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We had to work around Super 
Bowl Sunday and the Oscars, but 

our  

Awards Banquet will be on  

Saturday February 8th at 

 The Church of the Chimes,  

in Sherman Oaks. 

The deadline for submitting your 
awards applications is extended 

to January 13th. 

 

Contents 

Awards Banquet—Saturday February 8th 1 

Whom to Contact     2 

Get your brags in     2 

VHOC Awards Banquet    3 

AKC Agility Changes in effect Jan 1, 2020 4 

Urinary Incontinence in Dogs   6 

December Holiday Party             8 

Water Filtration Systems   9 

Raffle                11 

BRAGS      12 

AKC Judges Obedience and Rally Seminar 15 

Agility Fun Runs              16 

High Desert Labrador Retriever Eye Clinic    16 

Freestyle Class Starting January 9th  17 



 2 



 3 

 

The Awards Banquet will be held at:  

Church of the Chimes in Sherman Oaks  

(14115 W Magnolia Blvd, Sherman Oaks, CA 91423),  

The date for sending in your Awards Application has been moved out 
to January 13th. 

Please send you applications to Ann Hills, her address and email are 
listed on the Awards Application. 

The Awards Application and the Awards criteria and descriptions are 
attached in the Newsette email or available on the vhoc.org website. 
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AKC Agility Changes effective Jan 1, 2020 

Entering a Mixture of Regular and Preferred Classes Within the Same Trial Weekend – Multiple Jump 

Heights Within the Same Trial Day 

Exhibitors may enter a mixture of both Regular and Preferred classes on the same trial day and/or during a 

trial weekend. For example, the same dog may now be entered in Regular FAST and/or T2B to finish up 

those titles while also entered in Preferred Master STD/JWW to start working towards their PACH at the 

lower height. Any mixture of Regular and Preferred classes is allowed. 

Please note that if a dog qualifies in Regular Master Standard and Preferred Master JWW (or vice versa) on 

the same trial day, then NO Double Q shall be earned toward either the MACH or PACH title. The Double Q 

still requires that Standard Agility and Jumpers With Weaves be either both Regular OR both Preferred on 

the same trial day. 

Additionally, within the same Regular or Preferred classes, a dog may now be entered in multiple jump 

heights within the same trial day. For example, the same dog may now be entered in 20-inch Master STD/

JWW while also entered in 24C-inch Premier STD/JWW on the same trial day. 

A separate entry form must be submitted when the same dog is being entered in a mixture of Regular and Pre-

ferred and/or different jump heights within the same trial weekend thereby clearly indicating which class(es) 

and/or jump heights belong together for each trial day of the weekend. 

Fix and Go On 

Fix and Go On. (This is a pilot program) At any time during a run the hander may immediately fix a single 

obstacle one time. The action shall be judged as an elimination, which shall be marked as an “E” on the scribe 

sheet, resulting in a non-qualifying score (NQ). The handler may go back a few obstacles prior to the fix. If a 

jump bar (bar jump or single bar jump) is knocked, the handler may reset it, but the reset is limited to one 

jump bar. The dog may not be verbally or physically corrected for the error. Weave poles may be immediate-

ly re-attempted three times, but if the dog is brought back to obstacles prior to the weave poles, it will be con-

sidered the one time Fix and Go On attempt. Once handlers have used the one-time Fix and Go On option, 

they must immediately finish the course or exit the ring. 
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AKC Agility Changes effective Jan 1, 2020—Continued 

The judge shall not judge the dog’s run after the fix but will continue to watch the run to ensure that the han-

dler is going on to complete the course correctly, is not using harsh commands or corrections and that the run 

is being done safely. The judge will immediately whistle to excuse the team from the ring for any of these 

infractions. 

For Exhibition Only (FEO) 

For Exhibition Only. (This is a pilot program) FEO may be offered at the option of the host club. For Exhibi-

tion Only (FEO) runs are allowed in FAST and Time2Beat classes at the option of the club. It must be stated 

in the premium and any pre-trial publications. If a team is running FEO, the handler may not use more than 

the standard course time for the chosen class. Time will be started by the Timer as soon as the handler starts 

their lead out. If the handler has not told the scribe and the judge prior to the start of the run that it is an FEO 

run, the judge will judge the run as a scored run and all regulations are in effect. In this case the judge will 

excuse the team for training in the ring. 

When running FEO, the handler may use a toy to reward the dog. At no time may the toy leave the handler’s 

possession or be thrown, or they will be excused from the ring. No food, no toys that make noise and no 

balls that can roll away may be used. The handler may train any piece of equipment as many times as they 

would like. Handlers may touch equipment during the FEO run, which includes resetting the bars. 

The judge shall not judge the dog’s run but will watch the run to ensure that the handler is not using harsh 

commands or corrections and that the run is being done safely. The judge will immediately whistle to excuse 

the team from the ring for any of these infractions. During FEO runs, dogs may be excused or disqualified 

for menacing or aggressive behavior. The judge and ring crew must remain in the ring during an FEO run. 

FEO runs will not exceed the maximum course time. 

FEO may be entered in advance or declared at the ring. 

RUNNING YOUR DOG AT DIFFERENT JUMP HEIGHTS 

 

I did ask for clarification on entering your dog in different jump heights., using more than 
one entry form. I was concerned about the cost and would we be paying a 1st entry fee with 
each form.  As it turns out the answer is no, just one 1st entry fee per the AKC. 

 

“Even though multiple entry forms are required FOR THJE TRIAL SECRETARY’S BENEFIT it is still 

the same dog entering classes on the same day, so only ONE 1st class entry fee will be charged per day. 

Treat the multiple forms as if one single form was submitted.” 

 The information below was sent to the trial secretaries— 

When calculating entry fees, treat multiple entry forms for the same dog as if only one form had 

been filled out. In other words, the 1st run entry fee is only paid once per day, per dog, even if that 

dog’s runs have been submitted on multiple entry forms. 
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Urinary Incontinence in Dogs 

WebMD Veterinary Reference from the ASPCA  
IN THIS ARTICLE 
 

Urinary incontinence occurs when a housetrained dog loses control of his bladder. This can range in severity 
from occasional small urine leaks to inadvertent voiding of a large amount of urine. 

What Causes Urinary Incontinence in Dogs? 
 
 Hormonal imbalance 
 Weak bladder sphincter 
 Urinary tract infection 
 Urinary stones 
 Spinal injury or degeneration (frequently seen in German shepherds) 
 Protruding intervertebral disc 
 Prostate disorders 
 Presence of other diseases that cause excessive water consumption, such as diabetes, kidney disease, hy-
peradrenocorticism 
 Congenital abnormalities 
 Anatomic disorders 
 Certain medications 
 
What Are the General Symptoms of Urinary Incontinence in Dogs? 
 
Dripping urine, which can irritate the skin and cause redness, is one of the most recognizable symptoms of in-
continence, as is excessive licking of the vulva or penis area. Pet parents may also notice the area where 
the dog sleeps is contaminated with urine. 

What Should I Do If I Think My Dog Is Incontinent? 
 
Consult with a veterinarian, who will confirm the diagnosis and try to determine a cause. The vet will take a 
thorough history, perform a physical exam and likely conduct a urinalysis to verify whether your dog is suffer-
ing from a bladder infection, which requires treatment with antibiotics. Other tests may include a urine culture, 
blood work, radiographs and ultrasound. 
 

What Are Some Complications of Urinary Incontinence in Dogs? 
 

Some bouts of urinary incontinence ebb and wane, but others can progress and cause more serious bladder and 
kidney infections. A skin infection may result in areas that are in constant contact with urine. 

https://pets.webmd.com/dogs/default.htm
https://pets.webmd.com/dogs/guide/lower-urinary-tract-problems-infections-dogs
https://pets.webmd.com/dogs/dog-sprains-strains
https://pets.webmd.com/dogs/diabetes-dog-diet
https://pets.webmd.com/dogs/ss/slideshow-skin-problems-in-dogs
https://pets.webmd.com/dogs/ss/slideshow-is-my-dog-normal
https://pets.webmd.com/dogs/dog-breeds-rm-quiz
https://pets.webmd.com/dogs/canine-bladder-infection-what-look-how-treat
https://pets.webmd.com/dogs/how-make-most-antibiotics-dog
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Are Certain Dogs Prone to Urinary Incontinence? 
 
Although urinary incontinence can afflict dogs of any age, breed or gender, it is most often seen in middle-
aged to older spayed females; cocker spaniels, springer spaniels, Doberman pinschers and Old English sheep-
dogs are among the breeds often prone to incontinence. 

How Is Urinary Incontinence Treated? 
 
Treatment for incontinence will depend on its underlying cause. Medications can often effectively manage this 
condition and prevent everyday accidents. Some treatments focus on hormone therapy, while others, such as 
phenylpropanolamine, strengthen the urethral sphincter, which controls urine flow. Surgery also may be an 
option if medication alone doesn’t work. Collagen injections, a newer therapy for incontinence, appear to have 
promising results. 

In cases of incontinence due to bladder stones, a protruding disc or congenital abnormality, surgery may be 
recommended. 

How Can I Manage Urinary Incontinence? 
 
 Pile clean blankets and towels in your dog’s favorite sleeping spot, or put waterproof pads under her bed-
ding to absorb any moisture. 

 Take your dog for more frequent walks, including first thing in the morning and shortly after she wakes 
from a nap. 

 Consider using doggie diapers, which are available at many pet stores. 

 Please consult with your vet before limiting your dog’s water intake. 

 Provide proper hygiene to prevent any related skin infections. 
 Always monitor your pet’s condition, since it can quickly accelerate to infection, especially in elderly 

dogs. 

WebMD Veterinary Reference from the ASPCA 
 
 

Urinary Incontinence in Dogs—Continued 

Taken from: https://pets.webmd.com/dogs/urinary-incontinence-dogs#1  
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Our Holiday party was held 
Saturday December 14th, at 
Nancy Giltner's home. If you 
missed it you missed a good 
time and some really nice gifts 
in the gift exchange game. 
Not to mention the really deli-
cious food.  Thank you to all 
who came and those that 
brought all the great food. 
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Water Filtration Systems: Choosing the Right One for 
Your Home 

 

If you’ve been following our blogs these days, we have focused a lot on water. From that, you’ve learned 
that faucet-mounted water filters reduce lead and other metals from tap water if used correctly. Then, you 
discovered that reverse osmosis reduces nitrates and nitrites from a water supply. Finally, a study found 
that distilled water helps effectively clean fruits and vegetables. 

We imagine that your head is spinning. Which one of the many water filtration systems available should you 
choose? 

First, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) says that you should know your water source. 

Know Your Water Source 

Is your water source a private well or a cistern? Or, is your water source from a public system? 

Private – The CDC recommends contacting your local health authority to find out about common contami-
nants in your water and ask them what kind of contaminants to check for. Then, you should have your water 
checked by someone who is certified and have them check for total coliform bacteria, nitrates, total dis-
solved solids, and pH levels, and other contaminants common in your area that your local health department 
identified. 

Public – The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) requires all public water systems to send a Consumer 
Confidence Report annually by July 1st, which details the quality of drinking water and the contaminants. 

Choosing the Right Water System 

Once you find out what is in your water, we suggest going straight to NSF International for information. 

NSF International was founded in 1944. It is an independent, accredited organization that tests, audits and 
certifies products and systems for public health. 

The NSF website is difficult to navigate. These are the two pages we suggest visiting first: 

Contaminant Reduction Claims Guide – This guide will tell you the best water filter system to remove the 
contaminants in your water source. Hyperlinks to what products are certified by NSF/ANSI are listed. We 
suggest you come back to this page once you start shopping to make sure the product is truly NSF certified. 

By W. Jean Dodds, DVM on December 13, 2019 

https://www.hemopet.org/water-filters-lead-and-your-companion-pets/
https://www.hemopet.org/how-do-nitrates-nitrites-affect-dogs/
https://www.hemopet.org/fruit-vegetable-washes-should-you-use/
http://www.nsf.org/consumer-resources/water-quality/water-filters-testing-treatment/contaminant-reduction-claims-guide
https://www.hemopet.org/author/drjeandoddspethealthresource/
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NSF Standards for Water Treatment Systems – This page details what the NSF/ANSI certification covers 
with the water filter system. 

Then, head over to the CDC website, which provides a bulleted guide of the different water treatment sys-
tems and what contaminants the technology removes. 

We did notice some discrepancies between the two sites. For instance, the CDC says that reverse osmosis 
can reduce bacteria in water. The NSF does not. We reached out to NSF to explain the differences. 

The organization responded, “The main difference is that the NSF International website lists products certi-
fied by NSF to reduce specific contaminants. The NSF International certification listings do not necessarily 
cover all possible technologies for reducing all possible contaminants.” 

Budget and Lifestyle 

Now, that you know the type of system you need, consider your budget and lifestyle. NSF International dis-
tinguishes between two systems: 

Point-of-Use (POU) Systems – Treat the water where you drink or use it, and include water pitchers, fau-
cet filters, under the sink systems, and reverse osmosis systems. 

Whole-House/Point-of-Entry (POE) Systems – treat the water as it enters a residence. They are usually 
installed near the water meter (municipal) or pressurized storage tank (well water). Whole-house treatment 
systems include UV microbiological systems, water softeners or whole-house filters for chlorine, taste, 
odor and particulates. 

References 

“Choosing Home Water Filters & Other Water Treatment Systems.” Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, 3 June 2014, http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/drinking/home-water-treatment/water-filters.html. 

“Flint Water Sampling Objectives.” Environmental Protection Agency, 10 Jan. 2017, http://www.epa.gov/
flint/flint-water-sampling-objectives#FilterEfficacy. 

“Home Water Treatment System Selection.” NSF International, Home Water Treatment System Selection - 

NSF International.  

Water Filtration Systems: Choosing the Right One for Your Home  -  
Continued 

Submitted by: Allison Pobirs 

http://www.nsf.org/consumer-resources/water-quality/water-filters-testing-treatment/standards-water-treatment-systems
https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/drinking/home-water-treatment/household_water_treatment.html
http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/drinking/home-water-treatment/water-filters.html
http://www.epa.gov/flint/flint-water-sampling-objectives#FilterEfficacy
http://www.epa.gov/flint/flint-water-sampling-objectives#FilterEfficacy
http://www.nsf.org/consumer-resources/water-quality/water-filters-testing-treatment/home-water-treatment-system-selection
http://www.nsf.org/consumer-resources/water-quality/water-filters-testing-treatment/home-water-treatment-system-selection
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The Raffle Committee wholehearted wishes to thank all our supporters! 

Those who donated desirable treasures, those who volunteered their time compiling baskets and those who 

volunteered the day of the event setting up, spreading the word, selling tickets 

and our exhibitors who purchased tickets, 

THANK YOU 

Our annual trial raffle has quite the long running and widespread reputation for offering abundant treasures in 

the form of baskets and standalone items.  So much so that a cluster of ladies from Lompoc who trialed with 

us last year...made the trek year just for our raffle!  That's right, they did not have trial ready dogs this year, 

so they came just for our raffle...and they bought a lion's share of tickets!!! 

Again Thank you everyone for a successful event, 

We hope you will continue to support our Annual Trials and Raffle 

VHOC Raffle Committee 

Allison Pobirs 

Cindi Malchose  
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Deanne Smith and Star—Handler Adrian 

Smith - 

Results just emailed. Her very first AKC scent 

work trial. Star placed second in buried and 

third in exterior and qualified three out of four 

elements. We are so proud of her.  

Congratulations new team Adrian and Star .  

Thank you Valley Hills Obedience Club & 

SoCal Scent Work  

Bebe Michels and Dolly   

 

14-month-old Promise’s Hello Dolly v Olympia (Dolly) was chosen as Winner’s Bitch and Best of Winners 

for a four-point major at the Kennel Club of Palm Springs under Judge Bob Busby and handled to perfection 

by Erin Karst.  

  

Dolly was also the sweepstakes winner under Judge Hillary Zimmerman. 

Kate Bernstein and Taco 

Taco and I had a great weekend at the Go dog agility trial.   

We had Q’s in Starters Snooker , Advanced Jumpers and Starters Pairs and earned our Starters title.   
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Gwen Lucoff and Star— 

Ch Cambria’s swinging on a Star was awarded Select bitch at 

the Los Angeles Doberman Pinscher specialties out in Indio, 

under Breeder judge Dr Mimi Brown. Expertly presented by 

Erin Karst. Star also made the cuts for the other 5 shows she 

was shown. 

Debbie Lang and Panda - 

December 13, 2019—Cocker Spaniel Club of O.C, Agility Trial, City of 

Industry, Ca: 

Panda's - Double Q #15 and Triple Q #7 (Master Fast, STD and JWW)  

 

January 5, 2020—West Coast Cocker Spaniel Club, Agility Trial, City of 

Industry, CA: 

Panda—Double Q #16 and Triple Q #8 (Master Fast, STD, JWW)  
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Marcia Siderow and Pride  - 

My youngest poodle, Karbits Light Speed Pride and Joy, aka 

Pride, earned his CGC title today, January 7, 2020.   

Pride turned 2 on December 28, 2019.  Thank you to Kathy 

Spilos for testing him for me. 

 

Eileen Kickish and Sandy : 

Sandy earned her Open Agility (OA) title in three consecu-

tive runs: 

December 21 - Keeshond Club of Southern California, City of 

Industry, CA: 1st place 

December 22 - Keeshond Club of Southern California, City of 

Industry, CA: 1st place 

January 4 - West Coast Cocker Spaniel Club, City of Industry, 

CA: 1st place 
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DOG OBEDIENCE COUNCIL. INC. 

 PRESENTS 

 AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB JUDGES OBEDIENCE & RALLY SEMINAR 

 COME AND JOIN EXPERTS FROM THE AKC OBEDIENCE DEPARTMENT ALL DOG OBEDIENCE ENTHUSIASTS 

ARE WELCOME 

 DATE: SATURDAY MARCH 7, 2020 (OBEDIENCE) & SUNDAY MARCH 8, 2020 (RALLY)  

TIME: REGISTRATION/CHECK-IN 8:00A.M. – CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST PROVIDED SEMINAR  

SATURDAY: 8:30A.M. TO 5:00P.M. (W/COFFEE & INCLUDES LUNCH) SEMINAR  

SUNDAY: 8:30A.M. TO 1:00P.M. (W/COFFEE & SNACKS)  

LOCATION: SIMS TREE HEALTH SPECIALISTS, INC 6111 APPALOOSA AVE. JURUPA VALLEY, CA 92508  

DIRECTIONS WILL BE PROVIDED WITH YOUR CONFIRMATION ANNOUNCEMENT  

COST: $50.00 PER PERSON FOR ONE DAY $85.00 PER PERSON BOTH DAYS  

(INCLUDES CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST & LUNCH SATURDAY ONLY)  

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO S.C.D.O.C  

TOPICS: SATURDAY OBEDIENCE  

Review Chapters 1 and 2 of the Obedience Regulations , Ring set up and procedure, 

Discussion topics will include:  Heeling, Recalls, Stands, Exams, Stays, Jumps, Retrieves, Go outs, and rec-

ommended Judge’s position.  

Review of new changes and policies, Miscellaneous topics of interest , Questions and Answers  

TOPICS: SUNDAY RALLY  

Review of Rally Regulations and policies,  Judging Procedures & Responsibilities ,  Scoring,  Course Design ,  

Miscellaneous topics of interest ,  Questions and Answers 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

Registration deadline is February 16, 2020 –  

Seating is limited, so register early! $50.00 per person for one day or $85.00 per person for both days  

Name(s) _________________________________________________Sat_____Sun_____Both Days_____ 

Name(s) _________________________________________________Sat_____ Sun_____Both Days_____  

Address: _________________________________________ City: ______________________________ 

Zip: ___________  

Phone: ________________________  

E-Mail_______________________________________________________________  

Send To: Robert Livell, 280 Eighth St. Norco, CA 92860-1628 H (951) 272-4679 C (951) 415-6779  
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JANUARY 25 AGILITY FUN RUN 

Join us for agility fun and practice. We will set up both novice and excellent courses as well as drills. Run 

the courses or practice what you like. As many 60-seconds runs as you like: $10. Use food and/or toys if 

you want. 

Time: 10 am 

Date: Saturday, Jan. 25 

Location: Antelope Valley Dog Training and Agility, 2045 W. Avenue N8, 

Palmdale, CA 93551 

Please let us know if you can make it. 

Nancy Smith 818-822-6469 

Michelle Clifton 818-661-0753 

High Desert Labrador Retriever Club—Annual Eye 

Clinic 

FEB. 1, 2020  

ANNUAL ALL-BREED EYE CLINIC 9 AM – 3 PM  

ACVO Eye Exams by Dr. Michael Chang  

By Appointment Only. No Drop Ins, Please.  

Location: Curry Residence 16510 Nearview Dr. Santa Clarita, CA 

(661) 298-8584  

$25 Per Exam Payable To Dr. Michael Chang  

Additional $10 Per Dog Administrative Fee Payable To HDLRC  

 

To Schedule An Appointment Contact Daos Boonma 661-524-8364 or 

dboonma@gmail.com  
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New Beginning Freestyle Class begins on Thursday, January 9 
Contact Instructor, Monica Nolan to register:   
Nolanmilano@gmail.com or (805) 312-3385 

 
Beginning Freestyle  

Want to try something different with your four legged friend in 2020?   Canine freestyle incorporates 
tricks moves learned in rally, obedience and agility and puts them together in patterns timed to mu-
sic.  Great exercise for dogs needing a change of pace or retirement activity.  And fun for both of 

you!  Here’s an example of a dance learned in my last beginning class:  https://youtu.be/XLCwKsxl8HU 
 
 

A six week introductory class will be offered at Church of the Chimes in Sherman Oaks (14115 W Magno-
lia Blvd, Sherman Oaks, CA 91423), Thursday nights, 6:15-7:15, beginning January 9th, 2020.  Cost is 

$120 for members, $150 for non-members. 
 
 

If interested, please contact Monica Nolan 
Nolanmilano@gmail.com 

(805) 312-3385 

mailto:Nolanmilano@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/XLCwKsxl8HU
mailto:Nolanmilano@gmail.com

