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Sadly our April 1st General meeting was canceled due to lack of attendance. 

We haven’t forgotten about the 

VHOC Annual Awards. 

Our May Newsette will have information 

about the Annual Awards criteria.   

We hope you have been keeping track of 

the titles your dogs have earned in 2020 

and 2021. 
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The Sykes Family are on the move!   

We're packing up and heading to Fort Collins, Colorado!!  We’re looking forward to lots of new adventures 

and already have some new training friends there, to help us get settled in.  It will be sad to say farewell to 

all our So Cal friends, but hopefully we’ll get to see some of you out at Colorado shows once in a 

while.  Our big move day is May 6th, so still a few weeks of packing and saying goodbye to go!    

Our new address will be updated on the VHOC roster and Sarah’s cell phone remains the same.   

Sarah, Steve & Tele  
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Don’t forget to enter our trials at Stone Pony in Moorpark 

5/12 and 5/13 VHOC (Action Dog Sports) Agility - judge Torka Poet 

7/28 and 7/29 VHOC (Action Dog Sports) Agility - judge Cynthia Blanton 

8/4 VHOC (Action Dog Sports) Agility - judge Tricia Dunseith 

9/15 and 9/15 (Action Dog Sports) Agility—judge Shannon Jones 

9/17 and 9/18—VHOC’s Annual Rally Trial and Obedience Trial at Stone Pony in Moorpark 

11/6 VHOC (Action Dog Sports) Agility—judge Barbara Bounds 

12/9, 12/10 and 12/11 VHOC’s Annual Agility Trial at Stone Pony in Moorpark 

Obedience - Beginning Competitive  - Thursday 6:30, Simi Valley 

Obedience - Open / Utility Obedience—Thursday 7:45, Simi Valley 

Instructor: Patti Rovtar, For more information, please contact Patti Rovtar at pattirovtar@gmail.com 

 

Agility - Skills & Drills  - Mondays 6:30 and 7:30, Reseda 

Instructor: Olga Chaiko, For more information, please contact Ann at tonkanuki@aol.com  

 

VHOC Website— https://www.vhoc.org/copy-of-group-classes 
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Congratulations to Members—Sharon Kilhara, Daneen Fox and Zen.    

2022 AKC National Agility Championship 3rd place 8" dogs  

https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/sports/breeds-competing-2022-akc-national-agility-championship/ 
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Agility: News And Updates 

February 10, 2022 

Board Policy Provisions Extended 

At their February 2022 meeting, the AKC Board of Directors reviewed the temporary provisions that 
have been put in place to assist clubs during the pandemic.  The Board decided to extend or make perma-
nent several of the provisions for the sports. Specifically for obedience and rally the following have been 
extended. 

Two-judge requirement to title 

The Board policy requires a dog to receive three passes under two different judges for a title. This has 
been temporarily suspended for lower-level classes in obedience (10 titles), rally (four titles) and agility 
(18 titles). 

This provision was extended and is set to expire on December 31, 2022. 

May 8th Hollywood Dog Obedience Club—Closes Wed April 20th!! 

COPY and PASTE this URL in your browser for the Premium or visit the AKC Events Webpage 

https://www.apps.akc.org//apps/eventplans/eventsearch/blocks/dsp_generate_pdf.cfm?

KEY_BINARY_CONTENT=62291 

 

May 14th and 15th BuenaVentura Dog Training Club—Closes Fri April 27th !! 

COPY and PASTE this URL in your browser for the Premium or visit the AKC Events Webpage 

 

https://www.apps.akc.org//apps/eventplans/eventsearch/blocks/dsp_generate_pdf.cfm?

KEY_BINARY_CONTENT=61900 

https://akcagilitytrialsecretaries.wordpress.com/2022/02/10/board-policy-provisions-extended/
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RATTLESNAKE 

AVOIDANCE CLINIC 

FOR DOGS 
RATTLESNAKE VACCINES WILL BE AVAILABLE ONLY SATURDAY May 14th 

If your dog is exposed to rattlesnakes hiking, hunting, or even in your backyard, you may want to 

consider Snake Avoidance training.  If a rattlesnake should cross your path, your dog could safely 

alert you to its presence.  The Snake Avoidance Clinic will be conducted by Jon Auer.  Jon has over 

30 years experience training dogs, including 25 years with NAVHDA, 3 years training K9 officers for 

the Orange County Sherriff’s department, and 7 more years working with his K9 officer. 

David Hinebaugh D.V.M., formerly of Granada Hills Veterinary Clinic, will be available on Saturday 

only to administer Rattlesnake Vaccines and provide other veterinary services.  Please let us know 

if you need the rattlesnake or other vaccines. 

DATES:  May 14 and May 15, 2022 (Saturday and Sunday) 

TIME:  8:00 AM to 6:30 PM, by appointment only 

     Appointments every 15 min. – you will only be here for 1 hour 

PLACE:  Sporting Dogs B&B 

     (near Gorman, CA) 

COST:  $85 

Call or e-mail today for information or to 

make your reservation.  Please include 

desired time and date on e-mail. 

Beth Worrell   619-997-6277 
sportingdogsbeth@verizon.net 

A confirmation letter will be sent upon receipt 

of your e-mail.  Please be patient if you don’t 

hear back right away – I will respond in the 

order received, but may be AWOL for a few 

days. 
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New Study Shows Owning A Pet Is Linked To Slower Cognitive Decline 
March 4, 2022 

Do pets have a positive effect on your brain health? 

A new study shows pet ownership is linked to a slower decline in cognition over time. 

 

According to a preliminary study that will be presented at the American Academy of Neurology's 74th An-
nual Meeting in April, owning a pet, especially for five years or longer, may be linked to slower cognitive 
decline in older adults. 

"Prior studies have suggested that the human-animal bond may have health benefits like decreasing blood 
pressure and stress," said study author Tiffany Braley, MD, MS, of the University of Michigan Medical 
Center in Ann Arbor and a member of the American Academy of Neurology. "Our results suggest pet own-
ership may also be protective against cognitive decline." 

The study looked at cognitive data from 1,369 older adults with an average age of 65 who had normal cogni-
tive skills at the start of the study. A total of 53% owned pets, and 32% were long-term pet owners, defined 
as those who owned pets for five years or more. 

Over six years, cognitive scores decreased at a slower rate in pet owners. This difference was strongest 
among long-term pet owners. 

"As stress can negatively affect cognitive function, the potential stress-buffering effects of pet ownership 
could provide a plausible reason for our findings," said Braley. "A companion animal can also increase 
physical activity, which could benefit cognitive health. That said, more research is needed to confirm our 
results and identify underlying mechanisms for this association." 

Previous studies have shown that owning pets lowers blood pressure, reduces chances of depression and 
loneliness, promotes living in the present moment, increases mobility and independence and eases anxiety 
and pain. 

For more information about the American Academy of Neurology, visit AAN.com. 

Taken from: https://www.sunnyskyz.com/good-news/4577/New-Study-Shows-Owning-A-Pet-Is-Linked-To-

Slower-Cognitive-Decline#:~:text=A%20new%20study%20shows%20pet,cognitive%20decline%20in%

20older%20adults. 

Submitted by Allison Pobirs 

https://www.eurekalert.org/news-releases/944442
https://www.aan.com/
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Who Sees, Hears and Smells Better—You or Your Dog—Continued 
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Who Sees, Hears and Smells Better—You or Your Dog—Continued 
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Who Sees, Hears and Smells Better—You or Your Dog—Continued 
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Who Sees, Hears and Smells Better—You or Your Dog—Continued 
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Who Sees, Hears and Smells Better—You or Your Dog—Continued 
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Who Sees, Hears and Smells Better—You or Your Dog—Continued 
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Who Sees, Hears and Smells Better—You or Your Dog—Continued 
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Monica Nolan and Augie 

In March, Augie celebrated his 5th birth-

day by earning lots of Qs and titles! 

ASCA Agility - 4 Qs (Elite Regular, 

Jumpers & Gamblers) plus one title - Elite 

Jumpers 

AKC Agility - 5 Qs (T2B, Excellent 

FAST, Excellent Standard, Master Stand-

ard) plus two titles - Excellent FAST and 

Excellent Standard 

AKC Rally - Augie earned his Rally 

Championship (RACH) on March 27th 

at the German Shepherd Trial.  He scored 

98 on his final run!  Augie acquired his 

first Rally Q at thirteen months.  80+Qs 

and 8 titles later, he 

told me he’s quite 

ready to move on 

to something else!  

Debbie Lang and Panda 

April 2/3 ASCA Agility Juniper 

Hills, CA 

Panda had 8 qualifying runs out of 

12 over the weekend. Picking up 

two qualifying Gambler runs, 

three qualifying Jumpers runs and 

three qualifying Regular runs. 

This was her first time running all 

twelve classes in Elite. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

To Sharon Clarke and Dash 

On being invited to the National 

Obedience Championship. 

Sharon says they are going!! 

We are wishing you the best of 

Luck!! 

Sharon Clarke and Dash 

Big Brag from Dash!!!   We attended the Vines and Wines Cluster in Bakersfield March 31 through 

April 3 2022.  Dash was High In Trial on Thursday, March 31st under judge Lora Seale from the Open 

B class.  We were absolutely thrilled!!  Over the remainder of the cluster, he earned 3 UDX Legs.  
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Laurie Burnam and Scusi 

ASCA Agility, April 2/3, 2022, Juniper Hills 

Elite Regular    10 Q  2nd place 

Elite Regular      5 Q  1st place 

Elite Gamblers 10 Q  2nd place 

Elite Gamblers 10 Q  1st place 

Elite Gamblers 10 Q  1st  place 

Agility Trial Championship 3 

ATCH 3  

She now has 129 titles in 4 organizations 

and 7 different sports. 

Love versatile  Aussies !!!  Laurie Burnam and Tesla 

ASCA Agility, April 2/3, 2022, Juniper Hills 

Novice Jumpers  10 Q  1st place 

Novice Jumpers  10 Q  1st place 

Novice Jumpers  10 Q  1st place 

Novice Jumpers  10 Q  1st place 

Novice Regular      5 Q  1st place 

Novice Regular    10 Q  1st place 

Novice Regular    10 Q  1st place 

Open Gamblers    10 Q  1st place 

Open Gamblers    10 Q  1st place 

Open Gamblers    10 Q  1st place 

Open Gamblers title GSA-O 

She now has 38 titles in 3 organizations and 5 dif-

ferent sports. 

So much fun with my girls!!! 
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Marcia Siderow and Remi 

My wonderful Remi, Remington Steele, got a 

Triple Q at the Tri Valley Agility Trial at 

Stone Pony on Sunday, April 10th,, which also 

happened to be his 9th birthday!   

Such a great dog! 

Debbie Lang and Max 

April 7th, Stone Pony, Moorpark CA: 

Max earned his AXJ title placing 1st in the 

class. 

David Zelitzky and Rush 

Rush finished his UDX at the Bakersfield shows. He 
also won Utility and was High in Trial. It was a good 
weekend!  

New Title and HIT 
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Debbie Lang and Fable 

Bernese Mtn .Dog Club of America, April 8th, AM 

Herding Trial, Chino CA: 

 

Fable earned her ninth Herding Started A Course 

Sheep qualifying run with a score of 92 placing 5th 

out of 15 dogs in the class. 

BeBe Michels and Dolly 

Three months following the birth of the Fantastic Five, pending AKC approval, Dolly will for-

ever be known as GCH Promise’s Hello Dolly v Olympia.  A huge “thank you” goes out to 

Wendy Bettis for expertly guiding Dolly over the finish line.   
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Cynthia Casby with Potter, MacGyver and Gryffindor 

Great time at the Collie Club of America National in Sandy, UT in 

March. 2 days of herding, 2 days of agility, 2 days of obedience 

and rally and 4 days if confirmation.  Potter earned an extra HT 

leg, an Open Fast Preferred  leg, a Rally Excellent and extra Rally 

Advanced leg. That made her a second time Qualifier in the Most 

Versatile Collie competition (‘17, ‘22)!  She was also awarded a 

CCA title of Versatility Excellent (VX) based on her AKC titles 

including her Championship.  

MacGyver was unhappy and didn’t want to herd, but he earned an 

Open Fast Preferred leg too, and a Beginner Novice leg, as well as 

an extra Rally Advanced leg and a first Rally Excellent leg. He al-

so competed in Breed, which also earned him a Most Versatile 

Collie qualifier ribbon.  CCA also awarded him a Versatile Collie 

award (VA) for all his AKC titles including his breed major.  

Gryffindor had fun at his first National, earning his Pre-Trial herd-

ing title and his first leg in Started Sheep. Kirsten Cole handled 

him.  He also got his first agility leg in Novice JWW Preferred.  He went on to get his first Rally Novice 

leg. He was also a Most Versatile Collie qualifier.  That made a three-pete - all winning the big ribbon!   

If you are ever in Sandy we highly recommend the Residence Inn - our home away from home. They have 

very dog friendly policies! 

Potter 

Gryffindor 

MacGyver, Gryffindor, Potter 
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Patti Rovtar and Pippi 

 

3/26/22 GSDCSGV  Utility B 199 1st place, Open B 197.5 4th place HIT/High Combined! 

3/27/22 GSDCSGV Utility B 192.5 3rd place 

4/5/22 American Rottweiler Club #1 Utility B 193.5 2nd place 

4/5/22 American Rottweiler Club #2 Utility B 192.5 3rd place, Open B 196 1st place High Combined 

and   Pippi did it, yes she did OTCH3!!!!! 

4/6/22 American Rottweiler Club Utility B 193 3rd place  
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Diane Schlesinger and Apple 

 

Apple walked in LA Fashion Week for designer Anthony 

Rubio on March 20, 2022.  

 

Team Apple authored a column in the Spring 2022 issue of 

Pet Companion Magazine about nose work and why pet 

owners should try nose work. http://

digital.petcompanionmag.com/publication/?

m=40178&i=740888&p=32&ver=html5   

 

(Editor Note:   Follow the URL above to the Nose work 

article. I enjoyed reading about Nose Work and Apple) 

http://digital.petcompanionmag.com/publication/?m=40178&i=740888&p=32&ver=html5
http://digital.petcompanionmag.com/publication/?m=40178&i=740888&p=32&ver=html5
http://digital.petcompanionmag.com/publication/?m=40178&i=740888&p=32&ver=html5
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