or other damages that may result, including but not limited to economic loss, injury, illness or death. 
 

Article from AKC Website—URL—Amantadine for Dogs: Uses, Side Effects, and Alternatives  

https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/gabapentin-for-dogs/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/tramadol-for-dogs/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/nutrition/dog-obesity-safe-weight-loss/
https://prf.hn/click/camref:1100l9KzB/pubref:akc-org/ar:ea-amantadine-for-dogs/destination:https%3A%2F%2Fwww.chewy.com%2Fb%2Fantibiotics-11574?rel=sponsored
https://prf.hn/click/camref:1100l9KzB/pubref:akc-org/ar:ea-amantadine-for-dogs/destination:https%3A%2F%2Fwww.chewy.com%2Fselegiline-hcl-generic-capsules-dogs%2Fdp%2F173723?rel=sponsored
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/dog-dementia/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/benadryl-for-dogs/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/seizures-in-dogs/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/the-common-signs-and-symptoms-of-poisoning-in-dogs/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/training/aggression-in-dogs/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/amantadine-for-dogs/
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Sharon Shilkoff and Nick 

Nick is now Ch. Verdoro's National Treasure (Ch. Pebwin XPDNC OS SDHF ex BISS  Am GCh 

BISS Can Ch Verdoro's Overcoming Obstacles NTD Am Can OD) completing his championship at 

the Sacramento Kennel Club in Lodi, Ca with his third major. Many thanks to Megan Honari and 

Christian Rutten for getting Nick across the finish line!  Nick now looks forward to those Scent Trials 

and starting his Agility career!  Nick was bred by Ann Greenbank and Michael Faulkner and owned 

by Sharon Shilkoff..  



 14 

Jeff Kogen and Luna 

Luna got her MACH 6 title at Hollywood  dog 

obedience club agility trial last weekend 

Sharon Clarke and Dash 

On April 11, 2025 Dash and I attended the NorCal Terrier 

Association  trial in Lodi, California, where he completed the 

requirements for his UDX 14! 

On May 4, 2025 we participated in the Hollywood Dog Obe-

dience Club trial in Camarillo and were High Combined in 

Trial, pictured with judge Samantha Williams. 
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Laurie Burnam and Tesla 

Fast Cat—Ventura County Scent Work Club, Acton, Ca, April 13, 2025 and May 2/3 2025 

9.80 Time 20.87  MPH and points 

8.82 Time 23.19  MPH and points 

8.29 Time 24.67  MPH and points 

8.07 Time 25.34  MPH and points 

8.04 Time 25.40  MPH and points 

8.35 Time 24.49  MPH and points 

143.91 total points, need 6.09 more 

for BCAT Title 

Monica Nolan with Augie and Rose 

Another busy month for the kids.  

 

At the 4/5 ASCA agility trial, Rose earned a title in Novice Gamblers, 

finishing out this division - with a few extra runs since mom wasn’t 

keeping track   

 

On 4/16 both dogs Q’d on their first Fast CAT runs.  They had a blast!! 

 

On 4/19, Jinny and Sterling Chow held a 

Nosework Easter Egg Hunt for their students at Bonn Fyre Ranch.  Augie 

definitely got into it, finding the most scented eggs.  He’s loving this sport, 

but what’s not to love - sniff, alert, get reward, repeat. 

 

Rose continues to gain points and legs toward her Rally RACH title, earn-

ing another triple Q at the 5/4 HDOC trial.  Pretty good considering she 

was on house rest with a bandaged paw the week preceding the trial.  

 

                    Rose pictured taking a break during a recent Therapy dog visit. 
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Flo Walberg and Ashley 

Had a great day at the Hollywood Dog Show on Sunday!   We 

got first place with a 199 in utility.  That gave us High in Trial. 

I was very proud of Ashley!!!   

Yvonne Garst and Herman Jo 

Ventura county dog fanciers Association, Camarillo, 

April 27th. 

Advanced interiors, qualifying score. New title SIA. 

Advanced exterior, third place, New title SEA. 

Advanced buried qualifying score 

Debbie Lang and Morgan 

Ventura County Scent Work Club—Fast CAT Trial 

April 12/13, 2025 

4 qualifying runs earning 73.5 points 

Ventura County Scent Work Club—Fast CAT Trial May 

3/4 2025 

4 qualifying runs earning 82.6 points, with his personal 

best of 22.18 MPH.  He is work towards his DCAT. 
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Debbie Lang and Panda 

Ventura County Dog Fanciers Association, April 26/27, 

2025 Camarillo, CA. 

April 26 

Qualifying in Novice A Containers, Buried, Exterior and 

3rd place in Interiors for her 1st qualifying legs in her first 

AKC trial. 

April 27 

Qualifying in Novice A Exterior, Interior, Containers and 

1st place in Buried for her 2nd qualifying legs. 

 

Kathleen Mitchell and Cheers 

Cheers was the Newfoundland Club of America’s 

Top Obedience Dog for 2024.  This is the fourth time 

she has been the top obedience dog.  The average for 

her 3 highest scores was 195.  

Kathleen Mitchell and Trick 

New puppy Trick is officially "Royal Flush’s Card Trick for Fairseas".    

With a name like that she just had to have a Trick Dog title at some 

point!  In researching on the AKC website I found out dogs can earn the 

Trick Dog Novice title as soon as they are 4 months old.  Trick and I got to 

work training!  I reached out to Monica, knowing she is a Trick Dog evalu-

ator.  She gave us some pointers and on her 4 month birthday, April 4, 

Monica certified “Trick" for her Trick Dog Novice title.  Huge thanks to 

Monica.  I can’t thank her enough for all the help and support she has giv-

en me in various dog sport venues that I am not familiar with.  Like when 

she taught Cheers and me to do Freestyle for a dance routine.  You are 

just the best Monica  
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Cynthia Binder and Beyya 

At the HDOC rally/ob show Beyya made her debut 

in obedience in the Beginner Novice B class.  She 

took first place with a 198/200.   

Then she went over and did her first leg of Rally 

Excellent, getting a 100/100 and winning that class 

too!.  Very pleased with this youngster's perfor-

mance (16 months old)!.  She will 'debut' in agility 

in 2 weeks also! 

Deanna Smith 

Great time at the April meeting. We really appreciate 

the introduction to Fast CAT at the club meeting. Now 

we have a new, fun sport. Thank you!  

Michelle Goyette and Finn 

Finn mastered  the Classical Freestyle Division! Of 

Dogs can Dance. He performed a dance routine with 

me to “ Staying alive”. Some of the judges comments 

were:  that Finn moved nicely to the music and 

seemed to be enjoying himself. They appreciated the 

send outs around the disco balls set on the floor and 

though my bell bottom yoga pants was appropriate for 

the genre.   
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Robyn Zelden and Lyric 

 

Lyric had fun at Fast Cat trial on April 

13th.  Her first run she ran 25.66 MPH and 

her second run she ran 24.83 MPH. She 

earned 49 points towards her FCAT  

Robyn Zelden and Lyric 

On April 26th at the Ventura County 

Dog Fanciers Association Scentwork 

Trial   

Lyric  Q'ed in Excellent  Containers, 

Buried  and Interiors earning a 

3rd  place and her Excellent Interior 

title   

Robyn Zelden and Lyric 

Lyric qualified in all four Excellent 

elements and  earned her Excellent 

Containers and Exteriors titles at 

the Ventura County Dog Fanciers 

Association Scentwork Trial on 

April 27th  
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Robyn Zelden and Crew 

Crew Q'ed in Novice Containers, Buried and Exteriors and 

earned titles in Novice Buried and Containers on April 26th 

at the Ventura County Dog Fanciers Association Scentwork 

Trial  

Robyn Zelden and Crew 

Crew qualified in Novice Interiors, Exteriors and Containers 

and earned his Novice Scent Work Title (SWN) April 27th at 

the Ventura County Dog Fanciers Association Scentwork Trial.  

Editors Note: 

To earn the Novice Scent Work Title (SWN) a dog had to have qualified 

3 times in each element earning their Novice titles in Buried, Exteriors, 

Interiors and Containers. 

  

 

 VHOC Fit Dog Walk  

 June 8th at 10 AM 

  Balboa Park 

RSVP to Monica Nolan—  nolanmilano@gmail.com 
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Mike Fielding/Stephanie Schuster with M and Spice 

We were essentially finished. We hadn't even taken 

an agility class in over 5 years. Our two Weimaraners 

were well into their senior years, and we had decided 

not to get a puppy so we could begin to travel more 

easily. Well, Louise Brady got Michael out of dog 

retirement to handle one of her Weimaraners in agili-

ty...and the rest is history. Then, a few months after 

one of our seniors passed away, and A LOT of de-

bate, a puppy came into our lives and subsequently 

brought us back into the dog world after so many 

years. 

 

At the Greater Los Angeles Scent Work Club's Fast 

CAT trial on April 12 and 13, 2025, both of our girls 

earned their BCAT titles ...and it is our puppy's first title. M's personal best in Fast cat is 21.13 mph, which 

is wonderful for our 10 1/2 year young girl. After her first run, M looked at us like "where has this been all 

of my life?!" Spice turned one last November, and her personal best speed so far is 25.57 mph.   

MACH Top Hat's Crazy For M&Ms MXB MJS XF T2B2 BCAT (M) 

Top Hat's Dr Who At M&M BCAT (Spice)  

Nancy Smith and Izzy 

Izzy earned another 52 points towards her DCAT title in AKC FAST CAT from her runs during our 

VHOC General Membership Meeting in April, adding to her BCAT title earned in November.  She 

clocked 26.15 and 26.05 miles per hour in her April runs.  Izzy also drew attention as she was so excited 

to run that she momentarily broke free and jumped the 

fence into the racing chute, only to be advised it was not yet 

her turn.  Waiting patiently to run FAST CAT is not Izzy’s 

strong suit.   

Izzy earned her ASCA Novice Regular Standard Agility 

title February 16, rounding out completion of her Novice 

level agility titles in that venue.   

Izzy was ranked the No. 6 Australian Shepherd nationally in 

the AKC Agility League Regulation Sophomore level out of 

23 competitors in the Winter 2025 Season No. 9.  Her Q 

‘Em Up teammate, Asher Bricker, was No. 1. Izzy’s team 

was No. 5 nationally out of 30 Regulation Sophomore 

teams.  Izzy also was achieved a Clean Sweep Award for 

Season 9, entering a clean run for each of the six rounds for 

the season, together with six of her teammates.   
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Patti Rovtar’s Simi Valley obedience class—a great group getting together.    

We had a party for Morgan De Mills 8th birthday tonight. 

Front: Jeane De Mill, George and Morgan, Boxers 

Lt to Rt:  Riley and Trick, Silken Windhound;  Raizy and Riva, Portuguese Podengo;  Stephanie and Jonas, 

Terrier mix; Nancie and Rory, Irish Wolfhound; Tracy and Max, Labrador Retriever; Patti (VHOC Instruc-

tor) and Demo Dogs, OTCH3 Pippi and Seeker, Rottweilers.  Missing Laurie and Ollie, Leonberger;  Caria 

and Breda, Cane Corso - who couldn’t attend class tonight. 

Michelle Goyette and Bo 

puppy news…welcome Woodstock’s Hot 

in Casablanca ( Call name Bogart or 

Bo)  He joined our family of Aussies on 

April 30 at 8 weeks old. He aspires to be an 

agility star  
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Nancy Smith and Echo 

Echo competed in the AKC 2025 National Agility Championship 

in Tulsa, OK in March, running clean in each of the three rounds 

as well as qualifying in the Premier Standard run that was offered 

as a warm up to the national event.  Echo finished 25th out of 144 

Preferred 16-inch competitors.   

In March, Echo received her AKC Master Excellent Jumpers 

Preferred 2 title.   

At the FAST CAT trial during our VHOC General Membership 

meeting, Echo added 52.2 points towards her DCAT title, reach-

ing a top speed of 26.05 miles per hour.  Not bad for a girl com-

ing up on her 10th birthday in July.   
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Now days there are so many things we can do with our dogs. There is just too much going on to be able 

to list all of the events or the superintendents.  

Below are links to different organizations,  the list isn’t comprehensive and I’m sure I’ve missed some 

that people have been associated with.  But it is a start. 

AKC—American Kennel Club - Event Search (akc.org)  

ASCA (Australian Shepherd Club of America) —Events Calendar– ASCA  

NADAC—The North American Dog Agility Council (nadac.com)  

USDAA—Home | USDAA  

Jump City Agility —Jump City Agility  

Lynda Tjarks Agility—Home - Lynda Tjarks Agility Production  

Weekday Wing Ding Dog Agility Trials (Stone Pony, Action Dog Sports)—Upcoming Trials – Weekday 

Wing Ding Agility Trials (wwdat.us)  

Jack Bradshaw  - Dog Show Superintendents—Jack Bradshaw - Dog Show Superintendents 

(jbradshaw.com)  

Barn Hunt—Barn Hunt Association  

National Association of Canine Scent Work—NACSW | NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CANINE 

SCENT WORK  

AHBA—American Herding Breed Association—Home - American Herding Breed Association (ahba-

herding.org)  

CPE—Canine Performance Events—CPE | CPE DOG Canine Performance Events Home - Canine Perfor-

mance Events  

UKC—United Kennel Club—Home | United Kennel Club (UKC) (ukcdogs.com)  

USCSS—United States Canine Scent Sports—USCSS (uscaninescentsports.com)  

World Canine Freestyle Organization (Dance)—The World Canine Freestyle Organization – WCFO, Inc.  

Dogs Can Dance—DogsCanDance.com  

NASDA—North American Sport Dog Association—North American Sport Dog Association – Celebrating 

Canine Versatility (nasda.dog)  

International Dog Parkour Association—Home | International Dog Parkour Association  

Love on a Leash—Therapy Dog— Love On A Leash® – Volunteer pet therapy certification  

https://webapps.akc.org/event-search/#/search
https://asca.org/events/month/
https://www.nadac.com/
https://www.usdaa.com/
https://www.jumpcityagility.com/
https://lyndatjarksagility.com/
http://wwdat.us/upcoming-trials/
http://wwdat.us/upcoming-trials/
https://www.jbradshaw.com/
https://www.jbradshaw.com/
https://www.barnhunt.com/index.html
https://nacsw.net/
https://nacsw.net/
https://www.ahba-herding.org/
https://www.ahba-herding.org/
https://cpe.dog/
https://cpe.dog/
https://www.ukcdogs.com/
https://www.uscaninescentsports.com/
https://www.worldcaninefreestyle.org/
https://www.dogscandance.com/index.html
https://nasda.dog/
https://nasda.dog/
https://www.dogparkour.org/
https://www.loveonaleash.org/
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Obedience - Beginning Competitive  - Thursday 6:30, Simi Valley 

Obedience - Open / Utility Obedience—Thursday 7:45, Simi Valley 

Instructor: Patti Rovtar, For more information, please contact Patti Rovtar at pattirovtar@gmail.com 

Agility - Skills & Drills  -  

Skills and Drills I (Novice/Intermediate) Wednesdays 6:30 pm, Reseda 

Skills and Drills II (Intermediate/Advanced) Mondays 7:00 pm, Reseda 

Instructor: Olga Chaiko, For more information, please contact Ann at tonkanuki@aol.com  

PLEASE CHECK WITH OUR INSTUCTORS FOR NEW CLASS START DATES 

VHOC Website— https://www.vhoc.org/copy-of-group-classes 

NEW Scent Work Classes 

Continuing Nose Work (Intermediate—Advanced)  -  Mondays 6:30-7:30 Chatsworth 

 Contact Carole Hills for information—chills37@aol.com  

Beginning Nose Work—Wednesday evenings in Moorpark 

 Contact Shiro Torquato for information— drshiro2000@gmail.com 


