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e 2010 Awards Banquet

The 2010 VHOC Awards Banquet was held on February 13, 2011 at The University

Club on the campus of California State University, Northridge. The Banquet Committee
-- Laurie Burnam, Stephanie Colman, and Ann Hills, presented another great evening of enter-
tainment with the usual array of awards, gags, a slideshow, “Our Trial in Pictures,” depicting
members’ dogs at the 2010 Trial, and a Power Point presentation (which can be viewed on our
website at: http://vhoc.org/news-a-events). President Nancy Giltner and the Banquet Committee
+ welcomed over 50 VHOC members, their family and friends. Following are some of the awards

+ presented to members that special evening.
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“A-Team”: In recognition of first-time achievement, VHOC offers an award to all members who earned a Novice A title
in obedience, rally or agility (any registry), the final leg of which must have been earned during the current year.

AGILITY: Cathy Davis & Lola ; Debbie Lang & Quila; Cathy Schmidt & Lola; Marcia Siderow & Matisse
OBEDIENCE: Kathy Spilos & Fritz
RALLY: Carla Grace & Gracie; Debbie Lang & Quila; Patti Rovtar & Chili; Sheri Scott & Spike

Special Awards:
RAE: Kim Simons & Tango (13 yrs old, on Mother's Day!); Shiro Torquato & Cody
MACH: Amanda Prince & Rogan Z
MACH 1 & 2 (& ADCH & CD): Terry Simons & Ripper
MACH 3 (& RA): Kim Simons & Slyder

MEDAL & Elite Versatility: Carole Hills & Tucker
NADAC MEDAL is the championship award for the skilled class, acknowledging exemplary performance in Elite Regular,
Jumpers and Chances classes. 1425 lifetime points.

Elite Versatility: Elite title in every class (regular, jumpers, chances, touch ‘n go, tunnelers, weavers).

AKC National Agility Invitational, 20" champion: Elisa Hirsch & Scarlett
Honorable mention: Terry Simons, 4th Place; Amanda Prince, top 10 in 2 rounds ,

Top Dog Team Recognition: Allison Pobirs & Laurie Burnam, Co-Captains
Novice Team: Debbie Lang & Quila; Carole Raschella & Liam; Cathy Schmidt & Lola (Alt)
Open Team: Stephanie Colman & Quiz; Joyce Davis & Sage; Gwen Lucoff & Lacey (Alt)
Utility Team: Sharon Clarke & Pepper; Carol Karas & Celeste; Laurie Burnam & Scout (Alt)

High Scoring VHOC Member: Flo Walberg & Tailor 199++ (SAT); 199 (SUN)
Offered by Allen Brown to the member with the highest score from a regular obedience class at VHOC ftrial.
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D AWARDS continued

Outstanding Junior Handler Awards:
In recognition of outstanding performance, VHOC offers an award to all junior handlers competing at licensed
trials in any performance sport, in any registry.

VHOC has three juniors currently training or trialing in various dog sports: Asher Farkas, Sierra Case, and Amanda
Prince. Amanda was kind enough to share some highlights from her fabulous year:

Amanda Prince writes:

2010 was a fantastic year for me and my dogs. | worked extremely hard in agility, and we accomplished many in-
credible things. In the beginning of the year, my two-year old Border Collie, Cayenne, finished her AX title, followed
a little later by her AXIJ. She also got her first Double Q and several more legs, working towards her MACH. It was an
amazing year with my Cavalier King Charles Spaniel. In March of 2010, Rogan and | went to Fresno for the weekend,
and came home with the 2010 California Junior Handler of the Year title, and a scholarship for $500. One of the high-
lights of 2010, was on May 1*. After a long, but interesting four-year journey, Rogan finished his MACH title! Rogan
did not begin his agility career as the dog that he has turned out to be today. Those four years of patience and hard
work have absolutely paid off! And finally, on June 30", Rogan finished as the #1 Cavalier King Charles Spaniel in the
country for the 2010 AKC Agility Invitational. December came, and it was time to go to Long Beach to compete at the
Invitational. Rogan was fantastic and ran 3 clean rounds out of 4, placing in the top 10 for two of the rounds. The
Invitational was truly an amazing experience and something that | will remember forever. | am so proud of how far
my little Border Collie, Cayenne, has come in such a short amount of time, and every day, | am more and more
amazed with Rogan and his accomplishments.

Rally Novice Award: Debbie Lang & Quila
Sponsored by Sandy Walton and presented to the member with the highest total for all 3 legs of a rally novice title.

Rally Advanced Award: Patti Rovtar & Chili
Sponsored by Carole Raschella and presented to the member with the highest total for all 3 legs of a rally advanced title.

Rally Excellent Award: Patti Rovtar & Chili
Sponsored by Sarah Sykes and presented to the member with the highest total for all 3 legs of a rally excellent title.

AKC Agility Novice Award: Debbie Lang & Quila
Sponsored by VHOC and presented to the member with the highest total for all 6 legs of novice standard and jumpers titles.

AKC Agility Open Award: Cathy Davis & Lola
Sponsored by VHOC and presented to the member with the highest total for all 6 legs of open standard and jumpers titles.

AKC Agility Excellent Award: Amanda Prince & Rogan
Sponsored by VHOC and presented to the member with the highest total for all 6 legs of excellent standard and jumpers titles.

ASCA/NADAC Agility Open Award: Ann Hills & Trace
Sponsored by Carole Hills and presented to the member with the highest total for all 6 legs of open standard and jumpers titles.

Non-AKC Award: Stephanie Colman & Quiz
VHOC offers an award to the member with the five highest aggregate scores in any class from a non-AKC obedience registry, e.g.:
ASCA, AMBOR, WIOC, SCDOC, etc.

Outstanding Service Award: Michael Fields
The OSA is awarded to the member who exemplifies outstanding dedication in service to the club.

CH. Maveric of Varagon, CDX Memorial Trophy in Memory of Minna Mott: Stephanie Colman & Quiz
Perpetual trophy offered by Ray and Val Gonsor in memory of Minna Mott and is presented to the member completing a CD, CDX, or
UD title with the highest total score for those three legs.

Greenberg-Hochman Memorial Trophy: Joyce Davis & Sage
Perpetual trophy offered by Ira & Loretta Greenberg and Ken & Susie Hochman in memory of Golden Pride of Iralor CD, Ch. Sebas-

tian of Bel-Air and Ch Iralor’s Bit of Gold CD, to the member whose dog has the 7 highest combined scores in any class from AKC
licensed trials.

Okman-Tyzbir Hi Scoring VHOC Member Trophy: Allison Pobirs & Quinn
Andy and Idelle Tyzbir offer a perpetual trophy to the VHOC member with the highest combined scores for matches or trials who does
not qualify for any other trophy presented at this awards dinner.

Page 2 Continued on Page 3



D AWARDS continued

| 2010 Title Plaques

¥

Laurie Burnam & Scout - MX MXJ
JSE E-OP HP-O

Laurie Burnam & Casey - HRDIs
RLFlls

Louise Brady & Edge - CD RN

Stephanie Colman & Quiz - CDX
Canadian CD AX AXJ

Linda Coogan & Wiley - RE

Cathy Davis & Lola - NAP NJP
OAP OJP

Joyce Davis & Dixie - RN

Joyce Davis & Jill - CDX

Joyce Davis & Sage - CD CDX

Dawn Esposito & Luna - RN URO1

Scott Friedman, Karla Spitzer &
Hermione - RN

Scott Friedman, Karla Spitzer &
Ally - RN

Carla Grace & Gracie - RN

Ann Hills & Trace - EAC OJC
OCC WV-O TN-N TN-O
HP-O JS-O NAJ

Carole Hills & Tucker - MEDAL,
Elite Versatility, O-TGS-0O
O-ECS HPS-E TNS-E TGS-E
O-TNS-E O-WVS-E

Evelyn Johnston & Eddi - CDX

Debbie Lang & Quila - RN RA NA
NAJ OA OAJ AX AXJ NF

Ladonna Loken & Tica — RN

Ladonna Loken & Christmas - RE

Ladonna Loken & Barron - OAJ
RA RE

Gwen Lucoff & Lacey - CDX

Cindi Malchose & Jenna - AX AXJ
CDX

Allison Pobirs & Quinn - AKC CDX
ASCA CDX

Amanda Prince & Cayenne - OA
OAJ AX AXJ

Carole Raschella & Truman - JH

Patti Rovtar & Chili - RN RA RE

Cathy Schmidt & Lola - NA

Sheri Scott & Spike - RN

Marcia Siderow & Matisse - NAJ
OA OAJ

Kathy Spilos & Fritz - CD

Kathy Spilos & Sonoma - TC

Curt Uritz & Dylan - CD CDX OA

Curt Uritz & Austin - RN RA RE

Caroline van der Wyk & Bree - NF

Caroline van der Wyk & River - NA

Flo Walberg & Tailor - CD

Amanda Wong & Hunter RN - CD

Multiple Sport Titles

Stephanie Colman & Quiz—4 titles in Agility & Obedience
Debbie Lang & Quila—9 titles in Agility & Rally
Cindi Malchose & Jenna—2 titles in Agility & Obedience
Kim Simons & Slyder—2 titles in Agility & Rally
Terry Simons & Ripper—b5 titles in Agility, Obedience and Conformation

5 recipients—Plaque awarded to Terry Simons & Ripper for 5 titles in 3 sports

VHOC (% VHOC STANDING COMMITTEES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS Vs

y@ Agility Trial Volunteer Workers.......Kim & Terry Simons

= Bangquet...... Laurie Burnam, Stephanie Colman, Ann Hills
President.........cccoceeevvvvivvvencenecevvene e Naney Giltner | Catalog. .. ...Carole Raschella
Vice President...........coceevveviiniiiniiiininnnnns Carole Raschella | Food & Hospztalzty ........................................ Nancy Giltner
Corresponding Secretary.........coevveeevevveveecneans Ann Hills | General Meetzngs ............. Stephame Colman & Ann Hills
Recording Secretary..................................Dawn Esposito | Newsette.. ...Carole Hills
TFOASUFCF ..ot e Carole Hills | Raffle.... Clndl Malchose J an Racey, Chrlsty Tattersall
Membership.............ccc...cceeeevenven.........Cindi Malchose | Seminar Coordznator ....Nancy Giltner
Publicity.................o....ocoooeviiien. . Christy Tattersall [ SAOW-N-GO...ooovvevveiiiiieiececeeciee e Sandy Walton
AGility Trial ... ......cooovveeieieieeereee e Kim Simons | Trophies. ... . ...Caroline van der Wyk
Obedience Trial ...............Laurie Burnam & Gwen Lucoff | Website Admmzstrator - ...Jennifer Voogt
Training ......................L. Burnam, M. Cornell, K. Simons | Yahoo Group. . ..................... ... ... ...... Allison Pobirs
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AGILITY

Laurie Burnam & Scout: Feb. 25-26, 2011, Papillon Club of Southern California, Van Nuys, CA:
Open Fast, 1st Place, Exc Std Q, 12 MACH points; Exc JIWW Q, 7 MACH points—4th Double Q!
Laurie Burnam & Scout: Mar. 4-6, 2011, Belgian Tervuren Club of SC, Silverado, CA:
Exc BJWW, 100, 7 MACH points; Exc BJWW, 100, 9 MACH points; Exc B Std, 100, 14 MACH
points, Exc B Std, 100, 9 MACH points, Open FAST, 55, Q, 3rd Place, Open FAST, 77, Q, 2nd Place,
Open FAST, 70, Q, 2nd Place. STH Double Q, Q’d 7 out of 9 classes: now 275 MACH points'

Ann Hills & Trace: Feb. 25-26, 2011, Papillon Club of Southern California, Van Nuys, CA:

Novice B Std, 100, 2nd Place, 1st Leg. C

‘//
Carole Hills & Tucker: Feb. 25-26, 2011, Papillon Club of Southern California, Van Nuys, CA: Za\y
Open-P JWW, 100, 1st Place, 1st Leg; Nov-P Std, 100, 1st Place, 3rd Leg—NAP Title!
Open-P Std, 95, 1st Place, 1st Leg.

Debbie Lang & Quila: Feb. 13, 2011, Samoyed Club of LA, Walnut, CA:
Exc B JWW, 9th MXJ Leg, 6 MACH points; Exc B Std, 6th MX Leg, 11 MACH points- 4th Double Q!
Debbie Lang & Quila: Feb. 21, 2011, Contact Point Agility Club, Fillmore, CA:
Open Fast, 64 points, 1st Place, 3rd Leg—OF Title!
Debbie Lang & Quila: Feb. 27, 2011, Papillon Club of Southern California, Van Nuys, CA:
Exc B JWW, 10th Leg, 6 MACH points, Exc B Std, 7th Leg, 7 MACH points—Sth Double Q!!
Debbie Lang & Quila: Mar. 6, 2011, Oceanview Australian Shepherd Club, ASCA, Chino, CA:
Novice Gamblers, 10-Q, 1st Place, Novice B Regular (Round 1), 10-Q, 1st Place, Novice B Regular
(Round 2), 10-Q, 1st Place, Novice Jumpers, 10-Q, 2nd Place.

Debbie writes: “Quila’s first time in an ASCA trial: she qualified in four out of five runs; the last
run was in the dark and | think she misjudged a jump.”

Cathy Schmidt & Lola: Feb. 27, 2011, Papillon Club of Southern California, Van Nuys, CA:
Open A Std, 100, Ist Leg.
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+ again makes the North American Dog Agility
If you know of a member % “ Council (NADAC) Top Ten List by Breed in

who would appreciate re- » the Mixed Breed category.
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\< sympathy card, etc, please - it  Chances to earn his Championship MEDAL,
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Well done,
little Tucker!
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} BRAGS & SCORES

OBEDIENCE & RALLY

Allison Pobirs & Quinn: Mar. 5, 2011, Belgian Tervuren Club of Southern /
California, Silverado, CA:

Utility A, 192, 1st Place—New Title! =

Shiro Torquato & Cody: Feb. 19-20, 2011, San Diego
Labrador Retriever Specialty, San Diego, CA:
Novice B, 186, 1st Place in Labradors, 2nd Place in
All-Breed—High Scoring Lab in Novice!
Novice B, 191.5, 1st Place in Labradors, 4th Place
in All-Breed—High Scoring Lab in Novice!!

Shiro writes: “Sunday’s win was the most exciting because it was our highest score in obedience to
date. We also won a gorgeous perpetual trophy that was almost as big as Cody! We paraded out into
the Breed ring to accept our prize and were greeted with cheers from our many Lab and other breed
friends. A very exciting day, despite the cold and rain.”
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Congratulations to Sheri Scott & Spike

who titled TD in January in San Diego! :
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Member News

We received a note from lifetime VHOC members, Ginny and Steve Hoover,
who got a new puppy just after Christmas last year and sent us the following:

i Our new puppy, Macy is a four
= month old tri collie; her Sire is
2" Ch Edenrock the Mask of Soci-
& ety and the Dam is Heatherlyn
Stoneridge Sophia. She is from
#8 a kennel in Auburn, Northern
&= California. Got her when we
& went up to see our son Billy and
% his family in Rocklin for Christmas. A nice Christmas pre-
T - % sent. We do not plan on showing her; hoping to get a sec-
ond one soon from Bakersfleld Walted a long time to get the one we wanted. Her temperament is
great. She had been raised for 4 months in a kennel environment and was not used to a house.
Took her only about 5 minutes to settle in. We love her.
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FAREWELL MY BELOVED FRIEND

Orangewood's Rock Shox Indy
September 07, 1996 - February 18, 2011

Indy gifted me with his love and loyalty, brought me tears and laughter,
over the many miles and experiences we shared together.

Saying good-bye is always much too soon.

-

Allison Pobirs




The Force Fetch Debate
By David Zelitzky

There was an article recently published in a local newsletter about the ear pinch method of retrieving which I thought
needed an opposing viewpoint, but when submitted it was considered ‘gratuitous attacks’ and ‘a personal issue’ and was
refused. Since competition obedience entries have been steadily declining in recent years I feel strongly that misinforma-
tion about competitive trainers and their ‘corrective’ techniques, specifically regarding the “force fetch” method, needs
an opposing viewpoint to dissuade any other competitors from leaving the sport! You decide for yourself. It’s only in-
tended as a general overview and a response to generally held misconceptions about ‘corrective’ methods of training.

Certainly, almost 15 years ago I had a top trainer almost ruin my Weimaraner with her application of the force fetch —
done in much the same way that people generally misunderstand: grasp the dog’s ear, make it vocalize, push the dumb
bell in. No matter how many books these trainers write, in my mind and in this day and age, a blind adherence to this is
unfair and incorrect. No trainer [ know does it this way any longer and I have definitely used the force fetch method on
all my subsequent dogs, and on over a dozen other dogs and it has not been the same any two times.

Just a couple quick things:

1. It is imperative that before anyone ever does any type of correction there be a foundation of learning already
established. Every dog should view a correction as positive and informational only, never personal. I never work with
any dog until he understands this. The dog is already introduced to the dumb bell and knows how to ‘take it” and ‘hold
it’. I’m not introducing any new behaviors at the point of the force fetch, just reinforcing learned behaviors.

2. Remember: every dog is different! Body sensitivities, resistance to compulsion, learning curve, etc. So the
process always changes as well. The force fetch doesn’t mean an ‘ear pinch’ only! I have very successfully done pres-
sure on the neck, pop on the collar, squeeze of the collar, squeeze of the ear, or any other level of compulsion that works
for the dog. The least amount of compulsion required for each dog — no cookie cutter methods here!

Rival’s Fast Retrieve 3. Since the dog knows what ‘take it” means, the handler never ‘pops’ the DB in

Ad the dog’s mouth. The dog always reaches for it, when hearing the words, “take it”
‘ to much praise and treats and massaging of any area where discomfort has been
- 7. applied. The dog learns quickly: ‘it’s uncomfortable with the DB out of my
g mouth, but as soon as I reach for it and put it in my mouth I am lavishly praised

and rewarded! Aha!! Ilove black and white learning experiences!” And then we
don’t have to re-train, ask the dog to ignore distractions, correct the pick up, the
hold, etc. The force fetch is only done a handful of times at most throughout a
dog’s maybe decade-long career, because the dog has learned quickly and easily
what it means. If you have to do it repeatedly then it was never done correctly.
Many new trainers do not want to get through this uncomfortable phase of learn-
ing, no matter how quickly it is accomplished. It’s unfortunate, as I have seen
many positive only trainers who either give up or continually have problems be-
cause nothing has helped the dog understand how to ignore something more entic-
ing. Then I hear about how the dog hates the metal article, or the dog can’t hold
the glove, etc. etc. Or then again, many dogs decide to only do the ‘fun’ part of
the exercise, i.e. retrieving, and have no responsibility for holding or sitting in
front.

Steve Southarj%tography

I always say: Don’t forget about the Ying and Yang of dog training! However hard you correct is how positive you
have to be! It’s no longer, ‘I’'m only a ‘corrective’ trainer’ or ‘I’'m only a ‘positive trainer’. We’ve come too far and
we’re all too smart for that. All my dogs have been happy, fast retrievers. No matter what mistakes they make in the
ring it’s not for lack of love of their work.

This is by no means a comprehensive overview, but hopefully has given insight into the ‘other side’ of obedience train-
ing and might keep a couple of you coming back for more! So in the future, when you hear people ‘bash’ competition
obedience or ‘competitive’ people as using only harsh methods or dismiss them as just another ‘corrective’ trainer you’ll

know it’s often merely for lack of information.
Page 7



VHOC Presents...

Distance, Handling & K9 Therapeutic Massage
March 26-27, 2011 *8am-5pm* Canoga Park, CA

Featuring:

Kim Anderson
Canadian World Team Member and Multiple National Champion

Cindy DiFranco, DVM

Nationally Recognized Agility Competitor and Vet with 20+ Years
Experience in Treating Canine Soft Tissue Injuries

Terry Simons
Nationally Ranked Agility Competitor in the U.S. and Canada

Join this talented trio for two days of training designed to improve your

distance and handling skills. Acquire new skills and perfect existing ones
while learning from three of today’s top agility competitors. Additionally,
learn hands-on massage techniques designed to extend your dog’s career

by helping to prevent injuries and increase rate of recovery when they do
happen.

SPACE IS LIMITED:

Only 24 working spots are available. Working teams will be split
into groups of eight and rotated among the three instructors.

Unlimited auditor spots available.

FEES AND REGISTRATION:

$275 (For Both Days) With Your Dog
$75 Per Day to Audit (No Dog)

(Lunch is included with registration.)

To Register:
Download registration form online at
www.vhoc.org or see Page 9.

Questions?
Call Nancy Giltner at (818) 999-4691
or email imgiltner@sbcglobal.net
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DISTANCE, HANDLING AND CANINE THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE

A WORKING SEMINAR WITH KIM ANDERSON,
DR. CINDY DiFRANCO AND TERRY SIMONS

March 26-27, 2011

Held at the VHOC Training Facility: Canoga Park Lutheran School
7357 Jordan Ave., Canoga Park, CA 91303

REGISTRATION:
Note:
Spots are filled on a first come, first served basis. Payment must accompany registration and
registration must be sent via mail.

PRINT NAME: DOG’S NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:
PHONE: ( ) OR ( )

EMAIL:

DOG’'S CURRENT AGILITY LEVEL:

ARE YOU A CURRENT VHOC MEMBER? yes no

FULL PARTICIPATION w/ DOG - $275 SAT AUDIT - $75 SUN AUDIT - $75

Total Enclosed:
RELEASE OF LIABILITY:

In consideration of being allowed to participate or audit this seminar, | hereby release Kim Anderson, Dr. Cindy DiFranco, Terry Simons (and their re-
spective dog training businesses), as well as Valley Hills Obedience Club and the seminar location, Canoga Park Lutheran School, and any person(s)
acting on their behalf or at their request, from all liability for loss, damage or injury to me or my dog, and agree to hold harmless from all liability, dam-
age, cost or expense (including all attorney fees), arising out of any claim, demand or action based upon any occurrence concerning myself or my dog.
| understand that | alone am responsible for my dog’s behavior and | assume full liability for my dog’s actions. Further, | understand that based on my
dog’s behavior at and given time, | may be asked to remove my dog from some or all of the remaining seminar activities, and in such case, no portion
of my pre-paid seminar fee will be refunded to me.

I HAVE READ THIS AGREEMENT CAREFULLY, FULLY UNDERSTAND ITS CONTENTS AND AM VOLUNTAIRLIY SIGNING BELOW. | AM
AWARE THAT THIS IS A RELEASE OF ALL LIABILITY AND A BINDING CONTRACT.

SIGNATURE: DATE:

SEND COMPLETED REGISTRATION FORM AND PAYMENT (payable to VHOC) TO:

Nancy Giltner
4744 Vista de Oro Ave
Woodland Hills, CA 91364

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING:

A crate for your dog PLUS a dog bed or mat. Yummy treats. Your dog’s favorite toys.
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n Tired of training outside? Preparing for that big, noisy, in-

door show? Need to do some fine tuning in front of a big

4}& mirror? Come enjoy climate controlled comfort at the

mri B 8 J9'sK9s Training Facility! Located in the west San Fernando

- Valley, at 21720 Sherman Way in Canoga Park, California.

T 1t's 1/2 block west of Owensmouth Street, upstairs from "C

& C Pet Food". Our immaculate, carpeted facility with over 1600 square feet

and a 35 feet of mirror is available for rent to individuals and their canine part-

ners for $10 an hour. We have competitive obedience equipment, baby gates,

crates and some agility equipment too, just waiting for you and your dog to

come and play with! Also available for pre-approved events and small groups
at an additional cost. Call (818) 832-9906 for more information.
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OBEDIENCE TRAINING EQUIPMENT

Flo Walberg has armbands, attention belts
and armband sticks for sale.

ﬁ Call Flo at (818) 341-6739 or
email OTCHFLO3@aol.co

. .
i< 33

Obedience & Rally Matches
2nd Saturday of each month

Monthly obedience/rally matches held at Louise Park, Van Nuys, S/E corner of Louise
Ave./Sherman Way, west of Balboa. Nested courses: novice, advanced, excellent. $5.00
per run or 3 runs for $12.00. Entries at 9:00 a.m. Judging at 10 a.m.
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Dog Training Equipment for Sale

Laurie offers a variety of training equipment: Handmade
leashes, armband holders, PVC training boxes,
ring posts, canine T-shirts and more!

Call Laurie at (818) 784-8440 or
email bellaluna@pacbell.net

www.poochabilitydogtraining.com
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vHoc Newsette

Valley Hills Obedience Club, Inc.
P. O.Box 10132
Canoga Park, CA 91309

TO:



