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Spring Fling with a Twist
Join us for a night of fun and entertaining training
games designed to challenge dogs of all skill levels.
Vice President Stephanie Colman has planned another
fun training night for members and their dogs on Friday, April 21 at our training site, Canoga Park Lutheran
School, (CPLS), 7357 Jordan Avenue in Canoga
Park.

Plan to arrive by 7:00
pm with your dog(s),
crates, chair, treats,
toys, water for you and
your dog and a snack or
dessert to share if you
wish. (Sorry, no KFC
this time)

Please RSVP
To Carole Hills at—
chills37@aol.com
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The 10 Human Medications Most Dangerous to Dogs
Dr. Kevin Fitzgerald | September 06, 2016

Taken from the AKC website http://www.akc.org/content/health/articles/the-10-human-medications-mostdangerous-to-dogs/?
utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=health20170321

One of the most dangerous rooms of the house with regard to accidental poisonings is the bedroom, on account of the nightstand next to the bed. Many adult dogs and teething puppies sleep in the bed with their
humans, and thus have easy access to the drugs on that nightstand. Medications left on counters in kitchens
and bathrooms find their way into the stomachs of bored dogs, too.
If your dog ever does happen to ingest human medication, bring the original container to the veterinarian.
The original bottle or package can tell you which drug is involved, what strength, how many pills or tablets
were in the container, and possibly the manufacturer’s recommendations concerning poisoning.

Dangerous Drugs
The most common human medications to cause poisoning in dogs include:
The nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) are widely used and readily available — many of
these can be purchased over the counter. These drugs are used to treat pain, inflammation, and fever in people. Examples of NSAIDs include aspirin, ibuprofen, naproxen, and indomethacin. In dogs, or ally ingested NSAIDs are rapidly absorbed. Most achieve peak concentrations in the blood within three hours.
The most commonly seen side effects of these medications are gastrointestinal irritation and damage to the
GI tract.
At recommended dosages, NSAIDs have little effect on the kidneys, but in cases of overdose (and also with
chronic usage) renal damage has occurred.
The simultaneous use of two NSAIDs can lead to kidney dysfunction. Additionally, NSAID overdose has
caused clotting problems and liver disease. These drugs can also react with other drugs.
Another readily available human medication often used to treat pain and inflammation in dogs
is acetaminophen. This dr ug, sold as Tylenol and other brand names, can be obtained both over the counter and in some prescription preparations. Exposure to dogs usually occurs through administration of acetaminophen by uninformed but well-meaning owners intending to treat fever, pain, or inflammation in their
animal. Poisoning can occur from a single exposure to a large dose or from chronic exposure to a low dose.
Acetaminophen poisoning in dogs causes injury to the liver and, in high enough dosages, even liver failure.
Clinical signs can include lethargy, loss of appetite, belly pain, and jaundice. Swelling of the face and paws
is also commonly seen. Cats are even more sensitive than dogs to acetaminophen — clinical signs can result from ingesting a single tablet.
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The 10 Human Medications Most Dangerous to Dogs

Dr. Kevin Fitzgerald | September 06, 2016
Continued

Medications used for attention-deficit disorder and hyperactivity contain amphetamine, a potent stimulant. Ingestion of these medications by dogs can lead to life-threatening tremors, seizures, elevated body
temperature, and even cardiac and respiratory arrest.
Blood pressure medications, like ACE inhibitors and beta blockers, can cause weakness, stumbling, and
dangerously low blood pressure.
Medications designed to aid with sleep, like Xanax, Ambien, and Valium, can cause dogs to become lethargic, seem intoxicated and, in some cases, have dangerously slowed breathing rates. Some dogs become severely agitated after ingesting these drugs.
Treatment
The vast majority of these accidental intoxications can be successfully managed with early treatment.
For poisonings, the best outcomes involve seeking immediate advice from your veterinarian followed by
aggressive, proactive treatment, if necessary. Your vet may suggest making the animal vomit if ingestion
just occurred, but your pet may also need intravenous fluid support or treatment with specific medications
and antidotes to combat the toxin. Always check with your veterinarian before starting any treatments to
neutralize the poison.
It’s important to note that time is of the essence for many of these poisonings, and most treatments are best
done at a veterinary hospital.
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The top ten things I always need to remind my dog:
By Dawn Mozgawa – FairMeadow Gordon Setters
1. Barking your order into the drive through microphone at the bank is not cool. Can’t you just wait
for your cookie like all the other dogs?
2. If I wanted the toilet paper shredded, I would have put it in the blender.
3. Yes, he really does have the SAME exact food that you have in your bowl….No, I did not count
the kibble. It’s approximate, OK?
4. Once again, the Christmas tree is just for LOOKING.
5. Don’t tell me the toilet bowl water tastes fresher!
6. How exactly does that dog gravity work anyway? The scale at the vets said 47 pounds. When I
want you off the couch, all of a sudden you weigh 150??
7. Is it really necessary for you to de-squeak your new stuffie inside two minutes flat? It’s not a contest. REALLY. You don’t win a prize for being fast. The stuffie WAS the prize.
8. I understand the squirrel is taunting you. Really I do.
9. No, they did not name the “queen” sized bed after YOU.

10. Yes, I really am going to eat the whole thing. Go count your kibble.
Submitted by Carole Raschella
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K-9 EYE CLINIC—If interested contact Lynda directly
Jamara Australian Shepherds is hosting a K-9 Eye clinic June 24th at the home of Lynda Peppel,
2705 Juniper Drive, Palmdale Ca. 93550
Sponsored by ASCSC
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Call for appointments, 661-478-8010
Dr. Michael Chang will be offering
Individual Exams for $25.00
Discounted exams to breeders for a litter of 4 or more is available. the first puppy is $25.00 ad $20.00
per puppy after that.
A Similar discount is available for those with 5 or more dogs from the same household.
For those that wish to have their dog(s) certified, please bring your AKC registration and your
micro chip information with you at the time of the appointment.
Lynda is currently taking appointments so call her at 661-478-8010
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Heartworms in Dogs: Facts and Myths

WebMD separates the facts from fiction about canine heartworms.
By Sandy Eckstein
WebMD Pet Health Feature
Reviewed by Amy Flowers, DVM

Heartworms in dogs are easy to prevent, but difficult and costly to cure. We asked Sheldon Rubin, 20072010 president of the American Heartworm Society, to separate facts from the myths about heartworm
infestations in dogs.
Q: How do dogs get heartworms?
A: Only by the bite of an infected mosquito. There’s no other way dogs get heartworms. And there’s no
way to tell if a mosquito is infected. That’s why prevention is so important.

Heartworm disease has been reported in all 50 states. And the bite of just one mosquito infected with the
heartworm larvae will give your dog heartworm disease.
Heartworm disease has not only spread throughout the United States, but it’s also now found in areas
where veterinarians used to say “Oh, we don’t have heartworm disease.” Areas like Oregon, California,
Arizona, and desert areas -- where irrigation and building are allowing mosquitoes to survive. And if you
have mosquitoes and you have animals, you’re going to have heartworms. It’s just that simple.
It takes about seven months, once a dog is bitten by an infected mosquito, for the larvae to mature into
adult heartworms. They then lodge in the heart, lungs, and surrounding blood vessels and begin reproducing. Adult worms can grow up to 12 inches in length, can live 5-7 years, and a dog can have as many
as 250 worms in its system.
Q: Can people get heartworms from their dogs?
A: It can only be passed on by mosquitoes. It’s a specific parasite that only affects dogs and cats and ferrets and other mammals. In rare cases, heartworms have infected people, but it does not complete its life
cycle. The heartworm will migrate to the lung and cause a round lesion that looks like a tumor. But these
are very rare cases.
Q: If one of my dogs has heartworms, can he give it to my other dogs?
A: No. Again, the only way heartworms are transmitted is through the bite of an infected mosquito. And
even if an uninfected mosquito bit your infected dog, and then bit your uninfected dog the same night, he
wouldn’t transmit the parasite from one dog to the other. That’s because when a mosquito bites an infected animal, the heartworm needs to undergo an incubation period in the mosquito before the mosquito
can infect other animals.
Q: Is it OK to adopt a dog with heartworms?
A: It’s a very common problem in animal shelters today, and public shelters rarely have the money to
treat heartworm disease. It’s perfectly acceptable to adopt a dog with heartworms, but you have to be
dedicated to having the disease treated appropriately, because it’s a horrible disease that can lead to a
dog’s death if left untreated.
Q: How can I prevent my dogs from getting heartworms?
A: For less than the cost of going to Starbucks for a weekly coffee, you can prevent heartworm disease
in your dog. There are monthly pills, monthly topicals that you put on the skin, and there’s also a sixmonth injectable product. The damage that’s done to the dog and the cost of the treatment is way more
than the cost to prevent heartworm disease. A year’s supply of heartworm preventative will cost about
$35 to $80, depending on a dog’s weight.
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Q: What are the symptoms of heartworm infestations in dogs?

(HEA R T W OR M Continued)

A: Initially, there are no symptoms. But as more and more worms crowd the heart and lungs, most dogs will
develop a cough. As it progresses, they won’t be able to exercise as much as before; they’ll become winded
easier. With severe heartworm disease, we can hear abnormal lung sounds, dogs can pass out from the loss of
blood to the brain, and they can retain fluids. Eventually, most dogs will die if the worms are not treated.
Q: Once my dog has heartworms, what’s the treatment? How much will it cost?
A: The drug that you treat with is called Immiticide. It’s an injectable, arsenic-based product. The dog is given
two or three injections that will kill the adult heartworms in the blood vessels of the heart.
The safest way to treat heartworms includes an extensive pre-treatment workup, including X-rays, blood work,
and all the tests needed to establish how serious the infection is. Then the dog is given the injections. With all
the prep work, it can run up to $1,000. But just the treatment can be done for about $300 in some areas.

Q: Why do I have to keep my dog quiet during the several months he’s being treated for heartworms?
A: After treatment, the worms begin to die. And as they die, they break up into pieces, which can cause a
blockage of the pulmonary vessels and cause death. That’s why dogs have to be kept quiet during the treatment
and then for several months afterward. Studies have shown that most of the dogs that die after heartworm treatment do so because the owners let them exercise. It’s not due to the drug itself.
Q: If my dog is diagnosed with heartworms, can I just give him his monthly preventative instead of having him go through treatment? Won’t that kill his heartworms?
A: Studies have shown that if you use ivermectin, the common preventative, on a monthly basis in a dog with
heartworm disease, after about two years you’ll kill off most of the dog’s young heartworms. The problem is,
in the meantime, all of those heartworms are doing permanent damage to the heart and blood vessels.
But if there’s no way someone can afford the actual treatment, at least using the preventative on a monthly basis could be a lesser alternative.
Q: Can I skip giving my dog his preventative during colder months, when there aren’t any mosquitoes?
A: The American Heartworm Society recommends year-round heartworm prevention. One reason is, there’s
already a serious problem with people forgetting to give their dogs the heartworm preventatives. It’s a universal problem. Now if you use it year-round, and you miss a month, your dog will probably still be protected.
But if you miss more than one or two months your dog could become infected.
The other reason not to stop is that many of the preventatives today also include an intestinal parasite control
for roundworms, whipworms, or tapeworms. You want your dog to be protected against those at all times.
Q: If I don’t treat my dog with heartworms, will he “outgrow” his heartworms?

A: No. He stands a good chance of dying from the disease.
Q: I’ve heard the treatment for heartworms can be dangerous. Are there any newer, safer alternatives?
A: We used to use plain arsenic to treat it, which had many side effects. What we use now is a safer product
with fewer side effects. It’s a safe product if used correctly.
Q: If my dog gets heartworms, and is treated for them, can he get them again?
A: Yes, he can get them again. That’s why prevention is so important.
Article taken from : http://pets.webmd.com/dogs/guide/heartworms-in-dogs-facts-and-myths
Reviewed December 2011
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Many herding dog breeds are afflicted with a mutation of the multi-drug resistance
(MDR1) gene. This gene encodes a protein (P-glycoprotein) that is responsible for removing certain drugs and toxins from the brain. Dogs that carry the MDR1 genetic defect cannot rid their brains of the problem drugs. The result is a neurotoxic buildup that can cause
abnormal neurological symptoms and/or death.
Breeds known to carry the MDR1 mutation include Australian Shepherds of all sizes, Collies, English Shepherds, Longhaired Whippets, McNabs, Old English Sheepdogs, Shetland
Sheepdogs, and Silken Windhounds. Research has shown that every three of every four
Collies and two of every four Australian Shepherds (of any size) have at least one copy of
the mutated gene. This also means that if your mixed breed dog has, or you think s/he
might have, any of these breeds in its pedigree, you should test your dog and avoid the
drugs on the list until you have test results.
A simple check swab test or a blood test is available to screen for the presence of the mutated MDR1 gene. Test results indicate if the dog carries two, one or no copies of the mutated gene. For further information on the MDR 1 genetic mutation and the test, visit the
website of the Veterinary Clinical Pharmacology Laboratory at Washington State University's College of Veterinary Medicine at vcpl.vetmed.wsu.edu/.
Taken from Busteralert.org
Read more: http://www.busteralert.org/mdr1-info/
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Sharon Clarke and Dash—I

have a new Champion!

Semper Fi Dasher, CGC, aka "Dash", finished his championship on
Thursday, March 23rd in Vallejo with a 5 point major.
He was shown by Lauren Hay-Lavitt. and Dash went Best Opposite Sex on Saturday,
March 25, again in Vallejo, earning Grand Champion points.
Respectfully submitted by his VERY HAPPY and VERY PROUD mom, Sharon A.
Clarke
Sharon Clarke and Flynn—High Combined in Trial
On Saturday, April 1st ( no fooling) Flynn was High Combined at the Kern County Kennel Club obedience trial with a 193 in Utility B and 196.5 in Open B for a combined high score of 389.5 out of 400
possible points.
Submitted by his very proud mom, Sharon Clarke

Louise Brady with Zanie and Squeak—Sunday March 12th—Shooting Rating
Test
My Weims competed in a Shooting Rating Test on Sunday March 12th. This is
similar to AKC Hunting Tests, but is sponsored by the parent club and open to
Weims only. My Zanie, GCh. Barret :n Star's Under The Big Top JH, earned her
Novice Shooting Dog title. And my Squeak, Ch. Sanbar's Truth Be Told JH,
OA, NAJ, V, earned her Shooting Dog Excellent title, the highest level offered. I was quite proud of them both! The pic is of Squeak and myself and judges,
Nancy Rapoport and Renee
Thurber.
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Allison Pobirs and Ladd—03/18 and 3/19/17 ASC of SC Agility Trials
3/18/2017
Regular Novice Q—1st
Gambler Novice Q—1st
Gambler Novice Q—1st—NEW TITLE
Jumpers Novice q 1st
03/19/17
Gamblers Novice Q 2nd
Gamblers Novice Q 1st
Jumpers Novice Q 1st

Sandy Kelley and Riesling—
Over the St. Patty’s Day weekend Riesling & I were at the Del Sur
Kennel Club show and Riese did great.

Friday, March 17—On day 1 she earned a 100 in Rally Excellent
to place 1st and then 4th Place in Rally Advance (due to Mom’s
misstep)
Saturday March 18—Day 2 she got another 100 for 1st and a 99 in
Rally Advance to earn her RAE.
She also had her first Dairy Queen Pup cup and really, really liked
that best of all.
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Laurie Burnam and Scusi - 3-18/19-2017, ASCA agility ASCSC/MAC, Littlerock, CA:
Elite Regular. 10Q. 1st leg
Elite Regular 10Q. 2nd leg
3-25/26-2017—AKC agility Hollywood Dog Obedience Club, Woodley Park, CA:
Open Fast. 100 Q. 1st place. 3rd Leg OF Title #50
T2B. Q. 7 points 4th place
T2B. Q. 8 points 2nd place 7 legs 56 points so far
Excellent Standard 100 Q. 4th place. 1st leg
Excellent JWW 100 Q 1st place 3rd leg AXJ title #51

Laurie Burnam and Scusi
April 1/2, 2017—ASCA agility ASCSC Kenny Grove Park, Fillmore, CA:
Elite Regular 10 Q
Elite Regular 10 Q
Elite Regular 10 Q
Elite Jumpers 10 Q
Elite Jumpers 10 Q

3rd leg RS-E Title #52
extra leg
extra leg
1st leg
2nd leg JS-E Title #53

April 1/2/2017 ASCA Rally—Kenney Grove Park, Fillmore, CA:
Masters B 195 1st Place
Excellent B 198 1st Place HIT H/C
Masters B 194 1st Place
Excellent B 197 1st Place HIT H/C
April 1/2 2017 ASCA Obedience, Kenny Grove Park, Fillmore, CA:
Utility A 1st Place 2nd leg
Utility A 2nd Place 3rd leg UD Title #54
I am so proud of Scusi and myself for that matter, to be able to compete in 17 classes in a weekend, in 3 venues, 11 agility, 2 obedience and 4 rally, at the top level of competitions and come away, sane and achieving
11 qualifying scores, earning 3 titles to boot. Plus I had to help run and steward the rally and obedience rings
for the club. Call me crazy, YES, but Miss Scusi is so willing to please and have fun, no matter what event,
that we can do all this in one swoop. Surprisingly we both were not tired the next day but come Thursday, I
think it hit us. At the beginning of the year I set goals of achieving 12 titles, so far we have gotten 5 of them
and it is only April.
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David Zelitzky and his first brag with Riggley - April 2, 2017—
ASCSC ASCA Obedience Trial, Kenney Grove Park, Fillmore, CA:
Back to back shows in Novice B
ASCA AM Obedience - 198.5 HIT
ASCA PM Obedience - 199.5 HIT

Debbie Lang and Quila
3/11 –12/2017, ASC of SD (ASCA) , El Cajon, CA:
9 out of 12 Qualifying Runs
4—10 Pt Q’s Elite Regular, 3—10 Pt Q’s Elite Jumpers, and 2—10 pt. Elite Gambler Q’s
4/1-2/2017, ASC of So Cal, (ASCA) Kenney Grove Park, Fillmore, CA:
9 out of 11 Qualifying Runs
4—10 Pt Q’s Elite Regular, 4—10 Pt Q’s Elite Jumpers, and 1—10 Pt. Elite Gambler Q
And on Saturday we fit in two qualifying runs in Rally Excellent both 2nd place.

Debbie Lang and Panda
3/11-12/2017—ASC of SD (ASCA), El Cajon, CA:
10 Pt Novice Jumpers Q— JS-N-OP Title
10 Pt Novice Gambler Q
3/17 and 3/19—AHBA Herding Trial ,Lisa Edwards Stockdogs, Gardnerville, NV:
Junior Herding Dog (JHD) Title
4/1-2/2017, ASC of So Cal (ASCA) Kenney Grove Park, Fillmore, CA:
10 Pt Novice Regular Q, 2nd Place —RS-N Title
10 Pt Open Jumpers Q—1st place—1st qualifying score
10 Pt Novice Gambler’s Q—1st Place
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Ellen Zuckerman and Sandy—March 25, 2017
We completed our final legs in the Glendora USCSS trial and Sandy earned
her DDN (Detection Dog Novice) title.

Scott Friedman and Odie—April 1, 2017, Border Collie Club
of Greater LA, Camarillo, CA:
Open JWW—1st Leg—3rd place

Lindia Brown has a big br ag, I just got the br ag tonight (4/12/2017) because Lindia was in the
hospital.

Her brag is that she has a New Knee

We at VHOC wish you a quick and successful recovery
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Debbie Lang and Panda—April 8-9,2017—Tri-Valley Shetland Sheepdog
Club, Simi Valley, CA:
4-8—Open STD—Qualifying—2nd place—2nd Leg
4-8—Open JWW—Qualifying—1st place—Open JWW Title
4-9—Open JWW—Qualifying 1st place

Debbie Lang and Quila—April 8-9, 2017—Tri-Valley Shetland Sheepdog
Club, Simi Valley, CA:
4-8—T2B-P—10 Pt Q
4-9—Master FAST Pref—Qualifying—2nd place
4-9—T2B-P—10 Pt Q
4-9—Premier JWW Pref—Top 25% Q—1st place
4-9—Premier STD Pref—Top 25% Q—1st Place
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April 15, 16 Orange Coast Rhodesian Ridgeback Obedience & Rally
Hound Group Oak Canyon Par k, Silver ado, CA www.jbr adshaw.com
April 23 South West Obedience Club of Los AngelesAll Breed Obedience & Rally Back to Back Same day
Trials (2)(AKC Canine Partners Mix Breed dogs welcome)
Arthur Lee Johnson Memorial Park, 1200 W. 170th Street, Gardena, CA www.slicciardi.com
April 29, 30Lake Mathews Kennel Club All Breed Obedience & Rally Trials,
Prado Regional Park, Chino, CA www.jbradshaw.com
May 7 Hollywood Dog Obedience All Breed Obedience & Rally Trials—Woodley Park, Van Nuys
www.slicciardi.com
May 13 Buenaventura Dog Training All Breed Obedience & Rally Trials Simi Valley www.slicciardi.com
May 26, 27, 28, 29 Mission Circuit—Los Encinos KC, Antelope Valley KC, San Fernando KC, San Gabriel
Valley KC All Breed Obedience & Rally Trials Pomona Fair Grounds, Pomona, CA www.jbradshaw.com
June 3, 4 KC of Pasadena All Breed Obedience & Rally Trials
Brookside Park, Pasadena, CA www.jbradshaw.com
June 16, 17, 18 Bahia Sur KC of Chula Vista All Breed Obedience & Rally Trials Bates Nut Farm,
Central Valley, CA www.jbradshaw.com

June 24,25Great Western Terrier Association of Southern Calif.– Terrier Group Terrier Obedience & Rally
Trials, Irwindale, CA www.jbradshaw.com
July 7,8,9 Channel City KC, Inc. Santa Maria KC, Inc. All Breed Obedience & Rally Trials Camarillo, CA www.jbradshaw.com
Information taken from So Cal Dog Obedience Council webpage:
https://scdoc.org/top-dog-past-team-winners/top-dog-results/events-calendar/
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APRILS is
National Heartworm Awareness Month.
National Pet First Aid Awareness Month. This event is an effort by the American Red Cross to draw
attention to the need to know specialized pet first aid.
Prevent Lyme Disease in Dogs Month.
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Month. (ASCPA)
April 1-7, 2016: International Pooper Scooper Week. (TBA)
April 1, 2017: Every Day is Tag Day. Always the first Saturday in April.

April 8: National Dog Fighting Awareness Day.
April 11: National Pet Day.
April 11: Dog Therapy Appreciation Day. (TBA)
April 9-15, 2017: Animal Control Officer Appreciation Week. 2nd full week in April.
April 18: Pet Owners Independence Day.
April 21: Bulldogs are Beautiful Day. (TBA)
April 16-22, 2017: Animal Cruelty/Human Violence Awareness Week. An effort by the Humane Society of the United States. Third week in April.
April 16 – 22, 2017: National Pet ID Week. Third week in April.
April 22: Earth Day.
April 26: National Kids and Pets Day.
April 28, 2017: Hairball Awareness Day. Last Friday in April.
April 29, 2017: World Veterinary Day. This event from the World Veterinary Association is always celebrated on the last Saturday in April.
April 30: Adopt a Shelter Pet Day.
April 30: National Tabby Day. (TBA)
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