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To All VHOC Members - 

We are looking for a place to store our Obedience and Rally Trial equipment.  

The club will provide a 6 ft x 8 ft storage shed (picture not of actual shed) for 

the equipment.   

If you or someone you know might have space please contact : 

 Nancy Giltner for further information at ngiltner623@gmail.com  

REMINDERS: 

VHOC DUES ARE DUE—only 33 of our members have sent in their dues renewal - please get those 

renewals in!!  They were due Jan 1st, you have 30 days then membership will have lapsed. 

VHOC Annual Awards—everyone was emailed the Annual Awards descriptions and application forms. 

A copy is also in this Newsette   Please get those to Ann Hills if you would like to received your title 

plaque for any titles earned in 2022. 
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Please contact Carole Hills if you would like to pay via PayPal at chills37@aol.com 
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Yvonne Garst will be doing a seminar on Canine Conditioning 

This class will be on core conditioning for the canine athlete.  I will discuss the 

basics through to advanced exercises so whether you dog is a senior or an up and 

coming  agility star this class is for you.  

Yvonne Garst CPCFT CMT is a Certified canine fitness trainer, canine water ther-

apist, and massage therapist and has been working in canine rehab for the last 18 

years. 

Member dogs are welcome to attend 

This meeting will be held at the Field 

Please bring a snack to share and water for you and your dog. 

If you will be attending please RSVP to Shiro Torquato at 

drshiro2000@gmail.com  
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VALLEY HILLS OBEDIENCE CLUB  

2022 Annual Awards  

This year’s VHOC Annual Awards honor members' special accomplishments during 2022 (heretofore, the 

“current year”). Awards will be presented at a General Membership Meeting in early spring (location and 

further information TBA); recipients may make alternate arrangements to pick up their awards.    

 Terms of Eligibility for Awards:  

  

All VHOC members whose dog(s) completed a title in 2022 are eligible to receive a title plaque.  

 Awards #4-22 are open to those VHOC members who have attended at least 5 VHOC events in the cur-
rent year, such as general membership or board meetings, the Annual Awards Banquet of the previous 

year, the Holiday Party, and the VHOC match and/or trials. Members who work an approved VHOC 

event (e.g., a match or trial) will be given credit for attending two events per day. Waived.  
  

In the spirit of equity and to encourage a wider range of award recipients, we ask that VHOC instructors 
not apply for awards in the sport that they teach. Waived.  

  

Perpetual awards will be kept by the recipient for one year and returned to VHOC by January 10 of the 

following year. If for any reason recipients should cease to be a member in good standing of VHOC, 

it is expected that they return the award(s) to the club at that time.  

 “Registry” refers to the title-granting organization, e.g.: AKC, ASCA, NACSW, UKC, etc.   

General Awards  
  

1.  Title Plaques  

 VHOC offers a plaque to all members whose dog(s) completed a title in any performance sport from any 

registry, the final leg of which must have been earned in the current year. Non-sport titles such as those 

in Canine Good Citizen or Therapy Dog programs may also be included. «No minimum event attend-

ance required!«   

  

2.  A-Team Recognition  

  In recognition of first-time achievement, VHOC offers a special gift to all members who earned a title in 
the current year in a performance sport in which they had never previously competed (i.e., new to you, 
not just to your dog!). «No minimum event attendance required!«  

  

3.  American Breed Championship Medallion  

  VHOC offers an award to all members whose dog(s) completed a breed championship, the finishing 

points of which must have been earned in the current year. «No minimum event attendance required!«  

  

4.  Outstanding Junior Handler Awards  

     In recognition of outstanding performance, Andy and Idelle Tyzbir, in memory of Minna Mott, offer an 
award to all junior handlers competing at licensed trials in any performance sport and any registry. Jun-
ior handlers are asked to submit a brief paragraph summarizing their accomplishments achieved during 
the current year.  
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2022 Annual Awards  
Special Awards: Obedience  - continued 

  
5.  George Giswein Memorial Trophy  

A perpetual trophy presented to the member whose CDX or UD dog has the highest aggregate score for 5 

separate shows during the current year, in either Open or Utility work, in any registry. The purpose of this 

award is to encourage the continued exhibition of dogs that have earned obedience titles. No scores earned 

before the dog earned their title will be acceptable toward the total scores for this trophy. Both CDX and 

UD dogs are eligible to compete, but the scores used must be in either Open or Utility, not a combination 

of the two. If a dog is shown in more than 5 shows, only the 5 highest scores apply.  

  

6.   200 Award  
 An award for a score of 200 earned at a licensed obedience trial of any registry during the current year.  

  

7.   Ch. Maveric of Varagon. CDX Memorial Trophy in Memory of Minna Mott  

 A perpetual award offered by Val and Ray Gonsor in memory of Minna Mott will be presented to the 

member whose dog completed a CD, CDX or UD title in any registry with the highest total score for 

three legs, as follows:  

a. Owner must be a member in good standing at the time each leg is earned. Date of membership will be the 
date on which the Club approved the application.  

b. Handler must be the owner or a member of the owner’s immediate family.  

c. No failures permitted before or between qualifying legs.  

  

8.   Greenberg-Hochman Memorial Trophy  

 A perpetual trophy offered by Ira and Loretta Greenberg and Ken and Susie Hochman in memory of Ch. 

Iralor’s Bit of Gold, CD, Ch. Sebastian of Bel-Air, Golden Pride of Iralor CD and Rusnel’s Joshua CD to 

the member whose dog has the highest combined scores in any regular obedience class from any registry, 

as follows:  

a. Owner must be a member of VHOC in good standing and for at least six months.  

b. Scores used may be a combination of any regular classes and must be qualifying scores.  

c. All scores must be earned between January 1 and December 31 of the current year.  

d. A maximum of 7 scores will be considered (with no minimum number).   

  

9.   Highest Scoring VHOC Member Okman-Tyzbir Perpetual Trophy  

 Andy and Idelle Tyzbir offer a perpetual trophy to the member whose dog has the highest aggregate 

scores among qualifying or non-qualifying obedience scores from any regular or non-regular class and 

who does not qualify for any other award in the current year, with the exception of a title plaque, A-Team 

Award or Championship Medallion. There is a minimum of 2 scores and no maximum; in the event of a 

tie, more weight will be given to scores from the regular classes.   



 7 

2022 Annual Awards  
Special Awards: Obedience—continued 

10.  The Red Nadauld Family Trophy  

 A perpetual trophy awarded to the member with the highest aggregate scores earned on the three legs of a 

Utility A title. The final leg must be earned during the current year.  

  

11.  UDX Award  
 An award offered to the member with the ten highest combined qualifying scores in Open B and Utility B.   

  

12.  Non-AKC Award  

 An award offered to the member with the five highest aggregate scores in any obedience class from any 

combination of non-AKC obedience registries, e.g.: UKC, ASCA, SCDOC, etc.  

   

  Special Awards: Multi-Sport  

  

13.  Multiple Sport Title Acknowledgment  

 Laurie Burnam offers a perpetual trophy to members who obtain 2 or more titles from different perfor-

mance sports (i.e., obedience, agility, herding, lure coursing/Fast CAT, field, tracking, carting, or hunt-

ing), in any registry. All qualifiers’ names will be listed by year; the trophy will be held for one year by 

the member with titles in the most sports. In the event of a tie, the trophy will be awarded to the handler 

with the most titles earned.  

   

  Special Awards: Rally  

  

14.  High Scoring Rally Novice Award  

 Sandy Walton offers a perpetual award to the member whose dog has the highest aggregate scores 

earned on the three legs of a Rally Novice title in any registry. The final leg must have been earned in 

the current year. Failures before or between legs are permitted. Title may be earned from the A or B 

class.  

  

15. High Scoring Rally Intermediate Award  

 Monica Nolan offers a perpetual award to the member whose dog has the highest aggregate scores 

earned on the three legs of a Rally Intermediate title in any registry. The final leg must have been earned 

in the current year. Failures before or between legs are permitted. Title may be earned from the A or B 

class.  

   

16.  High Scoring Rally Advanced Award  

 Carole Raschella offers a perpetual award to the member whose dog has the highest aggregate scores 

earned on the three legs of a Rally Advanced title in any registry. The final leg must have been earned in 

the current year. Failures before or between legs are permitted. Title may be earned from the A or B 

class.   
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2022 Annual Awards  
Special Awards: Rally—continued 

 

17.  High Scoring Rally Excellent Award  

 Sarah Sykes offers a perpetual award to the member whose dog has the highest aggregate scores earned 

on the three legs of a Rally Excellent title in any registry. The final leg must have been earned in the cur-

rent year. Failures before or between legs are permitted. Title may be earned from the A or B class.  

  

18.  High Scoring Rally Master Award     

 VHOC offers a perpetual award to the member whose dog has the highest three aggregate scores from 

among the legs of their first AKC Rally Master title. The final leg must have been earned in the current 

year. Failures before or between legs are permitted. Title may be earned from the A or B class.  

  

Special Awards: Agility  
   

19. High Scoring AKC Agility Novice Award  

 VHOC offers a perpetual award to the member whose dog has the highest aggregate scores earned on 

the three legs of an AKC Novice Standard title and three legs of a Novice Jumpers titles (six titling 

scores in total). The final leg (from either the Standard or Jumpers class) must have been earned in the 

current year. Titles may be earned from the Regular or Preferred, A or B classes. In the event of a tie, 

handlers may be asked to submit additional data, such as yards per second (YPS).  

  

20.  High Scoring AKC Agility Open Award  

 VHOC offers a perpetual award to the member whose dog has the highest aggregate scores earned on 

the three legs of an AKC Open Standard title and the three legs of an Open Jumpers title (six titling 

scores in total). The final leg (from either the Standard or Jumpers class) must have been earned in the 

current year. Titles may be earned from the Regular or Preferred, A or B classes. In the event of a tie, 

handlers may be asked to submit additional data, such as yards per second (YPS).  

   

21.  High Scoring AKC Agility Excellent A Award   

 VHOC offers a perpetual award to the member whose dog has the highest aggregate scores earned on 

the three legs of an AKC Excellent A Standard title and the three legs of an Excellent A Jumpers title 

(six titling scores in total). The final leg (from the Standard or Jumpers class) must have been earned in 

the current year. Titles may be earned from the Regular or Preferred classes. In the event of a tie, han-

dlers may be asked to submit additional data, such as yards per second (YPS).  

   22.  High Scoring NADAC/ASCA Agility Novice Award  
 Carole Hills offers a perpetual award to the member whose dog has the highest aggregate scores earned 

on the three legs of a NADAC or an ASCA Novice Standard title (NAC/RS-N) and the first two legs of a 

NADAC or an ASCA Novice Jumpers title (NJC/JS-N). Legs may come from the Proficient or Skilled 

category (NADAC) and the A or B class (ASCA). The final leg (from the Standard or Jumpers class) 

must have been earned in the current year. Members may submit their five scores for each registry; how-

ever, scores from the two registries cannot be combined. In the event of a tie, handlers may be asked to 

submit additional data, such as Yards Per Second, or Course Yardage & Dog’s Course Time.   
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2022 Annual Awards  
Special Awards: Agility—continued 

 

 

23.  High Scoring NADAC/ASCA Agility Open Award  

 Carole Hills offers a perpetual award to the member whose dog has the highest aggregate scores earned 

on the three legs of their NADAC or an ASCA Open Standard title (OAC/RS-O) and the first two legs 

of a NADAC or an ASCA Open Jumpers title (OJC/JS-O). Legs may come from Proficient or Skilled 

category (NADAC) and the A or B class (ASCA). The final leg (from the Standard or Jumpers class) 

must have been earned in the current year. Members may submit their five scores for each registry; 

however, scores from the two registries cannot be combined. In the event of a tie, handlers may be 

asked to submit additional data, such as Yards Per Second, or Course Yardage & Dog’s Course Time.  

  

24.  High Scoring NADAC/ASCA Agility Elite Award  

 Deborah Lang offers a perpetual award to the member whose dog has the highest aggregate scores 

earned on the three legs of a NADAC or an ASCA Elite Standard title (EAC/RS-E) and the first two 

legs of a NADAC or an ASCA Elite Jumpers title (EJC/JS-E). Legs may come from Proficient or 

Skilled category (NADAC) and the A or B class (ASCA). The final leg (from either the Standard or 

Jumpers class) must have been earned in the current year. Members may submit their five scores for 

each registry; however, scores from the two registries cannot be combined. In the event of a tie, han-

dlers may be asked to submit additional data, such as Yards Per Second, or Course Yardage & Dog’s 

Course Time.  

  

END OF AWARDS DESCRIPTIONS  
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VHOC Annual Awards Application Form 
 

 
Your name: ____________________________________ Dog’s call name: _________________________ 

   (as you wish it to appear on awards) 

For the awards listed below, “current year” refers to the award period, 2022.  

General Awards (No meeting/service requirement; see Terms of Eligibility  
on Awards Descriptions for more details) 

 

Due 

JAN 30 

One form per dog. Please send applicable pages to Ann Hills at tonkanuki@aol.com 
or 13689 De Garmo Avenue, Sylmar, CA 91342. Alternatively, you may send info in 
a Word document or in the body of an email--please indicate each award by number. 
Contact Ann with any questions. 

#1 – Title Plaque 

Provide the ACRONYMS for the titles you earned in the current year in the order in which you want them 
to appear on your plaque (e.g., CDX, NAJ, etc.); please look them up to verify that the acronyms are cor-
rect. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please provide the acronyms for any Novice A obedience, rally or agility titles you earned (any registry), 
the 3rd leg of which was earned in the current year (e.g., NAJ, etc.). 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

#2 – A-Team Award 

 

 

Did your dog earn a breed championship in the current year?         Yes 

#3 – American Breed Championship Award 

 

 

Please indicate if you are a junior handler and competed with your dog this year:          Yes 

#4 – Outstanding Junior Handler Award 

2022 VHOC Annual Awards Application Form  page 1 

about:blank
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5 highest scores in Utility (post-UDX) or Open (post-CDX) earned in the current 
year. 

  1 2 3 4 5 

George 

Giswein 

(AKC) 

Open 
  

  

        

Utility 
  

  

        

5 

  

  

  

  

Trial: 

  

200 Award 

  

Date: 

6 

 

 

3 title leg scores of CD, CDX or UD; 3rd leg earned in current year;  

no failures between Qs 

  1 2 3 

In memory of 

Minna Mott 
Ch. Maverick of 

Varagon 

CD 
  

  

    

CDX 
  

  

    

UD 
  

  

    

7 

  

  

  

Highest combined scores in any regular obedience class; max. of 7, no min. 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

  

Greenberg-
Hochman 

  

              

8 

2022 VHOC Annual Awards Application Form  page 2 

Special Awards  
OBEDIENCE: 
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Special Awards  
OBEDIENCE: 

   
Highest aggregate of Q or NQ scores, regular or non-regular classes, for those 
who don’t qualify for awards 5-8 or 10-12; min. of 2 scores, no max. 

  

Okman-
Tyzbir 

  

1 2 3 4 5 

  

  

        

6 7 8 9 10 . . . 

  

  

        

9 

10 

  

  

  

  

 
Highest scores earned on the 3 legs of a Utility A title; 

3rd leg earned during the current year. 

  
  

Red Nadauld 

  

1 2 3 

      

11 

  

  

  

  

10 highest combined Q scores in Open B and Utility B,  

any combination. 

UDX 

(AKC) 

1 2 3 4 5 

  

  

        

6 7 8 9 10 

  

  

        

   

5 highest aggregate scores in any obedience class from any combination of non
-AKC obedience registries, e.g.: UKC, ASCA, etc. 

  
  

Non-AKC 

1 2 3 4 5 

  

  

        

12 

2022 VHOC Annual Awards Application Form  page 3 
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MULTI-SPORT: 

Please indicate the different performance sports* (if more than one) in which you earned titles this year and 
the number of titles in each. 

13 

  

  

  

 
Agility 

Obed. Rally 
Nose 
Work 

Herding Tricks 
Lure 

Coursing 

Field 
or 

Hunt 

Tracking 

  

Carting 

  

Other 

  

# of titles: 

  

                      

*CGC(U/A) and Therapy Dog titles are included on title plaques but do not count toward this award. 

RALLY: 

  14 

  

  

  

  

Highest scores from the 3 legs of a Rally Novice 
(A or B) title; 3rd leg earned during the current 

year. 

  

High 

Novice 

1 2 3 

  

  

    

15 

   

Highest scores from the 3 legs of a Rally 
Intermediate (A or  B) title; 3rd leg earned 

during the current year. 

  

High  

Intermediate 

1 2 3 

      

  

  

  

  

Highest scores from the 3 legs of a Rally 
Advanced (A or  B) title; 3rd leg 

earned during the current year. 

  

High 

Adv. 

1 2 3 

  

  

    

 16 17 

    

Highest scores from the 3 legs of a Rally 
Excellent (A or  B) title; 3rd leg earned 

during the current year. 

  

High Excellent 

1 2 3 

      

  

  

  

  

 
Highest scores from the 10 legs of their first Rally Master (A or  B) title; 10th leg earned during 

the current year. 

  

  

High 

Master 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

  

  

                  

18 

2022 VHOC Annual Awards Application Form  page 4 
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AGILITY: 

19 

  

  

  

  

 
Highest scores from the 3 legs of NA & 
NAJ titles; 3rd leg earned during the 

current year. 

  

High 

Novice 

(AKC) 

1 2 3 

  

  

    

4 5 6 

  

  

    

20 

   

Highest scores from the 3 legs of OA & 
OAJ titles; 3rd leg earned during the 

current year. 

  

High Open 

(AKC) 

1 2 3 

      

4 5 6 

      

  

  

  

  

 
Highest scores from the 3 legs of AX & AXJ titles; 

3rd leg earned during the current year. 

  

High Excellent 

(AKC) 

1 2 3 

  

  

    

4 5 6 

  

  

    

21 

  

  

  

  

 
Highest scores from the 3 legs of Novice 
Std./Reg & Novice Jumpers titles; final 

leg of either earned during the current 
year. 

  

High 

Novice 

(ASCA/ 

NADAC) 

1 2 3 

  

  

    

4 5 RS-N/NAC 

& 

JS-N/NJC 

22 

   

Highest scores from the 3 legs of Open Std./
Reg & 1st 2 legs of Open Jumpers titles; 

final leg of either earned during the current 
year. 

  

High Open 

(ASCA/ 

NADAC) 

1 2 3 

      

4 5 RS-O/OAC 

& 

JS-O/OJC 

23 

24
9 

  

  

  

  

 
Highest scores from the 3 legs of Elite Std./Reg & 1st 2 

legs of Elite Jumpers titles; final leg of either earned 
during the current year. 

  

High Elite 

(ASCA/ 

NADAC) 

1 2 3 

  

  

    

4 5 RS-E/EAC 

& 

JS-E/EJC 

2022 VHOC Annual Awards Application Form  

page 5 
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The Best Article of 2022: Exposing the DCM Debate 

December 16, 2022 / Nutrition / By Hemopet 
 

Helen Santoro, in our view, authored the most unbiased and best – yet likely the most overlooked – ex-

posé regarding the 2022 debate on dilated cardiomyopathy (DCM) in companion dogs. While we had read 

the article when it was released in July, we wanted to wait for responses from the named veterinarians and 

veterinary nutritionists who led the charge, that apparently roped in the U.S. Food and Drug Administra-

tion (FDA).  

Crickets (no communication). Even the media was ’crickets’ on the exposé.  

Unfortunately, to this day, some of the unfounded claims – or claims that were based upon assertedly bi-

ased-research – prevail to this day.  

We will only comment here on one thing. We have now realized that Ms. Santoro uncovered a high degree 

of influence after obtaining communications through the Freedom of Information Act.  

Please remember that DCM is a complicated condition. Thus far, grain-free foods or foods made with 

pulse ingredients (lentils, peas) have not been directly linked to DCM. In fact, there is contradictory evi-

dence – or evidence that nullifies those claims – that is based upon unbiased research.  

The veterinarians and veterinary nutritionists who have spearheaded and steadfastly held onto their cam-

paign against these foods, despite the lack of credible evidence, actually are the catalyst that provoked 

more pertinent nutritional research to be performed by unbiased researchers.  

Please read Helen Santoro’s article and come to your own conclusions.  

Did Industry Funding Influence an FDA Investigation into Canine Heart Disease and Grain-Free Dog 
Food?– 100Reporters 

How canine heart disease was tied to grain-free dog food – Abridged version from the Associated Press 

Hemopet’s Chronicling over Time: 

July 29, 2018: Dodds responds to FDA Statement on Canine Heart Disease, Taurine Deficiency, and Po-
tential Dietary Causes 

October 14, 2018: Articles Circulating about Heart Disease in Dogs 

January 7, 2019: Dilated Cardiomyopathy (Heart Disease) in Dogs and Why Some Dogs Eat “Exotic” In-
gredients 

February 25, 2019: FDA Updates on Heart Disease in Dogs 

July 8, 2019: Hemopet Responds to the FDA Implicating 16 Brands of Dog Food That May Cause Heart 
Disease in Dogs 

September 16, 2019: Dilated Cardiomyopathy in Dogs: Study on Protein Source 

https://hemopet.org/category/nutrition/
https://hemopet.org/author/michael-fancesinstaboostmedia-com/
https://100r.org/2022/07/did-industry-funding-influence-an-fda-investigation-into-canine-heart-disease-and-grain-free-dog-food/
https://100r.org/2022/07/did-industry-funding-influence-an-fda-investigation-into-canine-heart-disease-and-grain-free-dog-food/
https://apnews.com/article/science-health-pets-dogs-us-food-and-drug-administration-adbe215e2ee660b57b1d01dfff8d5f40
https://drjeandoddspethealthresource.tumblr.com/post/176405475391/fda-dog-heart-disease#.Y3PqNHbMLIV
https://drjeandoddspethealthresource.tumblr.com/post/176405475391/fda-dog-heart-disease#.Y3PqNHbMLIV
https://drjeandoddspethealthresource.tumblr.com/post/179049849051/canine-heart-disease#.Y3PqMnbMLIV
https://hemopet.org/dcm-heart-disease-dogs-exotic-ingredients/
https://hemopet.org/dcm-heart-disease-dogs-exotic-ingredients/
https://hemopet.org/fda-updates-heart-disease-dogs/
https://hemopet.org/fda-updates-dcm-heart-disease-dogs/
https://hemopet.org/fda-updates-dcm-heart-disease-dogs/
https://hemopet.org/dilated-cardiomyopathy-dogs-study-protein-source/
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The Best Article of 2022: Exposing the DCM Debate—continued 

 

September 10, 2020: FDA Investigation into Heart Disease in Dogs: Where Are We in September, 2020? 
August 20, 2021: Dilated Cardiomyopathy in the News Again 
August 27, 2021: FDA and DCM in Dogs Updates August 2021 

September 20, 2021: Oxidation in the Body: What It Is, Advancements in Diagnosis and Antioxidants 

 

Original article URL: https://hemopet.org/the-best-article-of-2022-exposing-the-dcm-debate/ 

Article submitted by—Allison Pobirs 

https://hemopet.org/fda-investigation-into-heart-disease-in-dogs-where-are-we-in-september-2020/
https://hemopet.org/dilated-cardiomyopathy-in-the-news-again/
https://hemopet.org/fda-and-dcm-in-dogs-updates-august-2021/
https://hemopet.org/oxidation-in-the-body-what-it-is-advancements-in-diagnosis-and-antioxidants/
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Cold Weather Safety Tips 
URL: https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/general-pet-care/cold-weather-safety-tips 
 
Exposure to winter’s dry, cold air and chilly rain, sleet and snow can cause chapped paws and itchy, flaking 
skin, but these aren’t the only discomforts pets can suffer. Winter walks can become downright dangerous if 
chemicals from ice-melting agents are licked off of bare paws. To help prevent cold weather dangers from 
affecting your pet’s health, please heed the following advice from our experts: 
 
Repeatedly coming out of the cold into the dry heat of your home can cause itchy, flaking skin. Keep your 
home humidified and towel dry your pet as soon as he comes inside, paying special attention to his feet and 
in-between the toes. Remove any snow balls from between his foot pads. 
 
Never shave your dog down to the skin in winter, as a longer coat will provide more warmth. If your dog is 
long-haired, simply trim him to minimize the clinging ice balls, salt crystals and de-icing chemicals that can 
dry his skin, and don’t neglect the hair between his toes. If your dog is short-haired, consider getting him a 
coat or sweater with a high collar or turtleneck with coverage from the base of the tail to the belly. For many 
dogs, this is regulation winter wear. 
 
 Bring a towel on long walks to clean off stinging, irritated paws. After each walk, wash and dry your 

pet’s feet and stomach to remove ice, salt and chemicals—and check for cracks in paw pads or redness 
between the toes. 

 
 Bathe your pets as little as possible during cold spells. Washing too often can remove essential oils and 

increase the chance of developing dry, flaky skin. If your pooch must be bathed, ask your vet to recom-
mend a moisturizing shampoo and/or rinse. 

 
 Massaging petroleum jelly or other paw protectants into paw pads before going outside can help protect 

from salt and chemical agents. Booties provide even more coverage and can also prevent sand and salt 
from getting lodged between bare toes and causing irritation. Use pet-friendly ice melts whenever possi-
ble. 

 
 Like coolant, antifreeze is a lethal poison for dogs and cats. Be sure to thoroughly clean up any spills 

from your vehicle, and consider using products that contain propylene glycol rather than ethylene glycol.  
 
 Pets burn extra energy by trying to stay warm in wintertime. Feeding your pet a little bit more during the 

cold weather months can provide much-needed calories, and making sure she has plenty of water to 
drink will help keep her well-hydrated and her skin less dry. 

 
 Make sure your companion animal has a warm place to sleep, off the floor and away from all drafts. A 

cozy dog or cat bed with a warm blanket or pillow is perfect. 
 
 Remember, if it’s too cold for you, it’s probably too cold for your pet, so keep your animals inside. If left 

outdoors, pets can freeze, become disoriented, lost, stolen, injured or killed. In addition, don’t leave pets 
alone in a car during cold weather, as cars can act as refrigerators that hold in the cold and cause animals 
to freeze to death. 

Just a reminder since a lot of us take our dogs 

with us to the snow, and take vacations in the 

snow. 
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Submitted by Allison Pobirs—per Allison—These tips may not only benefit reactive dogs and they 

may help prevent reactivity from developing.  They will also help with loose leash walking. 
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Monica Nolan’s Augie and Rosie celebrating the holidays!!  

“Are you really going to make me where this?”  “You DO look ridiculous!"  
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Alison Pobirs was able to get out at 

some point during all of our rain storms 

and get some hiking in with Ladd and 

the newest member of the family—

Claire. 
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Flo Walberg and Ashley 

Flo sent, “She got her OTCH2.  What a great dog!!! “ 

Congratulations to  

Flo Walberg and Ashley. 
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Mark your calendars 

 

 

 

Check the flyer on page 4 


