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Do you need a leg for Rally Novice or Rally Advanced? Virtual Rally can be done in your backyard, a 

park or just about any setting big enough for the course. We will be doing it at The Field on Friday April 

1st. 

We will have a Virtual Rally event for our club members at the General Meeting. 

Monica Nolan will be explaining the Video Rally program and she will be setting up and recording a 

Novice and a Advanced course that can be sent in via Rally Virtual Submissions. 

The AKC Rally program is special in that your qualifying scores in at person trials and via virtual video 

submission both count towards your title. 

Remember—The dog must wear a properly fitted collar, not too tight and not too loose. No harnesses or 

special training collars, such as electronic or prong collars, will be permitted. Nothing may be hanging 

from the dog’s collar or leash.  Please be sure an bring a 6 foot leash, and as usual a crate for your dog 

when not working 

RSVP to Monica Nolan at nolanmilano@gmail.com 

To RSVP, please provide your name, your dog’s name, whether you will want 

to be filmed and what level  

We will be using Virtual 

Rally Courses - 

For Novice RN-5 

For Advanced RA-5 

https://www.akc.org/

sports/rally/rally-virtual-

entry/rally-virtual-

courses/ 
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From Facebook submitted by Allison Pobirs 

Don’t forget to enter our trials at Stone Pony in Moorpark 

5/12 and 5/13 VHOC (Action Dog Sports) Agility - judge Torka Poet 

7/28 and 7/29 VHOC (Action Dog Sports) Agility - judge Cynthia Blanton 

8/4 VHOC (Action Dog Sports) Agility - judge Tricia Dunseith 

9/15 and 9/15 (Action Dog Sports) Agility—judge Shannon Jones 

9/17 and 9/18—VHOC’s Annual Rally Trial and Obedience Trial at Stone Pony in Moorpark 

11/6 VHOC (Action Dog Sports) Agility—judge Barbara 

Bounds 

12/9, 12/10 and 12/11 VHOC’s Annual Agility Trial at 

Stone Pony in Moorpark 
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Awe-inspiring Avalanche Dogs: Search and Rescue in the Snow 

 
By Stephanie Gibeault, MSc, CPDT Mar 09, 2022 | 5 Minutes 

When Scout the Labrador Retriever was a puppy, she loved her wool blanket toy. Her owner, Bill Vore, 
would drag it around as she chased it. Then they would play hide-and-seek with it out in the snow. Sounds 
like a devoted owner having fun with his pup, but it was far more than that. Vore is a ski patroller at Jackson 
Hole Mountain Resort in Wyoming, and Scout, now almost two years old, is his avalanche dog. 
 

Dogs Are Essential for Search and Rescue 
 

Avalanche dogs locate people buried under the snow after an avalanche. You might think avalanche risk is 
rare, but according to avalanche.org, a joint venture between the American Avalanche Association and the 
US Forest Service National Avalanche Center, there were 37 avalanche deaths in the 2020-2021 season. The 
danger is real, and although safety technology exists, like avalanche beacons and heat sensing drones, ava-
lanche dogs are still an essential component of search and rescue. 
 

The Jackson Hole Mountain Resort’s avalanche dog program has been running since 1979. According to 
Vore, who is in his thirteenth season as a ski patroller and his sixth year as an avalanche dog handler, the 
dogs at Jackson Hole Mountain Resort are needed two or three times a year, sometimes more depending on 
the danger level. He says although the dogs help with local search and rescue after an avalanche in the back-
country or side country, their main focus is work inside the resort grounds. 
 
He explains, “People who go skiing at ski resorts don’t normally carry avalanche gear, primarily an ava-
lanche beacon. That’s your primary source of safety in avalanche terrain. So, people who are skiing inside 
the ski resorts and have the unfortunate situation of being caught in an avalanche, our only way to find these 
people is with the help of a dog. I mean, not with their help. The dog does all the work, and we just kind of 
follow them around.” 

Jackson Hole Mountain Resort 

https://www.akc.org/author/stephanie-gibeault/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/labrador-retriever/
https://www.jacksonhole.com/
https://www.jacksonhole.com/
https://avalanche.org/avalanche-accidents/
https://www.jacksonhole.com/patrol-dogs
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It’s All a Game to the Dogs 
 

Although their work can save lives, it’s all a game of 
hide-and-seek to the dogs. It starts when they’re pup-
pies like Scout with her wool blanket. The owner 
drags the toy along the floor for the pup to chase and 
catch. Then, when they get it, they enjoy a rous-
ing game of tug-of-war. It’s all to tap into the 
dog’s hunt and prey drives. From there, the owner 
takes the games outside, hiding behind bushes and 
eventually in snow caves. 
 

“Once they move on to snow,” says Vore, “we dig 
holes in the snow and leave the door of that snow 

cave open. Then the next time we’ll put a block of snow in that doorway. Then the next time we’ll put two 
blocks of snow in that doorway. And eventually we’ll build it so that the whole entryway is a wall of snow 
blocks and if they paw it, it falls down. And then you progressively make it harder and harder to get through 
that wall. And then the dogs just realize, if I dig a little bit, I get to find that person, I get to play the game.” 
 

And the game is everything to these dogs. Scout is governed by her stomach, and Vore says if Scout has the 
opportunity to eat, she’ll eat. “But her drive for finding someone under the snow and playing with them once 
she finds them is above anything else. We did a drill the other day where a guy sat down in the middle of our 
training site and he was eating his lunch, and to be very honest with you, I thought she was going to stop and 
try to steal his sandwich. But she kept looking for the person under the snow because she knows when she 
finds that person, she gets to play tug.” 
 

Seeking Human Scent 
 

As they search the snow, the dogs are using their noses 
to find hidden human scent. Unlike with the sport of 
scent work, the dogs aren’t trained to a particular odor. 
Rather, they learn to seek human scent through the train-
ing process. The way Vore sees it, the dogs associate 
each human they can see with that human’s distinct 
smell. “But somewhere they smell a human and they 
can’t see him. And they follow that scent picture to an 
area on the ground. Then they dig a little bit and they 
get more of that scent, and they dig a little more and get 
more of that scent until they pinpoint the location where 
that person is buried under the snow.” 
 
At Jackson Hole Mountain Resort, the dogs are trained 
to alert to the scent of a buried person by digging with two paws and barking. It’s impossible to miss. But the 
dogs have other more subtle cues when they’re working a scent and it’s the handler’s job to watch for them. 
For example, a dog might zig zag back and forth as they zero in on a scent cone. Vore says, “If you watch a 
dog long enough, you can pick up really weird subtle characteristics. Like my dog, when she’s really pin-
pointing and really trying to find scent, her tail’s just spinning around like a top.”  

Jackson Hole Mountain Resort 

Jackson Hole Mountain Resort 

Awe-inspiring Avalanche Dogs: Search and Rescue in the Snow—continued 

https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/lifestyle/is-tug-of-war-bad-for-dogs/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/training/how-to-channel-your-dogs-predatory-instincts-on-walks/
https://www.akc.org/sports/akc-scent-work/
https://www.akc.org/sports/akc-scent-work/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/training/why-is-my-dog-digging/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/training/how-to-stop-dog-barking/
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Awe-inspiring Avalanche Dogs: Search and Rescue in the Snow—continued 

Challenges on the Job 
 
Vore and his fellow avalanche dog handlers are all 
ski patrollers, and their first responsibility is moun-
tain safety and taking care of the guests. Dog train-
ing is something they fit in when and as often as they 
can. When their handlers are on duty, the dogs spend 
their time relaxing on couches in the duty stations 
and eating meals provided by Nulo, the team spon-
sor. Vore says it’s a really good life. “If you believe 
in reincarnation, come back as an avalanche dog.” 
 

But there are all kinds of challenges too. The han-
dlers need to keep their dog’s out of the way of co

-workers. Vore explains, “If we don’t have a ton of time to go out and train, they get kind of bored and 
they’ll let you know. They’ll bark at you or they’ll start to be mischievous. We get these dogs because 
of their drive to work which can be a double-edged sword.” 
 

These daring dogs ride up the mountains on chairlifts, and down on snowmobiles, sleds, and even on 
their skiing handlers’ shoulders. They travel in helicopters to backcountry search sites. But it’s the dan-
gers close to home that can cause the most trouble. From waffles on the ground at the waffle stand on 
top of the mountain to people wanting to throw sticks or snowballs for the dogs, Vore and his col-
leagues have their hands full. Vore’s biggest fear is Scout being hit by a skier. It’s not common, but 
every year he hears of at least one dog in the avalanche dog community who got hit and no longer 
works. 
 
But despite all the challenges, it’s worth it for Vore. Every time he walks into the building, he’s re-
warded when Scout sits up and starts wagging her tail. “To be able to incorporate your work with your 
dog is the best thing in the world. Don’t get me wrong, there are days when it’s very, very, very hard to 
have my dog at work. It is very stressful. But that reward I get of bringing her to work and having that 
bond is like no other. I don’t know of any other professions where you can do that.” 

Jackson Hole Mountain Resort 

https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/news/awe-inspiring-avalanche-dogs-search-and-rescue-in-the-snow/ 

https://nulo.com/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/training/bored-dogs-how-to-recognize-doggy-boredom-and-help/
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NATIONAL OWNER-HANDLED SERIES PROGRAM 

By Jessica Rice 

Feb 23, 2022 | 1 Minute 

The AKC is pleased to announce the expansion of the National Owner-Handled Series by launching the 
NOHS Levels of Achievement program. Owners and their dogs can obtain Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum 
recognition by earning a pre-determined number of lifetime NOHS points. 

Since 2012, the AKC National Owner-Handled Series has highlighted quality dogs being exhibited by their 
owners and provided a venue for the owner/handler to demonstrate their dedication to the sport and compete 
against their peers. 

“We are pleased to recognize the accomplishments of all dogs and their owner-handlers going back to the 
start of the NOHS program,” says Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice President of AKC Sports & Events. “The 
Levels of Achievement will acknowledge these exhibitor’s hard work and passion for their dogs and enthusi-
asm for the sport.” 

A commemorative pin and downloadable certificate is provided for the highest Level of Achievement a dog 
has earned at the time the expansion is implemented.  A pin and certificate will be awarded for each higher 
Level of Achievement earned. 

Additional information about the NOHS Levels of Achievement program can be found here. Comments or 

questions should be sent to awards@akc.org. 

https://www.akc.org/sports/conformation/national-owner-handled-series/nohs-levels-achievement/
mailto:awards@akc.org
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Exocrine Pancreatic Insufficiency in Dogs and Cats 

We would like to thank 
Olesia Kennedy of 
EPI4Dogs Foundation for 
her assistance with this 
article, the photos, and 
tireless dedication to pro-
vide comprehensive, up-to
-date information on Exo-
crine Pancreatic Insuffi-
ciency. I encourage every-
one to vis-
it EPI4Dogs.com. 

May 14, 2016 

Don’t be intimidated by the title. The basics of Exocrine Pancreatic Insufficiency (EPI) are easy to under-
stand. However, research is rapidly proving that we have barely scratched the surface of this condition. In 
fact, I believe EPI is underdiagnosed.   
 

Biology 101 
 
Before we get ahead of ourselves, let’s have a biology 101 breakdown of EPI. The pancreas serves as a 
two-in-one organ, meaning that it functions as both an endocrine and exocrine gland. 
 
Endocrine – The endocrine system secretes hormones directly into the bloodstream that do not leave the 
body. Hence, “endo.” The pancreas releases the insulin and glucagon hormones. The thyroid gland – 
which is one of my fields of emphasis – is a member of the endocrine system. 
 
Exocrine – On the flip side, the exocrine system secretes a variety of substances to be eventually disposed 
of outside of the body. The exocrine system includes the sweat, tears, and salivary glands. Functioning as 
an exocrine gland, the pancreas produces and then secretes digestive enzymes (juices) into the duodenum, 
the first section of the small intestine. These digestive enzymes aid in the digestion of proteins, fats and 
carbohydrates. 
 
Insufficiency – “Insufficiency” is the inability or lack of sufficiency, in this case, to synthesize digestive 
enzymes by the acinar cells of the pancreas. These cells are destroyed or malfunctioning.   
 

What happens 
 
The acinar cells are “atrophied” – meaning they are wasting away or possibly already destroyed. Thus, 
these acinar cells cannot manufacture digestive enzymes properly. When the affected digested enzymes 
enter the duodenum maldigestion and malabsorption will set in, which will lead to another condition called 
Small Intestinal Dysbiosis (SID). (SID is also formally known as Small Intestinal Bacterial Overgrowth 
[SIBO].) SID is due to excessive bacterial overgrowth in the small intestine. These bacteria feast on fer-
menting food that is not digesting. Then, the amount of bacteria continues to increase and eventually lines 
the tissue of the small intestine, which further impairs the absorption of vital nutrients and also depletes 
the body’s reserve of vitamin B12. 

https://drjeandoddspethealthresource.tumblr.com/post/144356428151/exocrine-pancreatic-insufficiency
https://href.li/?http://www.epi4dogs.com/
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Symptoms of EPI vary by severity. It has been widely stated that signs of maldigestion typically do not pre-
sent until 90% of the functional reserve is lost. However, this is a wasting disease, so I would suspect that 
some signs would be present before 90% is lost. Your companion pet may exhibit the following signs: 
 
 Voracious appetite 
 Vomiting (generally concurrent with IBD, inflammatory bowel disease, or a food sensitivity) 
 Ravenous, insatiable hunger 
 Eliminating voluminous yellowish or grayish soft “cow patty” stools – this a “hallmark” sign 
 Possibly aggressive behavior 
 Anorexia or extreme thinness 
 Diarrhea 
 Gas formation 
 

Types of EPI 
 
We are continuously discovering more about this disease. So, I would not be surprised if more types or 
causes of EPI crop up over the next few years. 
 
 Pancreatic Acinar Atrophy (PAA) is the most common cause of EPI in dogs. We will likely see more 

causes and cases of PAA over the next few years. PAA is thought to be an immune-mediated condition 
secondary to lymphocytic pancreatitis; German Shepherd Dogs and Rough Coated Collies have a genet-
ic predisposition to EPI. Of course, these two breeds may be overrepresented in clinical trials. 

 Chronic Pancreatitis can develop into EPI. My concern is that this is the sleeper condition. Pet care-
givers figure out methods to manage chronic pancreatitis but do not realize when it has triggered EPI. 
This form of EPI is more common in cats than dogs. In fact, it is believed that cats also have EPI more 
often than it is diagnosed. Diabetes mellitus can be present. 

 Congenital Hypoplasia is an underdeveloped or incomplete development of the pancreas organ or its 
tissue. 

 Neoplasia causes an obstruction not allowing the digestive enzymes to flow from the pancreas to the 
duodenum. Technically, neoplasia is not EPI, but similar symptoms can ensue. 

 

Diagnosis 
 
When presented with a skinny or SID dog or cat, I often think that veterinarians may search for cancer or 
other conditions as a possible cause and therefore order expensive and possibly invasive tests. Personally, I 
would suggest the NutriScan Food Sensitivity Test, Serum Pancreatic Lipase Immunoreactivity (PLI) for 
pancreatitis, and the preferred EPI diagnostic blood test called Trypsin-Like Immunoreactivity (TLI). TLI 
measures the amount of the digestive enzymes, trypsin and trypsinogen, in the blood. If the blood is defi-
cient in these enzymes, it means the pet has EPI. By the way, testing for TLI is best measured by the Texas 
A&M University diagnostic lab. 
 

Treatment 
 
Currently, no cure for EPI is available. So, what we need to do is replace the deficient digestive enzymes 
and have them go directly into the duodenum via the stomach. We source the pancreas of another animal 
and make it into a powdered form that can be mixed with moist food. The preferred source is from porcine 
(pork) because their pancreas is the closest genetically to that of dogs and humans. 
 
Now, NutriScan comes into play because if your pet has a food sensitivity to pork, you are really not get-
ting ahead of EPI since the small intestine is battling the offending food. In this case, you can opt for pan-
creatic enzymes from bovine (cow), sheep or lamb if your pet did not show sensitivities to these proteins. If 
NutriScan showed your pet to have true classical leaky gut concurrent with EPI or IBD, you may try plant 
enzymes but these are not preferred. 

https://href.li/?http://www.nutriscan.org/?utm_source=tumblr&utm_medium=copy&utm_campaign=epi
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Another option is to feed fresh raw pancreas but I would steer clear of pork pancreas and go for a beef 
source. However, you may need to vary the volume fed as the amount of digestive enzymes present can be 
different between these animal species. 
 
Nutrition can be tricky with EPI dogs. We do know that you need to feed small frequent meals and start out 
with a low fiber food. [Fiber interferes with the function of pancreatic replacement enzymes needed to 
manage EPI.] However, fiber is essential for digestive health and can be increased based on your dog’s re-
action. Nutrition is a very lengthy and detailed component of the EPI condition. So, I would visit 
the EPI4Dogs website, which has two pages of food options. Of course, I do not want you self-diagnosing 
your dog with EPI and applying these tips. You need to have confirmation from your veterinarian with the 
TLI blood test.   
 
Dogs and cats with an EPI diagnosis will more than likely need vitamin B12 supplementation too. Addi-
tionally, the dog or cat will probably have SID, which is how veterinarians usually start narrowing in on 
the diagnosis of EPI. So, we would need to give antibiotics to clear up this infection. Often, SID recurs so 
companion pets are on and off antibiotics frequently.   
 

Research Study 
 
As we all know, I am not a fan of using antibiotics, if an alternative approach will work. So, I am very ex-
cited about the ongoing research my colleague, Dr. Jan Suchodolski, is conducting. He and other research-
ers have recently completed a study that demonstrated significant differences in the microbiome composi-
tion between healthy dogs and those with acute or chronic gastrointestinal disorders such as IBD or EPI. 
[The microbiome is the catalog of microbes and their genes that live inside bodies, which primarily, in-
volves the bacteria residing in the gut.] 
 
Dr. Suchodolski found an unusual anomaly within these bacteria between dogs with EPI and healthy dogs. 
So, the EPI4Dogs group and he are collecting fecal samples to test these bacteria in three types of EPI 
dogs: 1) stable EPI dogs; 2) newly diagnosed EPI dogs; and, 3) EPI dogs with chronic SID. 
 
Once confirmed that these dogs do in fact have different microbiota, the hypothesis is that we could treat 
SID in EPI dogs with a more natural approach instead of the ongoing antibiotic treatment. 
 
If you have a dog that fits into one of the three EPI categories listed above, I encourage you to email ole-
sia.kennedy[at]gmail[dot]com for specifics. The more we know, the more we can save lives! 
 
W. Jean Dodds, DVM, Hemopet / NutriScan, 11561 Salinaz Avenue, Garden Grove, CA 92843 
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From FB submitted by Allison Pobirs 

Obedience - Beginning Competitive  - Thursday 6:30, Simi Valley 

Obedience - Open / Utility Obedience—Thursday 7:45, Simi Valley 

Instructor: Patti Rovtar, For more information, please contact Patti Rovtar at pattirovtar@gmail.com 

 

Agility - Skills & Drills  - Mondays 6:30 and 7:30, Reseda 

Instructor: Olga Chaiko, For more information, please contact Ann at tonkanuki@aol.com  

 

VHOC Website— https://www.vhoc.org/copy-of-group-classes 
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SCENT HURDLE EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE 

 

Paul Kirk and Mary Finley have some Scent Hurdle equipment that is available. 

They have the 4 wooden jumps and the low wooden platform called the box 

that the dumbbells were placed in. 

Basically, scent hurdles racing is a fun way for dogs that know how to do 

scent discrimination to practice their skill while having fun. 

Please contact Mary Finley at mary.finley@csun.edu if you would like further information.   

You may want to check with her and see if any of the jumps could be used for Flyball. 
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Monica Nolan and Augie 

At the 2/26/22 Papillon Agility trial, Augie picked up two 

nice Qs in Excellent Standard and Excellent FAST.   

His new roomie Izzy helped him celebrate. 

Deborah Schuch and Mel 

Mel (Milagros Mellow Yellow at Ebontide) 

won Best of Breed/Best of Breed Owner 

Handler at Antelope Valley Kennel Club 

show (11/7/21)  

and Best of Breed at Malibu Kennel Club 

show 3/3/22  

Debbie Lang with Fable and Panda 

Inland Empire Herding Dog Association March 

5th and 6th in Chino at Diamond Dogs.  

Panda qualified for her first Intermediate Sheep 

leg, with a 3rd place. 

Fable, the Elkhound qualified in Started Sheep 

Sat and Sun for her 7th (3rd place) and 8th qual-

ifying runs, just 3 more for her Started Sheep 

Master title. 
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Tri-County Australian Shepherd Working Association (TWASWA), ASCA Agility, Diamond Dogs 

Chino. Feb 12/13/22 

Scusi and Laurie 

Elite Gamblers 10 Q  1st Place 

Elite Regular    10 Q  1st Place 

Elite Regular    10 Q  2nd Place 

Elite Regular      5 Q  2nd Place 

Just need 30 points in Gamblers and 40 points in Regular to achieve her ATCH 3 

Maybe next weekend  

Tesla and Laurie 

Novice Regular  10 Q  1st Place 

Novice Regular  10 Q  1st Place 

Novice Regular    5 Q  1st Place 

Just need 20 points for Novice Gamblers Superior Performance title, 20 points for Novice Jumpers 

Outstanding Performance and 30 points for Novice Regular Outstanding Performance 

Maybe next weekend 

Debbie Lang and Panda 

TCWASA, Feb 12 & 13 

2022, Diamond Dogs, 

Chino CA. 

Panda finished her Elite 

Regular Title, and quali-

fied in Gamblers. 

RV-E Title 

Debbie Lang and Max 

At the Feb 12 & 13/2022 

trial. Max completed his 

Novice Jumpers and 

Novice Gambler’s Titles. 

He was 4 for 4 

JS-N and GS-N Titles 
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ASCSC, ASCA Agility, Feb 19/20/2022, Juniper Hills, Ca 

Scusi & Laurie Burnam 

Elite Regular    10 Q  2nd place 

Elite Gamblers  10 Q  2nd place 

Elite Regular    10 Q  2nd place 

Elite Regular    10 Q  2nd place 

Just need 10 points in Regular and 20 points in Gamblers for ATCH 3, wheeeee!!!! 

Tesla & Laurie Burnam 

Novice Regular    10 Q  1st place 

Novice Gamblers 10 Q  1st place 

Novice Gamblers 10 Q  1st place      GSA-N-SP Novice Gamblers Ace Superior Performance title #38 

for obtaining 10 Q's 

Novice Gamblers 10 Q  1st place 

Novice Regular      5 Q  1st place 

Novice Regular    10 Q  1st place 

Novice Jumpers  10 Q  1st place 

Cynthia Casby and Mac 

Mac was BOW at Malibu KC in Pomona for 

one point under judge John Wade.   

He now has 5 points including one major!  

Debbie Lang and Panda 

Panda was tired after the 5 days up in Fresno, even though she only 

showed at 3 of them.   

2/17/22—NEANC Rally/Obed Trial—Rally Master class—score of 98 

and 2nd place    RM4 Title 

2/20/22 Sun Maid KC—Rally Master class—score of 96 and 2nd place. 

2/21/22 Fresno DTC Rally/Obed Trial—Qualifying score in Novice 

obedience for her second leg and a Rally Master Class qualifying score. 
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Cynthia Casby and Potter 

Potter got her 3rd Rally Advanced leg for her 

title at Silver Bay KC in Del Mar with an 87.   

If I had properly trained pivot left our score 

would gave been higher.  

NEW RA Title 

Debbie Lang and Morgan 

Morgan went Winners Dog, Best of Winners and Best 

of Opposite Sex for a 4 point major at the Norwegian 

Elkhound Association of Northern CA specialty show at 

Fresno. Feb 18th, just one more point to go. (I didn’t 

handle him) 

  The day before he earned his second Beginner Novice 

leg with a 193 and second place. 
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Submitted by Allison Pobirs 
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